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is based on the assumption that the normal
midwifery of the country is passing, and
will continue to pass, into the hands of
midwives, and that general practitioners
for the most part do not wish to retain it.
There is a chapter on neonatal death by
Dr. G. B. Fleming, and four appendices.
So much for the structure of this remarkable book, whose chief object is to suggest
how co-operation between the numerous
and different agencies concerned with
maternal welfare may be established. The
work entailed in the collection of material
and care of its arrangement is immense.
In this mass of facts, figures, and conjectures Professor Munro Kerr's observations
His comappear few and far between.
ments and suggestions actually are so
numerous that it is impossible in this short
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review to attempt their criticism. Suffice to
say he has sorted, moulded, and correlated
his information so successfully that, with
the possible exception of the chapters that
deal with statistics, the whole work is easily read and absorbed. Almost certain it is
that never before have so many of the problems of Maternal Morbidity and Mortality
been collected and considered in one book.
The author deserves the highest praise,
and his efforts have established another
foundation on which can be based in the
future work of a constructive nature. The
Index is adequate, and throughout no fact
or statement is quoted but that the authority for the same is given in a footnote.
Lastly, the type is large and clear and the
production of the volume as a whole is extremely well done.

QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS
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Qualitative analysis is regarded by some
people, even by some chemists, as a rather
contemptible subject and its pursuit as a
waste of time or nearly so. If qualitative
analysis is practised merely with the object
of identifying a single substance or even a
"mixture containing four radicles" by
following a rigid set of directions so devised
as to lead the student to accomplish this
object and no other, then this view of the
subject is the only one that can be taken.
But if analysis is taught by training the
student to make full and correct observations, to draw conclusions from them, to
practise the adjustment of his quantities,
to realise that the great majority of his reactions are general ones, to make a study
of his material, and finally to enter a proper
record of his work in his note book, then
this subject is a discipline of the greatest
value.
Mr. Moodey has written this book to give
the student a thorough understanding of
the processes involved in his experimental
work and he claims, quite justly, that in a
large measure the study of physical chemistry can be centred round that of qualitative
analysis. So he prefaces his book of 174
pages with a section on the "Theoretical
Bases" of analysis extending to 61 pages
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and dealing with such fundamental matters
as Mass Action, the Ionisation of Water,
the Strength of Acids, Solubility Products
and the like. Nor does he omit to point out
the abnormality of strong electrolytes,
indeed he indicates, necessarily briefly, the
lines on which Debye and Huckel are
attempting to form a more comprehensive
theory of solutions.
In the experimental part of the book all
the standard methods of analysis are clearly
set out and the reader is never allowed to
forget the theory underlying them. As an
example it may be mentioned that no less
than four methods are given for the separation of the metals of the iron and manganese
groups. There are also sections dealing
with spectrum analysis and on the use,
now becoming so general, of organic reagents for the detection of metals.
The book is admirably suited to the requirements of the advanced student of inorganic chemistry; it is much too difficult
for the medical student who has to complete
his study of inorganic chemistry and two
other subjects in one year. The author is
addicted to the use of foot notes; there are
more than one hundred of these to divert the
reader's attention from the text.
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