
Postgraduate Medical Journal

Editor
D. BARLTROP B.Sc. M.D. F.R.C.P. D.C.H.

AsIant Editor
B. I. Ho mRaND M.A. D.M. F.R.C.P.

Advisory Editorial Board
A. G. Apley F.R.C.S.
E. M. M. Besterman M.A. M.D. F.R.C.P.
A. E. R. Buckle F.R.C.S. F.R.C.O.G.
I. Chanarin M.B. Ch.B. F.R.C.P. F.R.C.Path.
D. J. Coltart, M.D. M.R.C.P.
A. H. Crisp M.D. F.R.C.P. F.R.C.P.Ed. F.R.C.Psych. D.P.M.
Sir Robert Drew K.C.B. C B.E. F.R.C.P. F.R.A.C.P.
R. Eban M.A. M.R.C.P. F.F.R.
H. Ellis M.A. D.M. F.R.C.S.
R. Goulding B.SC. M.D. F.R.C.P.

J. P. Hopewell F.R.C.S.
H. S. Jacobs B.A. M.D. M.R.C.P.
D. G. James M.A. M.D. F.R.C.P.
R. S. Kocen T.D. F.R.C.P.
K. I. Nissen F.R.C.S.
J. W. Paulley M.D. F.R.C.P.
D. A. Pyke M.D. F.R.C.P.
P. Turner B.Sc. M.D. F.R.C.P.
S. P. Wilkinson B.sc. M.B. B.S. M.R.C.P.

Editorial Representative for Australia
Professor Thomas Stapleton M.A. D.M. M.R.C.P. D.C.H.

Editorial Assitnts
Mrs J. M. Coops B.Sc. & Mrs L. Edmondston-Low

Postgraduate Medical Journal is published monthly
for the Fellowship of Postgraduate Medicine by
Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd. The annual
subscription is £24.00 (U.K.), £29.00 (overseas),
$75.00 (U.S.A. & Canada) post free. Subscribers in
the U.S.A. and Canada should send their orders to
the J. B. Lippincott Company, East.Washington
Square, Philadelphia, Pa 19105, U.S.A. The price of
single issues is £2.42 ($6.25), postage extra. If pay-
ments are made by bank transfer, all charges shall be
at the remitter's expense. Orders and business corre-
spondence should be addressed to Blackwell Scientific
Publications Ltd, Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 OEL
(Tel. Oxford 40201).

All editorial correspondence, including books for
review and reprint orders, should be addressed to
The Editor, The Postgraduate Medical Journal,
Chandos House, 2 Queen Anne Street, London
WIM 9LE (Tel. 01-580 3210).
Advertisement enquiries and bookings should be

addressed to Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd,
Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 OEL.

The Fellowship of Postgraduate Medicine was
founded by a group of London consultants after the
First World War to assist postgraduates, particularly
those coming to London from the Commonwealth,

to pursue their studies. The Fellowship first published
the Postgraduate Medical Journal to give informa-
tion about lectures, conferences and courses and to
provide a monthly review of all branches of medicine.

Postgraduate Medical Journal publishes original
papers on subjects of current clinical importance
and welcomes review articles with extensive, up-to-
date bibliographies as guides to further reading.
Several symposia are published each year, each
devoted to a single subject and written by specialists
in different disciplines. Most issues include authori-
tative Current Surveys of clinical problems, and well
documented Reports of cases of particular interest,
and Book Reviews.
A 'Notice to Contributors' is published on the

inside back cover of this issue. The Editor reserves
the right to make changes which may clarify or
condense papers where this is considered desirable.
() The contents of this Journal are copyright and,
subject to the provisions of Section 7 of the Copy-
right Act, 1956, they may not be copied, adapted or
reproduced without permission. Requests for per-
mission to reproduce material elsewhere, either in
whole or in part, should be addressed to The Editor.
This Journal is covered by Current Contents and
Biological Abstracts.



Postgraduate Medical Journal (November 1977) 53, 639.

PROSTAGLANDINS

Material read at an Inter-Institute Meeting held at the Institute of
Neurology, London, on 28 March 1977.

Collated by: PROFESSOR G. DICK

CONTENTS

Introduction . . . . . . . . 641
P. J. PIPER

Chairman: Professor G. A. Smart
Introduction to the biosynthesis and metabolism of prostaglandins 643
PRISCILLA J. PIPER

Prostaglandins: methodology . . . . . . 647
BRIAN J. MILLARD

Prostaglandins and the central nervous system . . . . 649
EDWARD MARLEY, S. POOLE and J. D. STEPHENSON

Chairman: Professor E. Marley
Prostaglandins and the lung . . . . . . . . 652
JOHN MORLEY

Prostaglandins in obstetrics and gynaecology . . . . . . 654
IAN L. CRAFT

Chairman: Professor E. S. Perkins
Inflammation in human skin induced by ultraviolet irradiation . . . 656
NORMAN A. PLUMMER, C. N. HENSBY, A. KOBZA BLACK and M. W. GREAVES

Injury and inflammation in the eye . . . . . . 658
P. BHATTACHERJEE and DAVID F. COLE

Oedema and vasodilatation in inflammation. The relevance of prostaglandins . . 660
T. J. WILLIAMS

Prostaglandins and model aspects of thrombosis . . . . . . 663
JOHN WESTWICK

Chairman: Dr John Morley
Discussion . . . . . . . . . 667



Postgraduate Medical Journal: Notice to Contributors

Typescripts. Two complete copies should be sent to the Editor, Postgraduate Medical Journal, Chandos House,
2 Queen Anne Street, London WIM 9LE. Papers should be typewritten on one side of the paper only, with a
11 inch margin, and the lines should be double spaced. The paper should bear the name of the author(s)
with their degrees and the name of the laboratory or research institute where the work has been carried out.
The full address of the principal author should be given as a footnote.

The principal author must ensure that any co-authors listed agree to submission of the typescript. Any
written or illustrative material which has been or will be published elsewhere must be duly acknowledged and
accompanied by the written consent of the authors and publishers concerned.

Arrangement. Papers should be divided into: (a) Summary; (b) Introduction; (c) Materials and methods;
(d) Results; (e) Discussion; (f) Acknowledgments; (g) References.

References in the text. These should be made by giving the author's surname, with the year of publication in
parentheses. When reference is made to a work by three authors all names should be given when cited for the
first time, and thereafter only the first name, adding et al., e.g. Smith et al. (1958). The 'et al.' form should
always be used for works by four or more authors. If several papers by the same author and from the same
year are cited, a, b, c, etc., should be put after the year of publication, e.g. Smith et al. (1958a).

All references should be brought together at the end of the paper in alphabetical order giving (a) name(s) of the
author(s); (b) year of publication in parentheses; (c) title of paper in its original form; (d) title of journal in
full, underlined; (e) volume number, underlined; number of first page of article. References to books and mono-
graphs should include (a) name(s) and initials of all author(s) or editor(s); year of publication in parentheses;
(b) title, underlined; (c) edition; (d) page referred to; (e) publisher; (f) place. Authors should ensure that the
listed references correspond exactly to those in the text. Authors are responsible for the accuracy of their
references.

Standard usage. The Concise Oxford English Dictionary is used as a reference for all spelling and hyphenation.
Verbs which contain the suffix ize (ise) and their derivatives should be spelt with the z. Statistics and measure-
ments should always be given in figures, i.e. 10 min, 20 hr, 5 ml, except where the number begins the sentence.
When the number does not refer to a unit of measurement, it is spelt out except where the number is greater
than one hundred. SI units should be used wherever possible. Papers should be written in the third person.

Figures. In the text Arabic numbers, e.g. Fig. 3, should be used. They should be marked on the backs with
the name(s) of the author(s) and the title of the paper. The top of each figure should be indicated with an arrow
on the reverse side. Each figure must bear a reference corresponding to a similar number in the text. Photo-
graphs and photomicrographs should be unmounted glossy prints and should not be retouched. Line diagrams
should be on separate sheets; they should be drawn with black Indian ink on white paper and should be twice
the size of the final reproduction. The originals of line diagrams, prepared as described above, may be sub-
mitted in photographs of similar size. The legends of all figures should be typed together on a single sheet of
paper headed 'Captions to Figures'.
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Offprints. These may be purchased if ordered on the form which will be sent to the senior author with the
proofs.


