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his profession.' If this ideal is now plainly im-
practicable, Dr. Newman reminds the educational
theorists that, even in this field, an experiment is
worthless if it can produce no discernible answer.

NEW AND NONOFFICIAL REMEDIES, 1957
Pp. 582. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co.;
London: Pitman Medical Publishing Co. Ltd.
30s.
This year's edition of N.N.R. contains 42 new

monographs, essentially 38 new substances being
described. These include Acetazolamide, Mepro-
bramate, Poliomyelitis vaccine, Promethazine
Hydrochloride, and Phenoxymethyl Penicillin.
Those familiar with previous editions will know
the very high standard that is maintained in this
one. Others will find these annual volumes a mine
of authoritative, practical and very up-to-date in-
formation. The arrangement is convenient, and
so devised that each book in itself forms a reference
manual of practical therapeutics (for example,
"Agents used in Allergy," "Analgesics," " De-
pressants and Stimulants,"" Diuretics," and" Skele-
tal Muscle Relaxants " are a few of the admirably
compressed monographs). Thirty shillings is very
little to have to pay for 570 pages of closely-written
information classified in this way and followed by
a very complete index.

AN INTRODUCTION TO
PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

By D. RUSSELL DAVIS, M.R.C.S., M.R.C.P.,
M.B.B.Ch., M.D. Pp. vii + 388. London:
Oxford University Press. 1957. 30s.
A book on psychopathology is a very rara avis

indeed. Of books on psychiatry we have a surfeit,
and our choice is by no means limited in books on
abnormal psychology; these are not the same thing,
however much confusion exists about these sub-
jects. Psychiatrists write from the medical stand-
point for the doctor who has to treat the patients
described by the text-book, psychologists write in
order to highlight psychological theories by re-
flecting abnormal states as exaggerations of the
normal. Both approaches have their uses, but
neither helps in bringing about a fusion of concept
and theory. Like the underground railway and the
pedestrian highway, they both serve the same area
but only meet at isolated points. Dr. Russell
Davis is one of the few men today whose grasp is
wide enough to encompass both levels and provide
such a comprehensive overview in one volume.

In two parts, the book deals with development
and disorders. After an introductory chapter, and
a survey of psycho-analysis, the author deals with
aetiology, ecology, genetic and environmental
factors, intellectual and emotional development,
and developmental disorders. Part II covers ex-
perimental neurosis, applications of Sehaviour
theory, mental disorder, organic states, and psycho-
therapy.

The list of contents alone indicates the author's
bias towards psycho-dynamic explanations, and
Freudian hypotheses find their way into most
chapters. Other schools of thought are allowed
their say, however, and learning theory is given a
fair hearing. Readers with physiological or neuro-
logical interests will feel that the book has a dis-
balance in their disfavour. Experimental neuroses,
for example, with their psychological explanations,
cover I2 pages, experimental psychoses, requiring
a biochemical explanation, cover two. There are
few references to ethological concepts, although
this is a field of rapidly growing importance, and
no mention is made of the work of Konrad Lorenz
in this connection. Occasionally a striking example
which would form an ideal illustration of the subject
matter is overlooked, as, for instance, the concept
of protophrenia in discussing acquired mental
defect in infancy (p. 12I).
These criticisms are those of selection only,

which must always be present in a personal and
creative work. They do not detract from the
obvious merits of the book, which will readily
fertilize the seeds of " personal medicine " which
Woodger and Balint have recently sown. It will
prove an excellent text-book for D.P.M. students
and should be read by all psychiatrists and clinical
psychologists. The best book on the subject in
print today, it is likely to remain a standard
University text for a long time to come.

L.R.C.H.

THE BRITISH ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF MEDICAL
PRACTICE

Medical Progress and Cumulative
Supplement, 1956

Edited by SIR HENRY COHEN, M.D., D.Sc., LL.D.,
F.R.C.P., F.F.R. Second edition. Pp. xiv + 364,
index pp. 14. London: Butterworth & Co. Ltd.
1956.
The medical profession as a whole, and readers

of the ' Encyclopaedia of Medical Practice ' in
particular, will have regretted the passing of Lord
Horder, generally regarded as the most outstanding
clinician of his time. Under his editorship the
tremendous task of piloting the encyclopaedia
through its second edition was completed and the
new work is a landmark not only in a brilliant career,
but also in medical publication.
No more appropriate choice of a successor to the

editorship could have been made than Lord Cohen,
whose reputation as a clinician and a diagnostician
is no less brilliant than that of his predecessor's.
Although the foreword of the current edition of
'Medical Progress' has been written by the new
editor, the choice of subjects for discussion was
Lord Horder's. This reflects, as always, as wise a
catholic selection.

Part I consists of critical surveys in general
medicine and surgery and in their principal
specialities. The section on medicine and the law
by the acknowledged expert, Dr. Robert Forbes,
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will, in this litigenous age, be generally welcomed.
Part II, by Dr. Brookfield on recent develop-

ments in pharmacy and therapeutics, is an im-
portant and useful section, giving, as it does, a
balanced account of the most important new drugs-
at a time when the profession is overburdened with
literature and samples of new preparations, many
of which are of doubtful value or useless.

Part III consists of abstracts with key numbers
which should be referred to in conjunction with the
major work and the Cumulative Supplement.
As in the past, the editor and contributors are

to be congratulated on the excellence of these two
new volumes, without which it is impossible to
derive the maximum benefit from the beautifully
produced second edition of the encyclopaedia.

D.S.L.

CIBA FOUNDATION COLLOQUIA ON
ENDROCRINOLOGY, VOL. Io

Regulation and Mode of Action of Thyroid
Hormone

Edited by G. E. W. WOLSTENHOLME and ELAINE
MILLAR. Pp. 31 , with 114 illustrations. London:
J. & A. Churchill. I957. 48s.
This is the latest volume of the Ciba Colloquia

on Endrocrinology, which are now found on the
shelves of University departments, research workers
and clinicians in all parts of the world. It records
the proceedings of a Symposium held at the Ciba
Foundation in June, 1956, under the chairmanship
of Dr. Pitt-Rivers. Many workers will uby it
because they know it will contain a very great deal
of indispensable information; the standard of
editing and production is as high as in the preceding
volumes. There are probably many other people,
however, who may be particularly interested in
thyroid function, who will find this volume a
unique review of present opinion, given by thirty-
two experts from seven countries and enlivened by
crisp discussions between them at the end of each
of the eighteen papers. Three General Discussions,
centring on blood assays for TSH, on analogues
of thyroxine, and on future directions in thyroid
research, are included. There is, of course, the
usual galaxy of references and a very good index.

It is impossible in a brief review to list all the
problems discussed at this conference, which range
from "Hypothalamus-Pituitary-Thyroid Relation-
ships "(G. W. Harris and J. W. Woods) to " Cellular
Actions of Thyroxine and Similar Compounds"
(S. B. Barker). It is sufficient to say that anyone
engaged in any original work on the thyroid or
wishing to deepen his understanding of the gland's
function will need to read this book.

UNEXPECTED REACTIONS TO MODERN
THERAPEUTICS. ANTIBIOTICS

By LEO SCHINDEL, M.D. Pp. xii + 146. London:
William Heinemann Ltd. 1957. 15S.
The content of this book is actually restricted to

the toxic effects of antibiotics, apart from a few
paragraphs on resistant organisms. It is not suffi-
ciently concise to be part of a refresher course, nor
critical enough for the teacher or research worker-
including on one hand numerous case reports
culled from the literature, but not, for instance,
distinguishing between coincidence and causal rela-
tion in the case of Chloramphenicol and blood
dyscrasiae. There is, however, a very full biblio-
graphy.

Fifteen shillings is a lot to pay for a book of un-
imaginative format, printed on inferior paper. It
might be better if publishers brought out such
useful but essentially ephemeral works in paper-
backed form.

INTRODUCTION TO
ELECTROCARDIOGRAPHY

By L. SCHAMROTH, M.B., B.Ch., M.R.C.P.E.,
F.R.F.P.S. Pp. xi + 60, illustrated. Oxford:
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1957. z2S. 6d.
This is a very simple and concise introduction to

the subject, mainly intended for senior students.
Numerous sketches help in understanding of the
commoner abnormalities and, in accord with
current practice in many places, the standard leads
are ignored.

EMERGENCIES IN GENERAL PRACTICE
Specially commissioned articles from the British
Medical Journal. Pp. x + 470, illustrated.
London: British Medical Association. 1957.
25s.
This book is a collection of the articles specially

commissioned for the British Medical Journal in
1955 and I956. The different sections are written
by authorities on the subject and are all short and to
the point. They include all the commoner medical,
surgical and obstetric emergencies, but the list is
not exhaustive as conditions such as Addison's
disease, myasthenia gravis and snake bite are not
described. If one must cavil, and most of the
contributions are absolutely up to date, it is a pity
that mechanical suction is not mentioned in the
treatment of dangerous bronchitis and that veratrum
viride is the only hypotensive agent mentioned in
the section on eclampsia.
Many doctors will welcome the appearance of

this excellent series as a book.
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