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and Book Reviews.
A 'Notice to Contributors' is published on the

inside back cover of this issue. The Editor reserves
the right to make changes which may clarify or
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The Journal is covered by Current Contents and

Biological Abstracts.
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Anaesthetic Nursing
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In many parts of the world-Scandinavia and parts of North
America, for example-the anaesthetic nurse's role is to
administer anaesthetics under the supervision of a medically
qualified anaesthetist. Elsewhere, and especially in the
United Kingdom, her task is more restricted. Essentially she
acts as the anaesthetist's handmaiden. She will usually need
to train and supervise anaesthetic technicians and teach
junior nurses the fundamentals of her skills. She will need to
know a great deal about the use and care of anaesthetic
equipment and to be fully conversant with the drugs generally
used by anaesthetists. Her knowledge of pharmacology and
physiology should allow her to appreciate the implications of
the drugs and techniques the anaesthetist may use.

This book is aimed at the courses in anaesthetics organised
by the Joint Board of Clinical Nursing Studies. It is written
in a simple and mainly straightforward style and profusely
illustrated with simple line drawings. It is divided into 4
sections or 'modules'. The first of these deals with anaes-
thetic apparatus, covers some 50 pages and is far too limited
in scope. It also has deficits in its balance. More space is
given over to describing the obsolete Blease Universal
vaporizer rather than the commonly used Fluotec Mark II,
whilst the Mark III Fluotec is not mentioned. Most of the
section on ventilators is given over to the Blease Pulmo-
flater, a machine nowadays rarely used in the operating
department. Monitoring equipment, which is dealt with

towards the end of the book, would be better included in this
first section and again needs to be considered in more detail.
Intravenous equipment, airways, and problems of electrical
equipment are not mentioned. The second section of the book
deals with drugs used in anaesthesia. It is greatly confused on
the differences between approved and proprietary names
of drugs. Local anaesthetics are not here mentioned, and
elsewhere receive scant attention.
The third and longest section of the book deals with the

problems of specific operative procedures and considers
aspects of cardiothoracic, paediatric, neurosurgical and
similar specialized surgery. The topics considered are well
discussed. It is surprising that the author devotes so much
space to these specialized aspects of anaesthesia without
considering the problems of general abdominal orthopaedic
and gynaecological surgery which are the bread and butter
of most operating theatres. How much better this section
would be if it started with some general consideration of the
care of the unconscious patient, maintenance of the airway
and positioning of the patient on the operating table. The
last section of the book covers a miscellany of topics such as
recovery, monitoring the ECG and fluid therapy. It ends
with a brief discussion of the chemistry of acid base disorders
which would have been better omitted.

It is, of course, too easy to be over-critical of books of this
nature, which attempt the impossible task of fully encom-
passing a large and complicated theme in a limited number of
pages. Certainly there is a need for a work on this theme.
If the author defines more adequately the necessary scope of
the book, then future editions should satisfy that end.
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