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Applied Pharmacology. Ed. by ANDREW WILSON, H. 0. SCHILD
and WALTER MODELL. Pp. 605, 11th edn, linen cover, illus-
trated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1975. £8.50.

Cerebrovascular Disability and the Ageing Brain. By G. F.
ADAMS. Pp. xi + 157, hard cover, illustrated. Churchill
Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1974. £4.50.

Chronobiological Aspects ofEndocrinology. Ed. by J. ASCHOFF,
F. CERESA and F. HALBERG. Proceedings of the Conference
held in Capri, April 8-10, 1974. Chronobiologia, I, Suppl.
1, 509 pp., linen cover, illustrated. 'II Ponte', Milan, 1974.
$10.00.

Concise Anatomy. By MARY E. TODD and G. M. WYBURN.
Pp. 349, 2nd edn, soft cover, illustrated. Churchill Living-
stone, Edinburgh, 1975. £2.50.

Coordination of Services for the Mentally Handicapped. (An
account of a King's Fund research project.) By LESLIE
Paine. Pp. 44, linen cover. King Edward's Hospital Fund,
London, 1974/75. £1.50.

Functional Neuroanatomy of Man (the Neurology section of
Gray's Anatomy, 34th edn). By PETER L. WILLIAMS and
ROGER WARWICK. Pp. X + 746-1194, linen cover, illus-
trated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1975. £7.50.

The Key to the Sciences ofMan (The 'Impossible' Relativity of
Value Reactions). By D. G. GARAN. Pp. xii + 561, hard
cover. Philosophical Library, Inc., New York, 1975.
$10.00.

Medical Psychiatry Journal Articles. A collection of current
articles related to Medical Psychiatry. Ed. by F. GORDON
FOSTER and RICHERT. E. GOYETTE. Pp. 415, board cover,

illustrated. H. K. Lewis & Co. for Medical Examination
Publishing Co., Inc., London, 1974. £6.00.

Medical and Surgical Endocrinology. By D. A. D. MONT-
GOMERY and R. B. WELBOURN. (Revised and enlarged
edition of Clinical Endocrinology for Surgeons.) Pp. xvi +
601, hard cover, illustrated. Edward Arnold, London,
1975. £27.50.

Methods in Neurological Examination (Medicine in the
Tropics). By T. 0. DADA. Pp. xi + 227, soft cover, illus-
trated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1975. £3.75.

Modern Medicine (A textbook for students, practitioners and
examiners by members of the teaching staff of the Univer-
sity of Bristol School of Medicine). Ed. by ALAN E. READ,
D. W. BARRITT and R. LANGTON HEWER. Pp. 543, soft
cover, illustrated. Pitman Medical, Tunbridge Wells, Kent,
1975. £8.00.

Physiology for Practitioners. Ed. by IAN C. RODDIE. Pp. xiii
+ 186, 2nd edn, linen cover, illustrated. Churchill Living-
stone, Edinburgh, 1975. £2.50.

Recent Advances in Pathology (Number 9). Ed. by C. V.
HARRISON and K. WEINBREN. Pp. viii + 279, hard cover,
illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1975. £9.50.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases. By C. B. S. SCHOFIELD. Pp.
vii + 261, 2nd edn, soft cover, illustrated. Churchill Living-
stone, Edinburgh, 1975. £2.00.

Writing Scientific Papers in English (An ELSE-Ciba Founda-
tion Guide for Authors). By MAEVE O'CONNOR and F.
PETER WOODFORD. Pp. vii + 108, hard cover. Associated
Scientific Publishers, Amsterdam, Oxford, New York,
1975. Dfl. 21.00 (approx. US $8.75).

Book reviews

Common Neuroses in General Practice. A behavioural approach
By J. C. M. WILKINSON and K. LATIF. Pp. xi + 153, soft
cover. John Wright and Sons Ltd, Bristol, 1974. £2.95.

This slim volume summarizes the behavioural therapy
approach and as such produces a readable, useful account.
It examines the categories of patients likely to benefit from
such help and encourages the general practitioner to master
the easily learnt but rather time-consuming techniques. The
authors importantly also list those groups unlikely to benefit,
although these groups include our most frequent attenders
and our most difficult cases. They also point out the need for
constant supportive psychotherapy and possibly chemo-
therapy for depressives.
However, it seems a most useful therapeutic tool for iso-

ated symptoms in preferably undamaged personalities and is
well worth reading.

The Physiology of the Joints. Volume 3. The Trunk and the
Vertebral Column
By I. A. KAPANDJI (transl. L. H. Honor6). Pp. 251, soft
cover, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1974.
£4.00.

In Volume I and II of this series the superb draughtsmanship
of Dr Kapandji, Ancien Chef de Clinique Chirurgicale et
Assistant des H6pitaux de Paris, illustrates the mechanics of
the upper and lower limbs. This third collection of drawings
clarifies a particularly difficult area of human anatomy to

grasp in detail and enables the student to retain it in a clear
and reproducible form in the memory. In the space of 250
pages there are 397 diagrams. They are all beautiful but in
my view some sixteen at least are superfluous, either depicting
the obvious such as the evident curves of the spine as a whole,
or adding a confusing 'geometrical analysis'. It is a pity that
these do not help the student as do those in, say, 'Grant's
Method of Anatomy' in which an ingenious pseudo-logic is
invented. Their omission would have permitted a fuller accom-
panying text. This is in fact so good a translation from the
French that the only indication of the book's origin is the
reference to French medical authorities whose names will be
largely unknown to the British reader.
But for the most part the work succeeds effortlessly.

Particularly would I recommend the sections on the structure
of the vertebral bodies and intervertebral discs, their re-
sponse to load and mechanisms of recovery, modes of pro-
lapse and presenting symptoms, that on the sacro-iliac joints
for Delmas' concept of two varieties of anatomy with con-
sequent disorders which are manifestations of differing
surface contours, and the section on spondylolisthesis
(despite the archaic spelling used). The concept of the trunk
as an inflatable structure provides an attractive explanation
of observable muscle actions which are at variance with
classical teachings. Actual errors are few. That failure of
water imbibition by discs is a major contributor to the loss of
height in the aged cannot be accepted, however, particularly
as it is at odds with the facts of spinal osteoporosis so beauti-
fully illustrated earlier in the book.
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Intended for medical students, it will, in my opinion, be of
particular value to those engaged in the teaching of students,
whether of orthopaedics, rheumatology, physiotherapy or
occupational therapy, who value good new source material
for visual aids. It is to be hoped that EEC reciprocity in
medicine will lead to further European productions of this
standard.

Medicine in Old Age
Pp. 178. British Medical Journal, London, 1974. £2.00,
$6.00.

The inclusion under one cover of a series of articles pub-
lished in the British Medical Journal during 1973 to early
1974 provides a neat series of 'thumb-nail' sketches on special
aspects of medicine in the elderly. There are chapters on
dementia, mode of presentation of illness, laboratory investi-
gations, endocrine disorders and rehabilitation, to mention
but a few. They are all short, succinct and practical. The first
articles by Bernard Isaacs must be especially picked out for
its description of the philosophy of geriatrics in a style which
rarely graces medical scientific publication.

A Colour Atlas of Microbiology
By R. J. OLDS. Pp. 288, hard cover, illustrated. Wolfe
Publishing Ltd, London, 1974. £7.00.

There are few well illustrated books in medical microbiology
but the author of this Atlas has matched the excellence of the
publisher's art with a succinct, pertinent explanatory text.
The author's own introduction sets out the aims of the book
and, to a large extent, these have been achieved.

Chapters on the macroscopic and microscopic appearance
are well laid out with a small but important section on
Mycobacteria.
The section on Mycology is excellent and fair tribute has

been paid to Dr Mackenzie and his collection of fungi. It is
commendable that the serious laboratory hazard of working
with Coccidioides iminitis is stressed on more than one
occasion.
The section on Antibiotics and Chemotherapeutic agents

is the weakest in the book and although interesting in parts
is clearly just out of date. None of the newer and valuable
antibiotics is mentioned and many of the pitfalls in disc
sensitivity tests are omitted. To mention the latest method of
classifying atypical mycobacteria without discussing con-
trolled sensitivity disc tests is suprisingly illogical in a thought-
fully planned book.
The short chapter on Variation and Genetics is interesting

whilst maintaining its academic presentation. Further chap-
ters on Bacteriophage and Bacteriocins, Biochemical
Reactions and Immunological Reactions are useful and clear;
the photographs of the Biochemical reactions in tubes are
excellent. The final chapter on pathogenicity tests is a clear
reminder to the student of the valuable part that animal tests
still play in establishing the virulence of clinical isolates.

In summary, this book will find a useful place in the labora-
tories of students of bacteriology and mycology.

Abdominal Echography. Ultrasound in the diagnosis of abdo-
minal conditions
By ELLIS BARNETT and PATRICIA MORLEY. Pp. X + 138,
soft cover, illustrated. Butterworth's, London, 1974. £4.50.

This small book, which is profusely illustrated with what, in
general, are excellently clear photographs, deals in a com-
mendably concise fashion with all forms of abdominal echo-
graphy. Its main fault lies in the disproportionately small
amount of space given to ultrasonic fetal measurements, in
particular, the calculation of the bi-parietal diameter. In this
context it is surprising that not one single photograph of a
midline scan is published. Surely, an important omission.

This apart, the book is well balanced and forms a useful
addition to the current literature on the subject.

Medical Physiology
Ed. by VERNON B. MOUNTCASTLE. 13th edn, 2 vols. Henry
Kimpton, London, 1975. £14.00.

This book was first published over half a century ago and the
present thirteenth edition has reached 1800 pages.

It manages to illustrate most of the faults one fears in
books written by many authors, thirty-eight in this case. The
occasional chapter has even required two experts. While we
can accept the inevitable variety in grammar, presentation
and terminology, it is more difficult to excuse the almost
unbelievable imbalance between the treatment of different
topics. For instance, the whole of the first volume is devoted
to neurophysiology and neuromuscular control, leaving all
the rest of physiology to be contained in the second volume.
Perhaps it is significant of this particular type of text book
from America that over 800 pages are devoted to the nervous
system while the digestive tract merits less than 100. Equally
inexcusable is the total absence of co-ordination between
chapters. The comment by the editor that this book does not
provide a 'correlation or integration' between different fields
of physiology, is an understatement. For example, Fig. 40-4
is almost exactly the same as Fig. 46-4, sixty-nine pages further
on, but in a different chapter written, of course, by a different
author. However, the generally high quality of the illustra-
tions is about the only merit one can find in this book.

Calling this a work on medical physiology is for the most
part quite misleading. Most of the experimental data quoted
refer to observations in animals with no mention of their
relevance to humans even in health, let alone in disease. For
instance, factors affecting gastric secretion are only illustrated
with animal models, even though there is now a considerable
body of human data available in the normal as well as the
abnormal situation. This is paralleled by virtually no mention
in the text of the physiology ofcommon organ malfunctions.
There is, also, no entry in the index for shock, cardiac
failure or vagal section nor could any reference be found to
such applied topics in the text, with the one exception of a
few pages on physiology of renal disease. Similarly, there is
little or no mention of the physiological basis of clinical
function tests, which is one of the principal applications of
physiology to medicine.

This book is, therefore, quite unsuitable for medical
students or for that matter any medically orientated physi-
ologist. Even as a reference book for physiologists there are
better organized, more useful alternatives. It is difficult to
know to whom to recommend this book except to the
library that already has everything.
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