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BOOK REVIEWS

SURGERY FOR NURSES

By JAMES MORONEY, M.B., CH.B., F.R.C.S.,
L.R.C.P. Pp. xii + 644, profusely illustrated.
Edinburgh: E. and S. Livingstone Ltd. I950.
27s. 6d.
This is a new textbook for nurses dealing with

surgery and surgical nursing. In the 40 chapters it
contains, the book covers most of the syllabus
required for the final examination of the General
Nursing Council, and the student nurse will find it
an invaluable aid to her studies.
The nurse in relation to surgery and the need of

the patient are first dealt with, followed by chapters
on pre- and post-operative care, sterilization and
theatre technique, infection and immunity, bacteri-
ology, inflammation, surgical ward dressings,
haemorrhage and shock, burns and scalds, etc.
Thereafter, there is a comprehensive study of
diseases and lesions of the different systems and
organs, with an outline of the surgical treatment of
each. Fractures and diseases of the bones and
joints are described, and the book ends with a
chapter on gynaecology and a short introduction
to obstetrics.
The general principles involved in dealing with

nearly every surgical procedure are clearly outlined,
while allowing for different methods to be employed
in individual circumstances according to the wishes
of the surgeon and the needs of the patient. The
generous diagrams and illustrations are excellent
and demonstration trays; show clearly the essential
requisites for detailed procedures.
The method the author has employed of linking

the symptoms and signs of each disease with the
means of investigation and types of treatment makes
this an excellent reference book for the trained
nurse as well as for the student.

H.R.F.

THE SEXUAL PERVERSIONS AND
ABNORMALITIES

By CLIFFORD ALLEN, M.D., M.R.C.P., D.P.M.
2nd Edition. Pp. x + 346. London: Geoffrey
Cumberlege, Oxford University Press. 1950.
25s.
This is the best summary of this subject yet

published in this country. The whole subject is
well presented and adequately covered from the
medical, sociological and legal aspects.

Typical case histories are provided without going
into too great detail, and the book is certainly an
asset to the bookshelf of any medical mm interested
in this subject.

NOTES ON COMMUNICABLE DISEASES OF
LABORATORY ANIMALS

By H. J. PARISH, M.D., F.R.C.P.E., D.P.H.
Pp. vii + 69. Edinburgh: E. and S. Livingstone,
Ltd. 1950. 3S.
Dr. Parish, who is clinical research director at

the Wellcome Research Laboratories, Beckenham,
has condensed in this brief book a wealth of infor-
mation much of which could not be obtained in the
larger textbooks. It is intended for animal house
reference, and succeeds in this intention excel-
lently. The animals covered are the guinea pig,
rabbit, mouse, rat, hamster, ferret, monkey, cat,
dog, pigeon andt canary.

CHILD HEALTH IN WARM CLIMATES
By Dr. W. K. BLACKIE. Pp. ix + i82. London:
Longmans Green and Co., Ltd. 1950. 7s. 6d.

This small book will, the author hopes, assist
parents, nurses and even doctors new to the tropics,
in the upbringing of children in warm climates.
The first three chapters, one on sleep and two on

diets, contain sensible, old-fashioned advice
directed, judging by the homely wording, at mothers
and perhaps nurses. To this has been added, in
crowded and epitomized form, a mass of modern
dietetic information beyond the understanding of
most parents and yet written in a non-technical
language which makes it unsuitable for doctors.

Chapter IV, ' Protection against the Tropical
Sun,' also gives parents some useful general advice,
but in seeking to' explain the harmful effects of solar
irradiation in unscientific terms, Dr. Blackie. has
failed to clarify a difficult subject. For instance,
the sun's rays are grouped into three categories
the chemical or short rays, the luminous or medium
light'rays and the long, heat rays.

In Chapters V and VI, 'Protection against
Disease,' the author describes not only the clinical
course, including the theory and practice of pre-
vention and inoculation of such conditions, as
diphtheria, whooping cough and measles, but also
discusses the epidemiology, control and prevention
of several tropical diseases including malaria,
bilharziasis and hook-worm disease. These chap-
ters' read like a synopsis of tropical medicine' for
students, and although accurate, seem somewhat out
of place. The final chapter deals with cextain
common disorders of childhood including; the
fevered state, vomiting and enuresis.
The book therefore contains much useftil and

informative material but in its present form could
appear-somewhat confused in its aims.
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