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Lt-General Sir Robert Drew
1907-1991

We record with regret the death of Sir Robert Drew
on 27 July 1991. Sir Robert was a former Vice
President of the Fellowship of Postgraduate Medi-
cine and member of the Editorial Board of the
Postgraduate Medical Journal. He was one ofmany
now distinguished members of the medical profes-
sion who came to Britain from the Commonwealth,
and who owed a debt ofgratitude to the Fellowship
of Postgraduate Medicine which gave them the
opportunity to attend courses for postgraduate
qualifications in the days when postgraduate medi-
cal education was not as organized as it is today.

Sir Robert was born and educated in Sydney and
after Army service in India came to the United
Kingdom to work at the (then) Postgraduate
Medical School ofLondon at Hammersmith. Dur-
ing the war he served in France before being
appointed as assistant professor in tropical medi-
cine at the Royal Army Medical College at Mill-
bank. He was subsequently medical adviser to the
War Cabinet Office.

Following the war he became professor of
medicine in the University of Baghdad and physi-
cian to the Royal Household and government in
Baghdad. His distinguished career was crowned by
his appointment as director-general of the Army
Medical Services in 1965. On retirement he became
deputy director of the British Postgraduate Medi-
cal Federation (University of London) which
enabled him to continue his interest in post-
graduate medical education. His wide experience,
particularly in the Middle East, enabled him to give
wise advice to doctors coming from abroad for
training in the United Kingdom.
He returned to Australia on final retirement but

he retained his interest in postgraduate medical
education. He kept in touch with the Fellowship
and the Journal and was delighted at the expansion
in the activities of the Fellowship, and with its
links with the clinical tutors. His connections with
the Fellowship have continued through his son,
Christopher.
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