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position and environmental precipitants, and the place of
wheezy bronchitis and acute bronchiolitis within the spec-
trum of asthmatic disorders. Lung function tests are dealt
with, and the value of peak flow measurement is stressed.
The discussion of drug treatment is a model of clarity

and simplicity, bringing easy understanding of the prin-
ciples of management. The division of this section into
three age groups, i.e. less than one year, one to five years,
and over five years will improve the clinical approach and
confidence of its readers in dealing with acutely wheezy
children. The place of allergen avoidance and the very
limited place for desensitization are dealt with, and
alternative medicine therapies are touched upon.
The place of the family doctor in management is empha-

sized, especially in the chapter by Dr Jenkinson, who
holds the view that most asthmatic children can be cared
for by their general practitioner. The success of such care
will clearly depend upon the interest and expertise of the
doctor and his skill in communicating with children and
their parents. He could do no better than to read this
excellent book, which is highly recommended also to
hospital doctors and others dealing with asthmatic
children.

B.L. Priestley
Children's Hospital,

Western Bank,
Sheffield SJO 2TH.

The Respiratory System. Measurement in Medicine Series,
Vol. 2, edited by D.G. Cramp and E.R. Casson. Pp. 395,
illustrated. Croom Helm, London, Sydney, 1987. £49.50.

The generation and testing of hypotheses in the field of
respiratory physiology has owed much to the use of

models and these have developed over the years from
being simply representational to be of considerable
complexity.

It is the realm of the respiratory physiologist to perceive
these unanswered questions where modelling may be of
assistance, and it is now often necessary to seek the help
and advice of a mathematician to assist in the elaboration
of the model. This interdisciplinary activity is difficult to
achieve and there is a need for the physiologist to have a
greater knowledge of the general principles underlying
mathematical modelling, and for the mathematician to
have a deeper insight into the problems and limitations of
physiology.

This problem is addressed by this latest volume from
the series 'Measurement in Medicine'. The physiologist is
well served within its pages, which offers an insight into
models of most types, although their mathematical develop-
ment will probably tax the numeracy of most physiolo-
gists. It is not bedside reading but is nonetheless valuable,
calling only for a little application on the part of the
reader.
The mathematician is perhaps less well served, since the

two chapters on respiratory physiology - one from
Oxford and one from Edinburgh - whilst perfectly
adequate, will fail to point out to the mathematician those
areas where his skills might best be deployed.
The hardback volume has been produced from camera

ready copy and has not been typeset, but the standard of
good printing has been preserved. The editors are to be
commended for tackling a difficult problem and achieving
a modest success.

G. Cumming
Midhurst Medical Research Institute,

Midhurst,
W. Sussex.
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