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The Basic Neurology of Speech and Language
By MICHAEL L. E. ESPIR and F. CLIFFORD ROSE. 3rd edn. Pp.
ix + 213, illustrated. Blackwell Scientific Publications, Oxford,
London, Edinburgh, Melbourne, Boston, 1983. £9.50.
The strength of this established textbook lies in the selection of basic
neurology relevant to speech therapists. Emphasis is laid upon
diseases involving the vocal tracts and it is not surprising that the
outstanding chapter is that on dysarthria. The two eminent authors
published the first edition of The Basic Neurology of Speech and
Language in 1970 and made significant personal contributions to
speech pathology in the 1960s. Since then their interests have
diverged markedly and the wisdom of attempting a third edition
without another author more deeply steeped in recent developments
in aphasiology may be questioned. Speech and the comprehension
and formulation of language are physiological acts. All too often
they are described in anatomical terms without reference to the
plasticity of the nervous system, the nature of the insult, therapy and
prognosis. An insult to a particular part of the cortex or subcortex
does not necessarily produce an identical clinical syndrome irrespective of the patient's age. The text varies in clarity with some
unnecessarily convoluted sentences and the attempt to explain the
acquired alexias without diagrams must be daunting for any
student.
As with the earlier editions, the book is relevant to many
disciplines including postgraduate students in paediatrics, psychiatry, psychology and linguistics who need to acquire a basis of
neurology as applied to the fundamentals of speech pathology, but
those concerned with teaching speech therapy will still find it
necessary to advise their students to read American textbooks such
as Benson (1979) and Segalowitz (1983) in order to understand
aphasia and seek elsewhere for practical instruction in speech
therapy and the technology of communication aids.
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Cardiovascular Disease. Integrated Clinical Science Series.
Edited by JOHN R. HAMrTON. Pp. xi+ 276, illustrated. William
Heinemann Medical Books, London, 1983. £7.95.
John Hampton and his friends, mostly from Nottingham, have done
a good deed in producing this book. It is well written; the
electrocardiograms have shape not morphology, thrombosis is nicely
described as helpful or harmful solidification of the blood. The
individual contributions have been 'integrated' to make a uniformly
entertaining and instructive work.
The series aims to link the science and practice of medicine for
students. Cardiovascular disease lends itself particularly well to this
approach. For example, basic cellular processes are related to
myocardial performance, and thence to the symptoms, signs and
management of heart failure; similarly congenital heart disease is
related to embryology. Not every chapter succeeds, the mandatory
account of rheumatic heart disease would be better refashioned and
retitled valve disease.
The teaching is generally correct-areas for heart murmurs are
misleading, diagnostic stress testing and cardiac enzymes are
overvalued, patients and not their arrhythmias require treatment.
Some views are alarming: the character of the arterial pulse is
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