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Controversies in Cancer

Edited by Professor J.S. Malpas

Introduction

Although progress, particularly in the management ofadult tumours, has been disappointingly slow, nevertheless
there are a number of advances in the last few years that should be brought to the notice of the general physician,
surgeon and paediatrician. Some of these advances have raised fundamental questions which need discussion, and
this issue of the Journal has been fortunate in obtaining contributions from acknowledged authorities on acute
leukaemia, lymphoma, myeloma, breast cancer and testicular cancer. The number oftopics that could be included
in this issue was limitless, so it was decided to deal with those that presented common problems in the clinic. A
complete overview ofeach subject was not, of course, possible, but it was hoped that contributors would identify
areas ofcontroversy and, where necessary, declare a personal bias. It was also thought that, since how we measure
what we do is so important, this too would be a suitable topic. I hope that this issue will stimulate a critical
approach which is the only firm basis for future progress.

J.S. Malpas
Department of Medical Oncology,
St Bartholomew's Hospital,
London ECIA 7BE, UK.

©)The Fellowship of Postgraduate Medicine, 1985
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postgraduates, can be obtained from the individual
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