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Antibiotics for Surgical Infections
Antimicrobial Chemotherapy Series. By P. J. SANDERSON. Pp.
vii+262. Research Studies Press, A Division of John Wiley &
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£24.50.
Surgeons would welcome a comprehensive, concise and wellordered textbook on available agents for prophylaxis and treatment
of surgical infections. There has been an explosion of new
antimicrobial agents available to surgeons during the past 10 years.
Many surgeons are confused with the range of new agents and wish
to receive clear guidelines as to whether newer agents have any
advantage over well-tried compounds that have been in use for
many years.
Dr Sanderson has provided an extensive review of antibiotics
which are currently available for surgical infections. Unfortunately
the book is not completely up to date and not all of the newer agents
are mentioned. The author not only covers aspects of available
antimicrobials but also provides extensive information on the
microbiological reporting of bacterial isolates, their use in a wide
range of surgical practice and information regarding the use of
antimicrobials in special clinical situations. Apart from general
surgery the following subjects are also considered: obstetrics and
gynaecology, peripheral vascular and cardiac surgery, respiratory
infection, burns, therapy in intensive care units, orthopaedic surgery
and urology. In certain sections of the book the author also strays
into aspects of aetiology, pathogenesis, and in some cases diagnosis
as well. As a consequence, the book is longer than is absolutely
necessary for its title and there are certain sections which I doubt are
of great importance to surgeons, such as the aetiology of gastroenteritis, intestinal worms, superficial infection in abattoir workers and
drug addicts. The section on antimicrobial prophylaxis is far too
short and most general surgeons would wish a much more extensive
review of this subject with clear guidelines as to which agents should
be used, in what patients, and for how long. The use of typeset would

have been excusable if the text had been thoroughly up to date but
there were few references of reported work after 1980.
There is a need for a concise book on the use of antibiotics in
surgical practice. However, I suspect that most of the important
information could be incorporated into a small textbook of not more
than 80 pages with clear tables.
M. R. B. KEIGHLEY
Department of Surgery,
University of Birmingham,
General Hospital,
Birmingham B4 6NA.
Chest Medicine
Edited by R. B. GEORGE, R. W. LIGHT and R. A. MATTHAY. Pp. X
657, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1983. £35.00.
This is a good book, if not a great book-but it is undoubtedly an
expensive book, at least in Britain, where it must on financial
grounds alone compete with other 'definitive' texts such as Crofton
and Douglas, Respiratory Diseases, 3rd Edition (Blackwell Scientific
Publications) and Emerson, Thoracic Medicine 1981 (Butterworths).
It is written for medical, nursing, and respiratory therapy students,
and will certainly provide them with a wealth of information directly
relevant to today's practice of respiratory medicine. The three editors
(with another 10 collaborators) are all actively engaged in practice,
research and teaching in this discipline. Their high reputation as
research workers led this reviewer to have very high expectations,
which unfortunately were not always entirely fulfilled.
Thus the first third of the book, describing the anatomical and
physiological basis of respiratory medicine, whilst fully competent,
tends to be a rather uncritical statement of conventional views, often
of 5 or 10 years standing, yet lack the critical assessment from the
active practical clinician that these authors might have provided.
Thus the concept of small airways disease, and the notion that its
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