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The Leeuwenhoek Legacy, edited by Brian J. Ford. Pp. vii
+ 185, illustrated. Farrand Press, London, 1991. £25.00
hardback.

Anthony Van Leeuwenhoek was the haberdasher from
Delft who first described micro-organisms, observed by
single lenses, in a series of letters to the Royal Society
from 1673. He was then 41 years of age, ofa secretive and
idiosyncratic disposition and, though the findings and
illustrations were published, his work was not adequately
appreciated. Leeuwenhoek came to be regarded as a self-
taught innovator and his section-cutting and other tech-
niques have been dismissed as crude and uniformative.
With the development of the compound microscope in
the 19th century the painstaking adjustments and
manipulative skill required in the use of single lenses
appears to have been forgotten. It was even argued on
theoretical grounds that the single lens could not resolve
fine detail, and the failure to visualize erythrocytes with
one of Leeuwenhoek's surviving microscopes served to
confirm the common verdict.

In 1981 Brian Ford examined the letters of Leeuwen-
hoek which had been stored in the strong-room of the
Royal Society. To some of them were attached small
envelopes which had been neglected for 300 years, and
these formed the basis for studies which have transformed
the understanding of Leeuwenhoek's work. He seems to
have started by using the same methods as those of
Robert Hooke a few years earlier. Ford has examined and
photographed the original specimens with Leeuwen-
hoek's own microscope and his work has finally vin-
dicated the Dutch pioneer.

This book is a joy to read. It recounts an entrancing
detective study pursued from London to Delft, from Ant-
werp to Stockholm. There are translations of some of the
letters and comprehensive accounts of the surviving
microscopes and specimens.
The volume is lavishly illustrated, and contains also a

generous appreciation of Clifford Dobbell who published
the classic biography in 1932.

Richard Creese
95 Lonsdale Road,

London SW13 9DA.

The Future of General Practice. Articles published in the
BMJ. Pp. 98, illustrated. BMJ, London, 1992. £7.95 UK,
£10.00 overseas, paperback.

The introduction of the new contract for general practi-
tioners is revolutionizing many of the concepts of general
practice that have determined how general practitioners
have approached their work over the years. It is true to
say also that, whilst the doctor/patient relationship still
remains the basis of good general practice, because of
changing attitudes and circumstances, the present day
general practitioner needs to develop a more positive
attitude towards management in relation to running the
practice.

The Future of General Practice collates a number of
articles which are calculated to stimulate thought about
how general practice could or should develop. Although
the new contract has imposed change, how this is to be
implemented must remain with the general practitioners
who are working within the service in relation to the new
Family Health Service Authority structure. It is very
important at this stage that the profession develops clear
principles for the future. The articles collected for this
book highlight important areas ofpractice activity. These
need full debate for planning future policy in order to
maintain a service which is able to cope with patient needs
and fulfil the career expectations of the general practi-
tioners in the service. This book should be read by general
practitioners and also by the new managers appointed to
Family Health Service Authorities.

Deric B. Hawkins
Associate Adviser in General Practice - North East

Thames R.H.A.,
28 Castellan Avenue,

Gideon Park,
Romford,

Essex RM2 60J

Hip Arthroplasty, edited by H.C. Amstutz. Pp. xix +
1001, illustrated. Livingstone, Edinburgh, London, New
York, Melbourne, Tokyo, 1991. £150.00, hardback.

In his preface to this book, Mark B. Coventry commends
the contribution made by the editor, Harlan C. Amstutz.
This is an accurate assessment. His contribution is
immense - not only in those chapters he wrote himself,
but also in the rest of the book where the stamp of his
editorial authority is abundantly evident.
The book is a most interesting snapshot of hip replace-

ment surgery at the end of the 1980s and the beginning of
the 1990s. It examines the successes, the failures, the
problems and the challenges faced by surgeons. Although
hip replacement is arguably the most successful operation
of the century, this book does not bathe in selfcongratula-
tion, but clearly and analytically presents the facts. It
reflects 'the state of the art' in world orthopaedics, but
with particular emphasis on the work at UCLA, the Joint
Replacement Institute of Southern California.

It is an excellent book, easy to read, interesting and
accurate in content, and a valuable contribution to
orthopaedic education. Good though it is, it is unlikely to
become an orthopaedic bestseller - its price alone is
bound to be such that it would discourage most
surgeons.

C.D.T. Lightowler
Orsett Hospital,

Near Grays,
Essex, RM16 3EN.
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