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fore being on severe sub-normality. The first few chapters
are devoted to aetiological considerations and here the
authors' breadth of vision is immediately apparent as they
present clearly and concisely but in detail the limited and
sometimes conflicting evidence concerning the complex
interactions of genetic and early environmental influences.
An extensive and learned chapter on specific and nonspecific aspects of cerebral pathology in sub-normality is
followed by a brief cautionary review of non-specific biochemical abnormalities which reminds one of the parallel
history of initial enthusiastic but inadequately controlled
biochemical investigations of the psychoses which have
also usually come to nought.
Subsequent chapters are respectively devoted to mongolism, hydrocephalus, in-born and acquired errors of
metabolism, the lipidoses and leucodystrophies, aminoacidurias, neuromuscular disorders and miscellaneous conditions. Finally, an extensive fifty-page appendix provides
information about the relevant techniques of biochemical
and pathological investigations. This reviewer is not a
specialist in sub-normality and cannot speak with that
degree of authority. However, he has no doubt that this is a
major book deserving to be read by all those interested in
the complex origins of disease as well as it being an important
work of reference for the expert.

The Mentally Abnormal Offender
A Ciba Foundation Symposium. Edited by A. V. S. DE
REUCK and RUTH PORTER. Pp. 267. London: J. & A.
Churchill, 1968. 65s.
This verbatim report has been published just over 1 year
after the Symposium, and allows the reader to learn of the
proceedings while the issues discussed are little changed by
intervening events or publications. Chaired by Sir Charles
Cunningham, a distinguished civil servant with long experience in these areas, the discussions centred round three
themes: Antisocial behaviour and its treatment; associated
social problems; and legal aspects. Predefinitions of 'mental
abnormality' and of 'offence' were explicitly avoided. Nearly
half of the speakers were from the United Kingdom; the
United States, Denmark, Holland, Belgium and Sweden
were also represented, but there was only one speaker from
an Iron Curtain Country. The perennial conflict between the
Law and Medicine, the antitheses which so often appear to
exist between punishment, protection of society, and psychological treatment were not swept under the carpet, but it is
to the credit of the speakers that in the absence of some
personal information the reviewer was often unable to decide
which of them were in possession of a medical qualification.
Unfortunately, it is not possible to extract from these
proceedings any definite answers to questions which are in
the minds of all of us doctors, who from time to time are
concerned with offenders who may or may not be mentally
abnormal: Can the offence be ascribed to psychopathology?
Is psychological treatment indicated? How successful is it
likely to be? What emerges clearly again and again is the
need for further research, and occasionally a suggestion
as to the form which further enquiries might usefully take.
To the forensic specialist almost every word contributed by
the speakers and the discussants will be of greatest interest.
The average physician or psychiatrist, lawyer or sociologist
will at least get some idea of recent trends in psychological
penology and forensic psychiatry.
Without any judgment of special value, a few speakers
dealing with specific subjects of interest to medical men might
be enumerated. Kloek (Holland) and Schipkowensky
(Bulgaria) read papers on the relationship between the
functional psychoses and crime. The subsequent discussion
indicated the far greater importance in this connection of
affective as against schizophrenic states. Roth (U.K.) summar.zed the role of ageing and of the organic psychoses.

Mental defect and psychopathy were dealt with mainly by
Shapiro (U.K.) and Craft (U.K.). Several speakers made
contributions to problems arising from the treatment of
offenders in mental hospitals and special institutionsamong them Stuerup (Denmark), McGrath (U.K.), Rollin
(U.K.) and Gibbens (U.K.). There is a fascinating description
of twin studies and their implications by Christiansen
(Denmark).
Pathology Annual
Vol. 3, 1968. Series editor: S. C. SOMMERS. Pp. 466, illustrated. New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts; London:

Butterworths, 1968. £6 18s.
The third in the now well established series of Pathology
Annuals under the editorship of Dr Sheldon C. Sommers,
contains chapters on malaria in Vietnam, the histological
diagnosis of protozoal disease, histoplasmosis, enzyme
cytochemistry, amyloid disease, sweat gland carcinoma,
five chapters on various aspects of renal disease, two complementary chapters on chronic obstructive lung disease and
emphysema and finally a chapter on the possible cause of
non-remyelinization in the human central nervous system. A
critical review of the book would require almost as many
specialists as there are chapters but to a general pathologist
it would appear that most of the topics are of current
interest and are well reviewed and documented. The volume is
well bound and printed on a particularly pleasing paper. The
illustrations are good though one wonders if the colour
plate of photomicrographs of renal glomeruli is of any great
help. With one exception the contributors are Americans
(the other is a Canadian) and most references are to American
journals. As with other books, the cost is high and the price
has increased by 23s. since last year, but the value is good
and similar volumes will be looked forward to in future years.

Growth of the Nervous System
A Ciba Foundation Symposium. Edited by G. E. W.
WOLSTENHOLME and MAEVE O'CONNOR. Pp. xi + 295,
illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill, 1968. 65s.
As emphasized by Sir John Eccles in his introductory
comments as Chairman of this Symposium, the mammalian
brain is the most complex organization of matter known to
occur. In attempting to understand this organization,
knowledge as to the way in which the nervous system is
developed is clearly of fundamental significance, and this is
the theme of the Ciba Foundation Symposium held in
London in 1967. The contributions are collected into four
sections, dealing respectively with the development of
specific neuronal connections, the development of movement,
the role of chemically specific signals in development, and
finally 'trophic' interactions between the nervous system and
peripheral structures. This is an important area of neurobiology and the papers presented at this Symposium reflect a
number of directions in which the subject itself is developing.

Histochemistry Theoretical and Applied. Vol. 1
By A. G. EVERSON PEARSE. Third edition. Pp. vii + 759,
illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill, 1968. 130s.

Postgrad Med J: first published as 10.1136/pgmj.45.521.234-a on 1 March 1969. Downloaded from http://pmj.bmj.com/ on August 17, 2022 by guest. Protected by
copyright.

234

This is the first volume of a new two volume edition of
'Pearse'. It is planned to publish the second volume in 1970.
It covers the general ground of the first part of the last
edition including chapters on proteins, carbohydrates and
mucosubstances, lipids and phosphatases. A large amount of
new material is included particularly in the sections on
immunofluorescence, carbohydrates and acid phosphatases.
It is a comfort that the author now acknowledges reliance on
others for some technical procedures, so rapid is the advancement in this field. Over 150 pages of technical methods are
included in the appendix. The very high standard of previous
editions is maintained and £6 10s. is not too high a price to
pay for such an authoritative work.

