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Foreword

C.W.H. Havard, M.A., D.M., F.R.C.P.

Royal Free and Royal Northern Hospitals, London, UK.

David Geraint James qualified at the Middlesex
Hospital Medical School in 1944. We are honour-
ing his retirement from the National Health Service
by a festschrift. It is appropriate that this should be
published as a special issue of the Postgraduate
Medical Journal, as he has been committed to post-
graduate education throughout his consultant
career and has served on the Editorial Board of the
Journal for 25 years. Although he was one of the
few General Physicians, the subjects closest to his
heart were, and are, Medical Ophthalmology, Res-
piratory Diseases, Antibiotics, Immunology, Sarcoi-
dosis and the History of Medicine. I have therefore
selected topics from these interests for review.

It is appropriate that two contributions should
come from St Thomas' Hospital, as Gerry was
instrumental in setting up a department of Medical

Ophthalmology at that centre. Granulomatous dis-
ease and sarcoidosis are well represented as befits a
festschrift to the President of the World Association
of Sarcoidosis and Other Granulomatous Disease.
As a past president of the Osler Club of London, it
is appropriate that another past president should
produce a paper on Sir William Osler and his
Welsh Connections. An international flavour is
provided by a contribution from the renowned
Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical
Research in Melbourne.

It is a particular pleasure and privilege for me to
edit this supplement, as I have been Gerry's collea-
gue and an enthusiastic supporter of his many
enterprises at the Royal Northern Hospital over the
last 21 years.
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