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BOOK REVIEWS

MODERN TRENDS IN ORTHOPAEDICS
Edited by SIR HARRY PLATT, M.D., M.S., F.R.C.S.

Pp. viii + 497, with 222 illustrations. London:
Butterworth and Co. 1950. 45s.
The field of action of the modem orthopaedic

surgeon has come to embrace a wide range of diag-
nostic and therapeutic responsibilities. The emer-
gence of orthopaedics from the practice of medicine
and surgery as a whole is in one sense an example
of the evolution of specialization, although, in
actual fact, orthopaedics represented a large part of
the practice of the igth century surgeon. Today
it has become one of the two main divisions of
general surgery. With this opening Sir Harry
Platt suggests the trend of Modem Orthopaedics,
and with his well-chosen band of authorities he
demonstrates its wide extent. Nowadays ortho-
paedic surgery embraces many diverse subjects:
the biology of fracture healing (Chamley); an
interest in the combination of pulmonary with
skeletal tuberculosis (Girdlestone), although
strangely enough there is no mention of strepto-
mycin; the use of penicillin in osteomyelitis and
suppurative arthritis (Ellis); the great problem of
rheumatism (Capener); the complicated pathology
and use of radiotherapy in bone tumours (Barnes);
the new concepts of spinal morbidity opened up
by the recognition of the intervertebral disc
(Birkett); the new possibilities 6f successful treat-
ment of cut finger tendons (Furlong); a legitimate
claim to the whole field of vascular disorder of the
limbs but a special knowledge of acute and sub-
acute arterial obstruction by injury or pressure
(Griffiths); the enormous vista presented by the
developmental diseases and dystrophia of bone
(Jackson Burrows); other chapters on congenital
deformities (McFarland); congenital dislocation of
the hip (Rocyn Jones); scoliosis (Osmond-Clarke);
and paralysis (Forrester-Brown), represent the more
classical subjects of orthopaedics.

All orthopaedic surgeons should have a copy of
this book, though it is by no means a textbook.
Many important and stereotyped aspects of ortho-
paedics are omitted so that it will not suffice for the
whole of postgraduate or undergraduate study of
the subject. It is advanced for undergraduates,
but every postgraduate student of orthopaedics
should read it.
We should be grateful to Sir Harry Platt for his

sponsorship and we may congratulate Messrs.
Butterworth's on having secured and produced
another elegant and inexpensive volume for their
' Modem Trend ' series. In all fairness it must be
added that the reproduction of X-ray films falls
below modern standards.

W.D.C.

MALIGNANT DISEASE AND ITS
TREATMENT BY RADIUM

(Vol. 3)
By SIR STANFORD CADE, K.B.E, C.B., F.R.C.S.,
M.R.C.P. 2nd Edition. Pp. viii + 446, with
i82 illustrations, many in colour. Bristol: John
Wright and Sons. I950. 52S. 6d.
The third volume of Sir Stanford Cade's masterly

work on malignant disease and its treatment by
radium covers tumours of the rectum, bladder,
female generative organisms, stomach, oesophagus,
chest and breast. The amount of infornation con-
tained in this vo!ume is as great as in each of the
two volumes which have preceded it, and that
information is by no means restricted to the field
of radiotherapy. The author's immense experience
in this special field, no less than his remarkable
faculty of observation and powers of description,
make it a valuable repository of data concerning
the natural history of malignant disease in the
regions covered. The section on the breast is
particularly fine and has been long awaited, and
the author's views on the treatment of cancer in
this situation are very clearly expressed with a
strength of advocacy which is most persuasive.
The management of intra-thoracic tumours is

most ably covered by Mr. Price Thomas, malignant
disease of the oesophagus and rectum by Mr.
Stanley Lee, and cancer of the female generative
organisms by Dr. Lederman.
The standard- of publication is as high as the

value of the content, and no greater praise could
be afforded it. The colour photographs are
particularly fine.
No one interested in cancer, either from its.

surgical, its radiotherapeutic or its pathological
aspects, can afford not to make himself familiar
with this immense and notable monograph.

I.A.

CHILDREN WITH MENTAL AND
PHYSICAL HANDICAPS

By J. E. WALLACE. WALLIN, Ph.D. Pp. Xxii + 549,
with 34 illustrations. London: Staples Press
Ltd. 1950. 42S.
The various aspects of mental-deficiency, as they

concern not only psychologists and social workers
but also general practitioners, neurologists and-
paediatricians, are complex and perplexing, and a
textbook which will not only make modern know-
ledge readily available but also lucidly state the
many problems that remain unsolved in the obscure
fields of pathology, aetiology and genetics is badly
needed. Professor Wallin, in his preface, explicitly
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