
EDITORIAL
London, August 1950

The First International Exhibition of Medical Photography

The Medical Group of the Royal Photographical
Society, formed at the end of the war, has already
held two annual exhibitions. These attracted a
very considerable number of exhibitors and pro-
vided a great stimulus in bringing together in
friendly competition previously isolated workers
in all parts of this country. This year, under keen
and able leadership, the scope of the group's
exhibition was extended to include works from
exhibitors all over the world, to form, in fact,
the First International Exhibition of Medical
Photography. This was an event of the first
importance and the excellence of many of the
exhibits provoked the greatest interest amongst
both photographers and medical men.

In the presence of the President and of a number
of distinguished Fellows of the R.P.S., the exhibi-
tion was formally opened on June io by Sir
Heneage Ogilvie, K.B.E., F.R.C.S. In the course
of an interesting and entertaining address, he
pointed out that the medical photographer was
now not only required to make a good picture, but
must also interpret what was in the mind of the
physician or surgeon in requesting the photograph.
In many conditions a good photograph formed an
invaluable part of a patient's records, whilst for
purposes of teaching, photography was invaluable.
There can be no question that the quality and

teaching value of the pictures accepted for the
three exhibitions held so far by the Group has
steadily improved. Visitors were impressed not
only by the high photographic quality of many of
the exhibits but also by the versatility of the
present-day photographer. The subjects presenited
ranged from photomicrography, through all
types of surface lesion and pathological specimen,
to infra-red and colour photography and included
a motion picture in black and white of the earliest
stages of the development of the South African
clawed toad (Zenopus Laevis).
About two-thirds of the exhibits were from

British photographers showing that the medical
profession in this country is by no' means unaware
of the advantages of photography, whilst the
remaining one-third came from parts so diverse as
Australia, Austria, the Gold Coast, Portugal,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United States. As
this exhibition becomes more widely known it is

expected that submissions from other countries
will increase in number and the proportion of
home to foreign exhibits will vary. Such com-
petition will be warmly welcomed by the photo-
graphers of this country who are more than
interested to see and compare the results of other
*techniques with their own. The only fear
expressed was that we may in such matters be at
times severely handicapped by lack of equipment
and financial support which in many departments is
obviously inadequate.
Eye conditions formed the subject of a consider-

able number of the exhibits. Of these the most
impressive was of a traumatic aneurysm of the
eye involving the sclera, from the Manchester
Royal Infiimary where the Department of Photo-
graphy is doing excellent work. A mount of ten
photographs, illustrating a case of ptosis with the
eye in certain positions before and after treatment,
demonstrated the value of good photography and
precision methods in the hands of an expert like
J. F. V. Larway of the Royal Hospital, Sheffield.
Similarly an excellent collection of representations
of eye lesions came from Miss P. M. Turnbull of
the Royal Cancer Hospital. For technical reasons
possibly, the writer was, however, most interested
in a picture of a neoprene cast of micro-aneurysms
of the retina, made from an eye removed at
post-mortem from a case of diabetes with retinitis.
The lighting was oblique to give the illusion of a
third dimension. This was a thing of beauty,
submitted by the Institute of Ophthalmology.
The Photographic Department of the Royal

Hospital for Sick Children, Glasgow, presented
some very fine child studies. These not only
showed a fine detail of the pathological conditions
concerned, but were also works of art. This was
shown particularly in a case of Henoch-Sch6nlein
purpura, and again in a case of pemphigus neona-
torum. In the latter, two views of the child lying
on a fine check background resulted in first-class
tone values. One of the best photographs in the
exhibition, of an incomplete hare-lip, by J. L. A.
Evatt, of the same department, appeared in this
section.
Unusual pictures came from St. Mary's

Hospital. Firstly, blood vessels of the ear during
an attack of migraine, showing vasoconstriction on
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the affected side, was cleverly photographed by
transmitted light; and secondly, an ingenious
superimposition of pictures before and after
treatment showed the changes of outline achieved
by plastic surgery.
Amongst the most'difficult technical achieve-

ments were pictures of pathological specimens,
particularly knee joints by J. Hainsworth, A.I.B.P.,
and endocarditis by Bors and Muller from Austria.
Both were difficult subjects, but the results were
outstandingly good.

Photography in the operating theatre was, in
numbers at least, poorly represented. In quality,
however, a series showing the stages in the
removal of a meningioma from the temporal
region was exceedingly fine. Obviously co-opera-
tion between surgeon and photographer was
excellent as white towels provided a clear back-
ground throughout, whilst the photography, in
continually subduing the interest of the surround-
ings, firstly to the technique and the approach,
then to the freeing of the tumour itself, was as
nearly perfect as possible. Obviously this is a
branch of photography which will be much more
widely used, and any steps which can reduce its
time-consumption, from the point of view of
patient, surgeon and photographer, should be
given careful thought and arrangement.
The Postgraduate Medical -School of London

was well represented in straight photography by a
series showing the treatment, by excision- and
grafting, of a popliteal aneurysm, with excellent
arteriograms, and in photomicrography in which
there can be no question that the work of Victor
Willmott, F.R.P.S., is outstanding.
From South Africa came a collection of remark-

able pictures of keloids in the Bantu by Paul Keen,
M.D., whilst an osteoclastoma ofjaw in a native of
the Gold Coast, by C. Bowesman, F.R.C.S., was
unquestionably a world-record.

Colour
Colour prints are beginning to make their

appearance in medical photography and will
obviously play a big part in the future. At the
present time materials are obtained here with
difficulty and printing is a time-consuming matter.
The best colour print shown was of a fibroadenoma
of the breast from the Westminster Hospital
Medical School, the print being commercially
processed from a transparency made at the
medical school. Samples of the ' Printon ' pro-
cess were shown by Ernest Rosenthal, M.D., of

the United States, in particular a series of pictures
of the fundus, rupture of the choroid, showed some
magnificent photography but the colour prints
were of a dull, flat appearance leaving much to be
desired. Hypernephroma of the kidney, with a
most instructive combination of specimen and
radiograph, demonstrated the considerable loss of
detail in the negative radiograph compared with
the transparency; the print was made by another
American process, ' Flexichrome,' which is also
not yet available in this country.

Colour Transparencies

It is difficult to pick out for special comment
more than two or three of the 93 transparencies
exhibited. Many were first-class pictures. Unlike
black and white prints which are the ' creation ' of
the photographer, who is, responsible not only for
the composition of the subject, but also for the
lighting and for the printing of the negative, the
colour transparency is the result of exposing the
colour film on a fairly evenly lit subject, whilst
printing, of course, is not concerned. It is,
therefore, principally a question of correct expo-
sure and suitable backgrounds.
A limited amount of latitude in lighting is

possible with Ektachrome as was shown in intes-
tinal carcinoma and horseshoe kidney by Lou
Gibson, F.B.P.A., A.P.S.A., of the United States,
but in these it was felt that the shadows were
too heavy.

Motion Pictures

The committee accepted one film ; this came
from Ciba, Ltd., of Switzerland, with the title
'Zenopus Laevis'. This i6 mm. film in black
and white was a first-class biological study of the
early stages of development, as well, as demon-
strating the use of this animal in tests for preg-
nancy.

During the two weeks it was open the Exhibi-
tion attracted a large and interested attendance
both in and outside the medical profession. Much
was learnt technically by comparison of the various
techniques, whilst 'many medical men were
surprised at the achievements shown and the
possibilities suggested. Undoubtedly a big future
lies ahead for medical photography and the
Medical Group of the Royal Photographical
Society are to be congratulated on the success of
this their First International Exhibition.

August I 950414
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