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BOOKS RECEIVED
The Editorial Board acknowledge with thanks receipt of the following
volumes. A selection from these will be madefor review.

' Neurosecretion '. Memoirs of the Society for
Endocrinology, No. I2: Proceedings of the Third Inter-
national Symposium on 'Neurosecretion' held in the
University of Bristol, September I96I. Edited by
H. Heller and R. B. Clark. Pp. xv + 455, illustrated.
London and New York: Academic Press. I962. 90S.
'A History of American Pathology'. By Esmond

R. Long, M.D., PH.D. Pp. xiv + 460, illustrated.
Springfield, Illinois: Charles C Thomas. I962. $12.50.
'Data Acquisition and Processing in Biology and

Medicine'. Edited by Kurt Enslein. Proceedings of
the l96I Rochester Conference. Pp. viii + I9I, illus-
trated. Oxford, London, New York and Paris: Per-
gamon Press. I962. sos.

'Report of the Medical Research Council for the
Year I960-6I '. Committee of Privy Council for
Medical Research. Pp. viii + 372, illustrated. London:
H.M.S.O. I962. 2 IS.

'Human Intersex'. By David J. B. Ashley, M.D.
Pp. xi + 357. Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Living-
stone. I962. 40S.
'The Chemical Basis of Carcinogenic Activity '. By

G. M. Badger, PH.D., D.SC. Pp. xiii + 72. Springfield,
Illinois: Charles C Thomas. I962. $5.00.

'Prothrombin'. By Walter H. Seegers. Pp. xxvi
+ 728, illustrated. Harvard University Press. London:
Oxford University Press. I962. 120S.

New Editions
'Recent Advances in Pharmacology'. By J. M.

Robson, M.D., D.SC., F.R.S.E., and R. S. Stacey, M.A.,
M.D. Third edition. Pp. x + 406, with 68 illustrations.
London: J. & A. Churchill. I962. 54s.

'Child Health and Development'. Edited by
R. W. B. Ellis, O.B.E., M.A., M.D., F.R.c.P. Third edition.
Pp. ix + 485, illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill.
I962. 56s.

BOOK REVIEWS

The Chromatography of Steroids
I. E. BUSH. Volume 2 of the Biochemistry Division
of the International Series of Monographs on Pure
and Applied Biology. PP. xxi + 437. Oxford,
London, New York and Paris: Pergamon Press.
I 96 Ii. 8os.

This is a highly technical book on a specialized
subject which, though of great biological importance,
has limited application in medicine. The subject is so
complicated that the author starts by giving a short
glossary, an exposition of an abbreviated nomenclature,
and a long discussion on the basic theory of chromato-
graphy. The rest of the book deals mainly with tech-
niques and apparatus and their application to typical
analytical problems. It is noteworthy that the author
goes to great pains to explain the fine details of tech-
nique which so often make all the difference between
good and poor results, and uses line drawings to illustrate
them whenever necessary; he even outlines a simple
method of maintaining temperature control in small
rooms.

Such a volume is incomprehensible to the clinician,
and even a chemical pathologist may find himself
drowning in a sea of technical and terminological
peculiarities. It will be invaluable to the biochemist
who is already working in, or intends to start work in,
the field of steroid chemistry, and will allow him to
select, from the many published methods, those which
will prove most efficient for his particular problem.

Renal Biopsy: Clinical and Pathological
Significance

A Ciba Foundation Symposium. Edited by
G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME, O.B.E., M.A., M.B.,
M.R.C.P., and MARGARET P. CAMERON, M.A. PP. 395,
with I34 illustrations. London: J. & A. Churchill.
I 962. 6os.

This excellent boolk presents the papers read at the
Ciba Foundation Symposium on ' Clinico-Pathological
Significance of Renal Biopsy' held in March I96I.
As is to be expected in this series, it is impeccably
edited and produced and beautifully illustrated, while
the 'off-the-cuff' discussions following each paper
seem to have been at a level even higher and more
interesting than usual. The main topics discussed were
proteinuria and the nephrotic syndrome, and pyelo-
nephritis, though there were also papers on glomerulo-
nephritis and lupus nephritis as well as a contribution
from R. M. Kark on Quantitative Histochemistry of the
Nephron. Many others besides nephrologists will want
to buy this book; probably most of the latter have
already done so.

The Mechanism of Action of Water-Soluble
Vitamins

Ciba Foundation Study Group No. ii. Edited by
A. V. S. DE REUCK, M.SC., D.I.C., A.R.C.S., and
M. O'CONNOR, B.A. Pp. Viii + 120, illustrated.
London: J. & A. Churchill. I96I.

This little book comprises five review articles and
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discussions from a study group of 20 well-known
chemists and biochemists meeting under the chair-
manship of Professor H. Theorell on April 28, 196I.
The reviews cover mechanisms in the liver alcohol
dehydrogenase system and the mechanisms of the
actions of pyridoxine and related compounds, tetra-
hydrofolic acid, thiamine and and biotin. Much of the
subject-matter is specialized physical biochemistry,
and therefore the book will appeal mainly to bio-
chemists, honours biochemistry students and others
interested in the intricacies of biochemical processes.
Such readers will find valuable up-to-date information
in the book, showing both how theoretical predictions
have been tested experimentally and summarizing the
present state of speculation about mechanisms which
are not yet fully understood. The book is well edited
and well presented, although there are a number of
small printing errors and omissions. Those not
familiar with the field may wonder what ' a vitamin B12
of Escherichia coli ' is (p. I 14).

Biological Stains
H. J. CoNN and others. Seventh edition. Pp.
x + 355, illustrated. Baltimore: Williams and
Wilkins. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox.
96I . 72S.

This book has been essential for the histologist and
microscopist ever since its first edition appeared in 1925,
because it is the only one which offers a critical ap-
praisal of the terminology of stains, an account of their
chemical structure and staining properties, and standard
methods for testing the stains for purity and to give
satisfaction to the user. In this edition the first four
chapters deal with chemical and physical generalities,
the next five with the synthetic dyes used as biological
stains, and the last two with natural dyes and compound
dyes. Two new chapters, one on the stable diazo salts
used mainly for the histochemical location of hydrolytic
enzymes, the other on the tetrazolium salts used for the
localization of oxidizing enzyme systems, have been
added in' this edition. Appendices giving synonyms,
colour index numbers, solubility, and methods for test-
ing, as well as about 5oo references and a very satisfactory
index, complete the book.
No histological or cytological laboratory can afford to

be without this book, and the biological worker owes
much to the untiring efforts of the Commission on
Standardization of Biological Stains, of which Dr. Conn
is chairman, for its efforts to transform biological staining
from a process akin to ceremonial magic into the
relatively precise and logical process it has become today.

Vesico-vaginal Fistula
J. CHASSAR MOIR, C.B.E., M.D., M.A., D.M.,
F.R.C.S.E., F.R.C.O.G. PP. vii + I 5I, illustrated.
London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. x961. 40S.

I enjoyed reading this book. The style is lucid and
the book contains everything needed to achieve suc-
cessful results by a reasonably competent gynwecological
surgeon. Professor Chassar Moir has had such exten-
sive experience of fistulee, especially perhaps in curing
patients of this distressing condition, when others
have failed.

It seems an impertinence to find anything to
criticize: Fig. 29 on page 63 has the captions reversed,
and Fig. 44 on page 92 is referred to in the text as
being on page 9I.
When the urinary flow is diverted, the results are

better if the ureters are transplanted into the rectum,
rather than into the colon, nor is it usually necessary
or, indeed, advisable to perform a colostomy. The
prophylactic use of antibiotics or other bacteriological
drugs is to be deprecated and confers no special advan-
tages in urinary tract surgery.
The illustrations and diagrams are all remarkably

clear. The reading of this book is essential for the
novice in embarking on the operation of the closure of
a vesico-vaginal fistula and the book may well become
a classic of medical literature.

Handbook of Bacteriological Technique
F. J. BAKER, F.I.M.L.T., F.I.S.T., F.R.M.S. Pp. ix
+ 369, illustrated. London: Butterworth. i962.
50s.

For many years the author has taught candidates for
the examinations of the Institute of Medical Laboratory
Technology and the committing to paper of his teach-
ings has resulted in this book. He has based it on the
current syllabus for the final bacteriological examination
of the Institute. He admits to having met with the
obvious difficulties of deciding what to include and
what to omit and in compressing the information
required into a comparatively small book. He has been
markedly successful and the young bacteriological
technician will find the book most helpful for pre-
paring for his final examination.

Unfortunately there are many inaccuracies. Some
of these are technical; others are spelling or grammatical
mistakes. Lactose fermenters, for instance, are generally
non-pathogens and non-lactose fermenters generally
pathogens and not as described on page 73. In the
titration of streptolysin 0 and the estimation of anti-
streptolysin 0 (pages 130 and 13I) no mention is made
of the need for the presence of a reducing agent. A
temperature of 30° C. and not 370 C. has been uni-
versally accepted for the phage-typing of staphylococci
(page 2ziI). The type of C. diphtheriae which produces
the 'poached eigg' appearance on tellurite media,
though originally described as mitis, is now classified
as intermedius (page 230). Leptospira canicola is stated
on page 288 to be the cause of infectious jaundice, but
jaundice is by no means constant and at most is only
slight. Examples of spelling mistakes include the mis-
spelling of plural three times (page 5), microsporon
(page 72), Wassermann (pages IO9 and II 3), Spirillum
minus (page 288) and the ungrammatical plurals of
neisseria (page 259) and treponema (page 286). It
was Griffith and not Griffiths who typed streptococci
(page 21 i) and is it necessary to introduce the detailed
tables of the biochemical reactions of the coliform
group (page 237) or the word ' parvobacteriaceae' on
page 218 ?
The exposure of so many inaccuracies to young

technicians is most unfortunate and it is to be hoped
that a new edition without them will soon be available
because the book fills a very definite need.

Sir John Tomes-A Pioneer of British Dentistry
ZACHARY COPE, KT. Pp. ix + io8, illustrated.
London: Dawson's of Pall Mall. I96I. 25s.

'In England dentistry was lifted from the status of a
trade to that of a science by Sir John TQmes (I815-95),
a surgeon, who early made his mark by his studies on
the histology of bone and teeth (I849-56), invented a
practicable dental forceps (I839-40), wrote a well-
known System of Dental Surgery (1859), was one of the
founders of the Odontological Society (x856) and the
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