Book Reviews

references later than 1941. There is a marked lack
of uniformity in the bibliographies; four chapters
have their new references simply tacked to the end
of the old, in three cases with no dates. Some
chapters use full references, some short; one even
omits authors.
A reviewer must judge the completeness of a
compendium on the subjects with which he is
familiar. For Red Squill dosage we find only
Winton (1927). Where are Munch, Silver and
Horn (1929), O'Connor, Buck and Fellers (I935),
Stoll and Renz (1942) and many more far more
detailed than Winton's paper? For fleas 'Pulex,
Xenopsylla, Ctenocephalides and Ceratophyllus are
common parasites of wild rats.' The species of
three of these genera are never more than strays
on rats. Xenopsylla contains the best-known plague
fleas, but nowhere is plague even mentioned.
The books contains much information but has a
number of shortcomings, not the least of which is
its price.
R.B.F.
DIAGNOSTIC TESTS FOR INFANTS AND
CHILDREN
By H. BEHRENDT, M.D. Pp. xvii + 529. London
and New York: Interscience Publishers. 1949. £3.
As Dr. Behrendt says in his introduction, there
has hitherto been no book of functional tests
specially applicable to infancy and childhood, and
he sets out to fulfil this need. He also appreciates
the difficulty of what to put in and what to leave out.
His book is four-fifths the biochemistry of these
functional tests, while the remaining fifth contains
sections on electrocardiography, electroencephalography, psychological testing and sundry other tests
of function.
The bulk of the book on the application of
biochemistry to clinical problems is excellent.
Written for the practising clinician as well as the
laboratory worker, each set of tests is preceded by a
consideration of their application to children and
followed by a paragraph on the interpretation of
results. No attempt is made to give an exhaustive
list of methods, and usually only one method is
described simply and in a way which will appeal
to British pathologists and research workers. The
pediatric considerations and interpretation will be
useful to physicians of all. seniority and, in that the
evaluation of the laboratory findings is critical and
objective, it will help to give younger pediatricians
a sense of proportion in their demands on laboratory
time.
While such techniques as electroencephalography
are clearly tests of function, and so fall within the
defined ambit of the book, the reviewer found their
inclusion faintly embarrassing, and he was in no
position to appraise their worth. There is a section
on rhesus serology which seems to be included
unnecessarily and which will commend itself but
little to English haematologists. Although the book
is by an American author and presumably for an
American public, one cannot help wondering when
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the good news of the Coombs test in haemotology
will be brought across the Atlantic.
As is to be expected, the book is admirably
produced in a size not too big to be useful on the
working bench. References at the end of each
section are adequate, although mostly not later
than 1946, and, with the exception of the inevitable
misspelling of the name Fanconi, few errors of proof
correction were noticed. The authoritative presentation in a single volume of a great deal of
knowledge not previously assembled will commend
the book to all who practise pediatrics, and in a
work dealing so essentially with biochemical function Dr. Behrendt might reconsider, in the future
editions which are bound to be called for, the
advisability of omitting some of the sections which
are concerned with special side-lines.
I.A.B.C.
RECENT ADVANCES IN CHEMOTHERAPY

(Vol. I)

By G. M. FINDLAY, C.B.E., Sc.D., M.D., F.R.C.P.
3rd edition. Pp. ix + 625. London: J. & A.
Churchill, Ltd. 1950. 36S.
When Dr. Marshall Findlay produced the first
edition of this book in 1930 the subject was covered
in a relatively slim volume. The spectacular
advances of the last I5 years now compel him to
expand the work to four volumes. The first
volume, now to hand, deals particularly with agents
effective against protozoal and helminthic infestations. The second volume will be devoted to
malaria; the third to spirochaetal, bacterial and
virus infections, while the fourth will be devoted to
general principles of chemotherapy and the use of
antibiotics. Anyone possessing this set of manuals
will clearly have a remarkably complete reference
library on the whole subject.
The subjects covered in volume i are of interest
not only to physicians practising in temperate
climates, but are of particular.value to those practising in the tropics and also to veterinarians. The
section on phenothiazine illustrates the thorough
manner in which the manual has been compiled.
The action of this substance on intestinal worms
was first discovered in I938. The section in the
book is 20 pages long, 120 references are quoted and
details are given of its use, not only in man, but also
in sheep, goats, cattle, pigs, horses, dogs, elephants
and poultry. The medical reader will find full
discussion of the pharmacological and therapeutic
problems involved in such important diseases as
bilharziasis, trypansomiasis, amoebiasis and helminthic infections. The book will clearly find a
place on the shelves of interested specialists, while
the general reader will find in it detailed accounts
of some fascinating therapeutic problems in tropical
and comparative medicine. The value of the book
would have been enhanced by a short introductory
paragraph outlining briefly the pathology and
clinical manifestations of the conditions of which
the treatment is described in such detail. Very few
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general readers will be familiar with the nature of
babeiasis, black head of turkeys, or even coccidiosis
in poultry, while the veterinarian might equally well
be interested to know how trichomonas and giardia
affect human beings. This work is of a monumental
character and Dr. Findlay must be congratulated
on the industry of his compilation. With the
continuous rapid development of this vast branch of
medicine it is difficult to see how the work could
have been compressed into smaller compass.

The booklet is of interest to the rheumatic
patient, but is not sufficiently scientific to be of
great value to medical men. The medical aspect is
dealt with only in general principle and superficially.
To those concerned in the welfare of rheumatic
patients, however, it should be of much interest,
showing the facilities available medically, socially
and industrially for the rheumatic patient.

THE COMMON DISEASES OF THE SKIN
By R. CRANSTON Low, M.D., F.R.C.P.E., F.R.S.E.,
and G. A. GRANT PETERKIN, M.B.E., M.B.,
F.R.C.P.ED. 4th edition. Pp. x + 282, with
I39 illustrations. Edinburgh: Oliver & Boyd,
Ltd. 1950. 2IS.
Cranston Low's textbook has gained a secure
place in the affections of Scottish students. This
edition, prepared with the help of Dr. Peterkin
before the author's death, retains the general structure of its predecessors. It has been brought up
to date to include the considerable advances of the
last ten years, and new illustrations have been
added.
It is never easy to review a handbook of dermatology; if it is to be primarily for students and
general practitioners some limitation of scope and
a dogmatic approach may be excused. It is only
fair to say that the authors recognize this and
acknowledge it. But the reviewer feels that such
an approach, to be justified, should not be employed
in highly controversial issues. The septic focus
and toxic absorption from the bowel, as causes of
various skin affections, are given 'a prominence
outweighing the evidence in their favour. On the
other hand, out of 92 lines given to the treatment
of lupus vulgaris, only six are given to calc'iferolwhich is generally considered to be the method of
choice.
In practical matter the book is often admirable,
stressing the importance of detail in everyday
techniques; many would differ from the authors,
however, in their acceptance of soap and water in
eczematous states.
The format and choice of type is excellent and
the plain photographs useful and clear. There
are also six colour-plates. The formulary given at
the end contains all -the most useful applications
used in practice.

PENICILLIN: ITS PRACTICAL APPLICATION
By PROF. SIR ALEXANDER FLEMING, M.B., B.S.,
F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S., F.R.S. 2nd Edition. Pp.
xiii + 491, with 63 figures. London: Butterworth and Co., Ltd. I949. 30s.
The scope and methods of penicillin treatment
are changing constantly so that the appearance of a
second edition of this book is very welcome. The
chapters on the history, chemistry, bacteriology
and practical applications are written by experts in
each field, under the editorship of Prof. Fleming.
Though this involves some repetition, it also shows
clearly that modes of treatment are not yet stereotyped. Most contributors agree, however, Ehat
procaine penicillin is superseding other preparations. New chapters have been added on drug
sensitivity and on the newer antibiotics. The book
is an invaluable guide, is well produced and freely
illustrated.
G.M.

THE SCOURGE OF RHEUMATISM
Report of a Conference held by the British Rheumatic Association. Pp. 85. London: William
Heinemann. I950. 5s.
This little book presents some of the views expressed at a meeting of the British Rheumatic
Association, which is a body primarily organized
by a group of rheumatic patients for the welfare of
rheumatic sufferers. The views expressed are
from laymen, rheumatism and physical medicine
specialists and social workers of various kinds.

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE AND
TOXICOLOGY
By JOHN GLAISTER, J.P., D.Sc., M.D., F.R.S.E.
9th Edition. Pp. xi + 755, with 234 illustrations,
88 in colour. Edinburgh: E. and S. Livingstone.
1950.

35s-

The ninth edition of Glaister's well-known textbook again increases its compass. It continues to
attract the student by its authority, its diversity of
fresh illustrations (234 plates are now included in
the 755 page text) and its high standard of production, whilst causing some misgiving by its increasing
size. It undoubtedly succeeds in providing the
expert, the postgraduate and the barrister with a
feast of gargantuan proportions with which only
the expert might seek an occasional quibble-and
this is no mean feat in a field where observed facts
and inferences have to withstand penetrating cross
examination.
New inclusions of statutory law-the National
Insurance (Industrial Injuries) Act, on the legal
responsibility of hospitals and nursing homes, on
the implications of artificial insemination, on poisons and other subjects, have supplanted older
statutes, and Glaister has also revised a large
number of scientific sections-on fingerprints in
identity, on Rh sub-groups, on some of the newer
poisons, D.D.T., beryllium and the like. The
chemical tests have been relegated, properly we

