
January 1956 Book Reviews 43

grafts, the special instruments required, the post-
operative treatment and complications and an
assessment of the results. The collection and
storage of whole eyes and corneas and the medico-
legal problems involved are discussed. There is
also a chapter on the associated use of contact
lenses.
There are no major faults, but three minor ones

may be mentioned. The historical survey would
be better proportioned if less than seven pages were
devoted to the early and unsuccessful stages of
corneal grafting and more than two pages to this
century, which saw the birth and development of
the operation as a practical procedure. Secondly,
although the post-operative use of cortisone is
mentioned in several chapters, it is not discussed
as fully as its importance would seem to warrant.
Lastly, the section on the legal problems involved
in collecting donor material is misleading, at any
rate as far as this country is concerned. The
position is, unfortunately, much more difficult and
confused than is apparent from a reading of these
pages. Ministry of Health regulations on the
collecting of cadaveric eyes have modified the
Corneal Grafting Act almost to the point of
nullifying it.
But these, it must be repeated, are minor criti-

cisms. On the other hand, it would be tedious
to enumerate all the qualities of a work which can
serve as a model for all text books of this kind.
Special tribute should, however, be paid to the
excellence of the translating and the uniformly lucid
presentation which it ensures. The text is beauti-
fully illustrated and well supported by a full
bibliography and index.

Every ophthalmologist needs to know about
corneal grafting, its possibilities and its limitations,
even though the majority may never perform the
operation. To them and to all other medical men
or physiologists interested in the subject, this book
is quite simply indispensable.

J.J.T.

PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE
A Short Introduction to Psychiatry

By D. CURRAN, M.B., F.R.C.P., D.P.M. and
M. PARTRIDGE, M.A., D.M., D.P.M. Fourth
Edition. Pp. viii + 407, with 20 illustrations.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1955.
2IS.

'Curran and Guttman's '-well known to
students over two decades, now appears with a new
co-author to replace the late Dr. Eric Guttman.
Post war progress in Psychiatry is reflected in this
latest edition, which has doubled in size since the
third edition appeared in 1949. There are some
noticeable changes-the War Psychiatry Appendix
has been excised, and the specialized forms of
treatment now in general use have been explained
in great detail. An interesting innovation is a
chapter on ' Peripheral Psychiatry' that borderline
of psychosomatics, enuretics, somnambulists, epi-

leptics, and others who constitute problems which
invade the whole field of medicine. For the rest,
the mixture is as before, sumendus pro re nata !

PERSONALITY CHANGES FOLLOWING
FRONTAL LEUCOTOMY

By' P. MCDONALD Tow, Ph.D., M.B., B.S.,
M.R.C.S. Pp. xv + 262, with 27 illustrations.
London: Geoffrey Cumberlege, Oxford Uni-
versity Press. 1955. 35s.
The general conclusions presented in this book

are not new. They support and amplify the work
of previous investigators into post-leucotomy effects
-a topic which has aroused much interest and some
controversy during the last decade. What is
important in the work of Dr. Tow, however, is the
evidence upon which his own conclusions are based,
and, more particularly, his methodology. The
latter, like Kant's Good Will, shines like a jewel
in its own setting, preserving a sensible balance
between psychological naivet6 and the specialized
electronic instrumentation used in similar studies.
In this respect, too, the technique of assessment has
an outstanding advantage-from the medical
readers' point of view-over the classical works of
Rylander and Halstead, an added advantage being
the homogeneity of the sample. All members of
the group received similar surgical treatment, and
the pre- and post-operative investigations therefore
possess a more homogenous neurological significance
than the mixed bag of intracranial disorders usually
included in such studies.
The work is rather more limited than the title

suggests, in that it describes only the more intel-
lectual aspects of the personality-vocabulary,
abstractive thinking, fluency, persistence, speed and
accuracy, etc.-and excludes the equally important
emotional components, in which post-operative
changes are greatest and usually the most favourable.
This does not detract from the value of the work,
however, which lies in the simplicity and exceptional
detailing of every phase of the author's method, and
the careful and thorough sifting of evidence.
Because of this very lucid exposition, the book will
appeal to a very much wider medical readership than
any previous account. It includes an historical and
inter-disciplinary survey of all work up to the
present, a technical description of the operation,
well illustrated with diagrams and radiographs, a
careful and concise statement of the author's
position with regard to statistical significance, and a
full and very representative bibliography. The
bulk of the volume is taken up with the dozen or so
tests applied, each of which has a chapter to itself
and indeed the text could be used as a manual for
those interested 'in the objective assessment of
human behaviour, irrespective of their speciality.
The implications of this study are very much wider
than the field of leucotomy itself, however, and it
will prove an important stimulant to all who are
actively concerned with problems of the cerebral
basis of behaviour.
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