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are frequently alleged by accused persons,
and this is sometimes true. It would seem
that the loss of memory in these cases is
sometimes produced by the repression of a
memory too painful to be retained in
consciousness.
The crime of the melancholiac is often the

result of deliberation and purpose, but is
sometimes due to apparently motiveless
violence. The accused may show little
impairment of perception and disturbances
of affection and conation may be difficult to
demonstrate and associate with legal insanity.
In certain cases the circumstances of the
crime indicate a disordered mind so clearly
that the jury have no difficulty in reaching a
verdict of insanity. But the melancholiac,
even when delusions are present, may know
the nature and quality of his act and that it
is wrong in law. This was so in the case
referred to in a pre ious lecture of a melan-
choliac who attacked a lad in the street
because he wanted to commit murder in
order to be hanged.
The melancholiac may be fit or unfit to

plead. In cases of melancholic stupor there
is no doubt that he is unfit to plead. In
other cases it may be necessary to testify that
the accused is unfit to plead on the ground
that he is so detached and unconcerned at his
own position, or so determined to suffer at
the hands of the law, that he is thereby
incapable of properly instructing counsel in
his defence.

In mania as well as in melancholia the
accused may know what he is doing and that
what he is doing is wrong. The maniac
may be unfit to plead, but the mild hypo-
maniac may be fit to plead, and may on
occasion conduct his defence with unwonted
skill. The effect of the disease may be to
cause a quick mental reaction and alertness
of mind, a sense of well-being and self-
reliance, which favours the accused when
questioning witnesses or when giving evi-
dence himself.
A final observation. The usual purpose of

the examination of a mental patientis to ascer-

tain the presence of mental disorder, its pro-
gnosis and treatment. But in criminal work
mental disorder and insanity are not synony-
mous terms, and it becomes necessary to
examine also all the known circumstances of
a crime to ascertain whether the disordered
person is legally insane.

EDITORI AL.
WE wish to draw our readers' attention to
the fact that the August issue of the POST-
GRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL will be of
augmented size and will, in fact, be a special
post-graduate education number. In view
of the combined Meeting of the British
Medical Association and Canadian Medical
Association at Winnipeg next month, we
think our subscribers will be interested in
reading the opinions of eminent authorities
in regard to the facilities for post-graduate
education available in Canada and in this
country. Dr. Primrose has contributed an
article which will appeal to the Canadian
reader as it details the facilities offered in
that country. Contributors from this side
of the Atlantic include Mr. Donald Armour
(a graduate of the University of Toronto),
Sir John Rose Bradford (President of the
Royal College of Physicians), and Mr.
Herbert Carson and Mr. Herbert Paterson.
The latter are honorary officers of the
Fellowship of Medicine and Post-Graduate
Medical Association, and can therefore speak
with authority of the post-graduate work ob-
tainable in London, as this Association is at
present the chief organization for dealing
with post-graduate education.

In connection with the Winnipeg meeting
we have received from Dr. Linsey Williams,
Director of the New York Academy of
Medicine, a cordial invitation to any
members who are planning to pass through
New York on their way to the meeting to
make full use of the Academy. The follow-
ing facilities are available: the Library, open
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; meetings-two stated
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meetings of the academy are held each
month, and in addition there are usually one
or more meetings held each night, either by
sections of the Academy or by other medi-
cal societies in the city. All meetings and
lectures are open to the medical profession.
There is also a Bureau of Clinical Informa-
tion which offers detailed information re-
garding opportunities for graduate medical
study in New York and other cities of the
United States and Canada. Physicians are
invited to make the Bureau their head-
quarters while in the city, and Members of
the Fellowship of Medicine in particular
are desired to introduce themselves to Miss
Grace Carstensen, the Executive Secretary
of the Academy, which is situated in Fifth
Avenue and Io3rd Street, New York
City.

The Wellcome Historical Medical Museum
was opened in I9I3. Amongst many inter-
esting exhibits are certain documents dealing
with the work of Henry Hill Hickman,
who did so much to promote the use of
anesthetics.
We have received a very interesting

little book published by the Wellcome
Foundation, Ltd., as a souvenir of Henry
Hill Hickman in connection with a
centenary exhibition.

In addition to the interesting MSS., in-
cluding Hickman's appeal to Charles X in
1828, there are many excellent illustrations.
There is a foreword by Mr. Dudley Buxton
in which the great value of Hickman's work
is described.
The book is very well got up and

published, and makes most interesting
reading.

POST-GRADUATE NEWS.

THE Fellowship of Medicine has arranged
the following courses for the vacation
months: From July 21 to August 2 an
afternoon course will be given under the

direction of Dr. Eric Pritchard at the
Infants Hospital, Vincent Square, S.W.I.
This course is especially suitable for those
engaged in infant welfare centres, as well as
of great value to others especially in touch
with diseases of infants. Instruction is given
either by demonstration or by lecture, and
interesting visits are arranged to other
centres away from the hospital. Fee £3 3s.
From August 5 to August 30 a course of

instruction in Urology will be given at the
All Saints' Hospital, Vauxhall Bridge Road,
S.W. i. This course will consist of clinical
and cystoscopic demonstrations undertaken
by members of the staffs on Monday and
Wednesday evenings, at 6.I5 p.m., Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday after-
noons at 1.45 p.m., on both male and
female patients. For particulars of opera-
tions and other facilities offered at this
hospital application should be made to the
hospital. Fee £2 12s. 6d.

An all-day course will be undertaken by
the staff at the Brompton Hospital from
August ii to August 16. All branches of
pulmonary diseases will be dealt with and
facilities will be afforded to the post-
graduates enrolling to see the work going
on in the various departments of this
hospital. Fee £3 3s.
The courses to be given in September will

be dealt with in our next issue, but post-
graduates are invited to apply to the office
of the Fellowship of Medicine, i, Wimpole
Street, W. I, should they require detailed
syllabuses of any courses for I930.

Attention is directed to the facilities
afforded for post-graduate instruction under
the General Course Scheme of the Fellow-
ship of Medicine. This course consists of
the clinical practice of the hospitals affi-
liated to the Fellowship. A programme is
provided which is arranged under subject
headings and leaves the holder of the com-

prehensive tickets (X2 2s. to £21-one week
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