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Intended for medical students, it will, in my opinion, be of
particular value to those engaged in the teaching of students,
whether of orthopaedics, rheumatology, physiotherapy or
occupational therapy, who value good new source material
for visual aids. It is to be hoped that EEC reciprocity in
medicine will lead to further European productions of this
standard.

Medicine in Old Age
Pp. 178. British Medical Journal, London, 1974. £2.00,
$6.00.

The inclusion under one cover of a series of articles pub-
lished in the British Medical Journal during 1973 to early
1974 provides a neat series of 'thumb-nail' sketches on special
aspects of medicine in the elderly. There are chapters on
dementia, mode of presentation of illness, laboratory investi-
gations, endocrine disorders and rehabilitation, to mention
but a few. They are all short, succinct and practical. The first
articles by Bernard Isaacs must be especially picked out for
its description of the philosophy of geriatrics in a style which
rarely graces medical scientific publication.

A Colour Atlas of Microbiology
By R. J. OLDS. Pp. 288, hard cover, illustrated. Wolfe
Publishing Ltd, London, 1974. £7.00.

There are few well illustrated books in medical microbiology
but the author of this Atlas has matched the excellence of the
publisher's art with a succinct, pertinent explanatory text.
The author's own introduction sets out the aims of the book
and, to a large extent, these have been achieved.

Chapters on the macroscopic and microscopic appearance
are well laid out with a small but important section on
Mycobacteria.
The section on Mycology is excellent and fair tribute has

been paid to Dr Mackenzie and his collection of fungi. It is
commendable that the serious laboratory hazard of working
with Coccidioides iminitis is stressed on more than one
occasion.
The section on Antibiotics and Chemotherapeutic agents

is the weakest in the book and although interesting in parts
is clearly just out of date. None of the newer and valuable
antibiotics is mentioned and many of the pitfalls in disc
sensitivity tests are omitted. To mention the latest method of
classifying atypical mycobacteria without discussing con-
trolled sensitivity disc tests is suprisingly illogical in a thought-
fully planned book.
The short chapter on Variation and Genetics is interesting

whilst maintaining its academic presentation. Further chap-
ters on Bacteriophage and Bacteriocins, Biochemical
Reactions and Immunological Reactions are useful and clear;
the photographs of the Biochemical reactions in tubes are
excellent. The final chapter on pathogenicity tests is a clear
reminder to the student of the valuable part that animal tests
still play in establishing the virulence of clinical isolates.

In summary, this book will find a useful place in the labora-
tories of students of bacteriology and mycology.

Abdominal Echography. Ultrasound in the diagnosis of abdo-
minal conditions
By ELLIS BARNETT and PATRICIA MORLEY. Pp. X + 138,
soft cover, illustrated. Butterworth's, London, 1974. £4.50.

This small book, which is profusely illustrated with what, in
general, are excellently clear photographs, deals in a com-
mendably concise fashion with all forms of abdominal echo-
graphy. Its main fault lies in the disproportionately small
amount of space given to ultrasonic fetal measurements, in
particular, the calculation of the bi-parietal diameter. In this
context it is surprising that not one single photograph of a
midline scan is published. Surely, an important omission.

This apart, the book is well balanced and forms a useful
addition to the current literature on the subject.

Medical Physiology
Ed. by VERNON B. MOUNTCASTLE. 13th edn, 2 vols. Henry
Kimpton, London, 1975. £14.00.

This book was first published over half a century ago and the
present thirteenth edition has reached 1800 pages.

It manages to illustrate most of the faults one fears in
books written by many authors, thirty-eight in this case. The
occasional chapter has even required two experts. While we
can accept the inevitable variety in grammar, presentation
and terminology, it is more difficult to excuse the almost
unbelievable imbalance between the treatment of different
topics. For instance, the whole of the first volume is devoted
to neurophysiology and neuromuscular control, leaving all
the rest of physiology to be contained in the second volume.
Perhaps it is significant of this particular type of text book
from America that over 800 pages are devoted to the nervous
system while the digestive tract merits less than 100. Equally
inexcusable is the total absence of co-ordination between
chapters. The comment by the editor that this book does not
provide a 'correlation or integration' between different fields
of physiology, is an understatement. For example, Fig. 40-4
is almost exactly the same as Fig. 46-4, sixty-nine pages further
on, but in a different chapter written, of course, by a different
author. However, the generally high quality of the illustra-
tions is about the only merit one can find in this book.

Calling this a work on medical physiology is for the most
part quite misleading. Most of the experimental data quoted
refer to observations in animals with no mention of their
relevance to humans even in health, let alone in disease. For
instance, factors affecting gastric secretion are only illustrated
with animal models, even though there is now a considerable
body of human data available in the normal as well as the
abnormal situation. This is paralleled by virtually no mention
in the text of the physiology ofcommon organ malfunctions.
There is, also, no entry in the index for shock, cardiac
failure or vagal section nor could any reference be found to
such applied topics in the text, with the one exception of a
few pages on physiology of renal disease. Similarly, there is
little or no mention of the physiological basis of clinical
function tests, which is one of the principal applications of
physiology to medicine.

This book is, therefore, quite unsuitable for medical
students or for that matter any medically orientated physi-
ologist. Even as a reference book for physiologists there are
better organized, more useful alternatives. It is difficult to
know to whom to recommend this book except to the
library that already has everything.
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