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a plain mirror with dull illumination. When the
eye is moved in any direction and then brought to
a standstill the bodies can be seen to float across
the field of vision. After this other confirmatory
signs should be looked for, such as white
cedematous areas in the fundus, indicating acute
choroiditis, or keratic precipitates (K.P.) in the case
of cyclitis. Hmemorrhages are usually coarse in
appearance and dark in colour. In all these cases
the vision is generally below the normal, and
sometimes to a considerable extent.
The large majority of floating bodies are due

either to entoptic phenomena, or to small fibrinous
deposits of so minute a character as to be invisible
by ophthalmoscopic examination, and yet owing
to their proximity to the retina of the patient are
therefore magnified and distinctly visible to them.
Under no circumstances must we say that the
bodies are non-existent, but if we find the vision
perfectly normal, we can give a favourable prog-
nosis, and inform our patients that there is no
need to worry about them, unless the vision is
interfered with, and that in time they will learn to
ignore them.

Reviews
ANABOLIN IN HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE.

The Hepatic Principle, Anabolin, Detoxication by the
Liver and the Control of Functional Hypertension.
By II. R. HARROWER, M.D. London: Bailliere, Tindall
and Cox. 1927. Pp. xii. + 147. 10s. 6d.

OUR forefathers did not pay much attention to high
blood pressure, for they had no convenient instrument for
estimating it, but now the laity as well as doctors talk
about it. A patient is satisfied if he is told he is suffering
from blood pressure, but, quite apart from this popular
aspect, the pressure!of the blood in the arteries is of profound
interest to physicians and physiologists. How does it
come about that as years advance it rises ? Is it a good
thing that it should rise ? What are the dangers of this
'increase ? What are the effects of it, is it desirable to
control it, and if so, how can this be done ?

Dr. Harrower's little book is concerned chiefly with the
questions at the end of this list. He insists on the import-
ance of the internal secretion of the liver, especially that
part of it which acts as a detoxicating agent, and he
believes that he has discovered a substance which he calls
anabolin which can be extracted from the liver; this he
claims is neither histamine nor choline, nor a mixture
of them. He claims that anabolin will lower high blood
pressure in man. His investigations have reached the
stage at which we must wait and see if they are confirmed
by others. We know that many doctors are giving
hepatic extract for cases of hypertension and that some
claim a great benefit for this treatment.

Clearly anyone wishing to learn about this new drug
cannot do better than consult this book by Dr. Harrower,
the author of what may turn out to be a new and most
important chapter in physiology and therapeutics.

Our publisher desires that readers of the
JOURNAL should be informed that it would be
possible to supply covers for binding the numbers
for the year if there is a reasonably large demand
for such.

EDITORIAL NOTES
THE attention of our readers is particularly

directed to the contribution of Sir ARTHUR ROBIN-
SON, First Permanent Secretary to the Ministry
of Health, on " Our Duty to Our Colonial Visitors,"
printed at the beginning of our current number.

SirARTHUR ROBINSON, as will be generally known,
is one of the " lay " members of the Departmental
Committee on Post-graduate Education sitting
at the present time under the presidency of
Mr. NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN, Minister of Health,
and as such his communication will be read with
the greatest interest.
We are more than glad to be able to publish

it as representing the gist of the address he recently
gave on Jan. 31st under that title at the Post-
Graduate Hostel. It is to be welcomed for several
reasons, among others because it gives a historical
account of the evolution of the organisation
known as the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, of which Dr. ANDREW BALFOUR
is the first director; further, and especially because
it foreshadows the moving principles of the
Committee in relation to the wider post-graduate-
teaching, of which, it is hoped, we may learn
more in the near future. As would be anticipated,
we desire to withhold any comment until the
complete plan of recommendations is in the
possession of the Fellowship of Medicine.

As will be known to many of our readers,
two cottages for recovered tuberculosis patients
are to be erected and prepared at the Cambridge-
shire Tuberculosis Colony at Papworth as a
memorial to its late President, Sir Thomas Clifford
Allbutt. It is stated that they will be chosen
from among those who could not, under ordinary
circumstances, support themselves and their
families. This scheme will make a moving appeal
to the believers in the colony system of the after-
care of tuberculous patients as well as to the host
of admirers of the late Prof. Sir Clifford Allbutt..
It is intended that the cottages shall be ready for
occupation in the coming summer. Any of our
readers who are moved to contribute to the Fund
should send their donations, small or large, to
MIrs. MARCUS DIMSDALE, Papworth Hall, Cambridge.

As showing how the medical post-graduate
idea is spreading throughout the English-speaking
world, we are glad to give the following infor-
mation, quoted from The Medical Journal of
Australia, recounting the work done in 1926
through the Permanent Post-Graduate Committee
of Melbourne which was founded by its branch
of the British Medical Association in 1920. In
June ten practitioners entered into residence at
the Women's Hospital for two-weeks when lectures,
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and demonstrations were given under the auspices
of the Committee. During the previous winter,
under a new scheme, 16 weekly lectures, from
4.15 P.M. to 5 P.M. each day, were given at the
Medical Society Hall, the average attendance
being about 60. During the year under review
lecturers were sent, on request, into country
districts. In September, Prof. WOOD JONES,
Professor of Anatomy in the University of
Adelaide, gave four lectures on "Some Wider
Problems of the Central Nervous System," which
were attended by about 90 doctors. A course
was held in November in which 30 post-graduates
took part. Arrangements are in progress whereby
an advanced winter course for 1927 may be
participated in by two distinguished American
teachers, one a physician and one a surgeon.

* * *

The following lectures open to post-graduates
are announced by the Royal College of Phy-
sicians of London to be delivered at the College,
Pall Mall East, at 5 P.M. each day: three lectures
on Cardiac Dyspncea by Prof. F. R. FRASER,
being the Goulstonian Lectures, on March 10th,
15th, and 17th, and three lectures on the Muscular
Mechanism of Respiration and its Disorders, by
Sir CHARLTON BRISCOE, being the Lumleian
Lectures, on March 22nd, 24th, and 29th.

* * *

At the "social evening" of the Royal Society
of Medicine on Monday, April 4th, Sir STCLAIR
THOMSON will give an address on the Centenary
of Lister, including personal recollections by one
of his house surgeons. Application for admission
cards must in every case be made to the Secretary
of the Society.

We are glad to announce for the information of
our readers that the Section of Surgery of the
Royal Society of Medicine has arranged for a
post-graduate tour in the United States and
Canada to last six weeks and to begin on or about
July 23rd next. It is intended to visit Boston,
New Haven, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Washington, Cleveland, Detroit, Ann Arbor,
Grand Rapids, Chicago, Rochester (for the Mayo
Clinic), Great Lakes, Niagara, Toronto, Ottawa,
and Montreal. Although this itinerary is adapted
for those post-graduates especially interested in
surgery, other arrangements will be made for those
more particularly interested in other branches of
medical science, and moreover, shorter itineraries
will be arranged for those who cannot afford
so much time as six weeks. The estimated inclusive
cost of transport, hotels, and meals for the full
tour is about £140 a person. Post-graduates who
are not Fellows of the Society but wish to join
the tour can do so on nomination of two members
of the Surgery Section and the approval of the
Arrangement Committee. Similar facilities are

to be offered to the wives of those participating
in the tour. Early application should be made
to the Hon. Secretary, Mr. MAX PAGE, 134, Harley-
street, W.1.

OFFICIAL INTIMTIAIONS.
DURING March there is a varied choice of special

courses. From March 7th to March 12th the
staff of the Brompton Hospital for Consumption
and Diseases of the Chest, will hold a special
course throughout the week including Saturday.
Demonstrations in the various departments of the
hospital will be given, including artificial pneumo-
thorax and its technique, also one session will be
devoted to morbid anatomy. To those interested
in this particular subject the course should prove
of value. The fee has been fixed at three guineas.
The staff of the Chelsea Hospital for Women

will hold one of their well-known courses in
gynsecology from March 14th to March 26th. The
instruction offered comprises operative technique
and lectures on a variety of subjects connected
with diseases of women. Case taking and patho-
logical demonstrations are also provided. Fee £5 5s.
The honorary members of the staff at the National

Orthopaedic Hospital will hold their third course
in recent years from March 21st to April 2nd.
Lecture-demonstrations on the deformities associ-
ated with this particular branch of surgery will be
held throughout the two weeks, and the entire
clinical practice of the hospital will be open to
those enrolling for the course. An interesting
feature of the programme is a visit to Brockley
Hill Country Hospital where opportunities are
afforded for seeing cases of surgical tuberculosis.
Fee £2 2s.

Also taking place from iMarch 21st to April 2nd
the London Temperance Hospital will conduct a
course in medicine, surgery, and the specialities in
the late afternoon and primarily for the benefit
of the general practitiorier. The duration of each
session is 1- hours and the fee £1 1s.
From March 28th to April 9th the Queen's

Hospital for Children will arrange for an all-day
course. Both the medical and surgical aspect of
diseases of children will be dealt with by clinic,
by operation, by demonstration and by lecture.
The wards and out-patient departments of the
hospital will be open continuously throughout the
course, and the authorities have kindly undertaken
to provide both simple lunch and tea daily free of
charge. Fee £3 3s.
A series of demonstrations on the diagnosis and

treatment of Diseases of the Eye will be given by
members of the Staff of the Royal Eye Hospital
on Mondays to Fridays at 3 P.M., beginning
March 28th and continuing until April 1st, the
fee for which is £1 18s.

For those interested in neurology there is the
popular course in Neurology at the National

EDITORIAL NOTES.
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Hospital, Queen-square. The course comprises
clinical lectures and demonstrations, teaching in
the out-patient department and lectures" ola the
anatomy, physiology and pathology of the nervous
system. Special arrangements will be made for
those desiring to take part of the course only.

In view of the Easter vacation it has been found
necessary to start the April courses late in the
month. They are as follows :'Medicine, Surgery,
and Gynaecology at the Royal Waterloo Hospital,
April 25th to May 14th; Electrotherapy, April
27th to May 18th, Wednesdays only at the Royal
Free Hospital; and Tropical Medicine, April 26th
to May 19th, Tuesdays and Thursdays only, at the
London School of Tropical Medicine.

* * *

We are asked to remind our readers that in
addition to these Special Courses, the Fellowship
of Medicine arranges for a course of general
instruction at the affiliated hospitals, of which
there are some 50 in number. A programme is
compiled in diary form, and comprehensive tickets
for varying periods from a week upwards to a year
are issued which enable the holder to make out
his own time-table and attend any, or all, of the
hospitals associated with the Fellowship for what-
ever branches of medicine or surgery the graduate
may be interested in the refreshing of his know-
ledge. The course is a continuous one and can be
begun at any time. Copies of these programmes
will be forwarded to any enquirers if desired.

* * *

The programme of lectures for March arranged
by the Fellowship of Medicine on Emergencies in
Medicine and Surgery is as follows:
March
3rd-Dr. Arthur Whitfield: The Differential Diagnosis

of some Acute Rashes.
10th-Mr. R. H. Jocelyn Swan: Suppression and Reten-

tion of Urine.
17th-Mr. V. Zachary Cope: Common Mistakes in the

Diagnosis and Treatment of Acute Abscess.
24th-Dr. R. Travers Smith: Emergencies in Neuro-

logical Practice.
31st-Dr. C. T. W. Hirsch: Emergencies in Anoesthetics.

The lectures are arranged for. 5 o'clock on
Thursdays and are delivered in the lecture-hall of
the Medical Society of London, 11, Chandos-street,
Cavendish-square, W. 1, and all members of the
medical profession are invited to attend.
The Fellowship of Medicine also provides free

to members of the medical profession, dlinical
demonstrations in surgery. Those for March are as
follows
March
8th.. 4.30 P.M.-St. Mark's Hospital, Mr. W. B. Gabriel.
18th . 2 P.M.-Samaritan Hospital, Mr. A. W. Bourne.
22nd.. 2 P.M.-Charing Cross Hospital, Mr. Norman C.

Lake.
31st.. 3 P.M. -All Saints' Hospital, M. H. L. Attwater.

During the month of March the West London
Post-Graduate College, Hammersmith, will continue

its series of free lectures and demonstrations
according to the following programme
March
Wed. 2nd-Dr. Manson-Bahr: Dysentery.
Mon. 7th-Mr. Addison: Surgery of Stomach and

Duodenum.
Thurs. 10th-Dr. Manson-Bahr: Dysentery (contd.).
Mon. 14th-Staff Consultation on cases of special

interest. (5 P.M.)
Thurs. 17th-Mr. Donald Armour: Head Injuries.
Mon. 21st-Dr. Arthur Saunders: Nephritis in Children.
Wed. 23rd-Dr. Manson-Bahr: Sprue.
Mon. 28th-Dr. Saunders: Jaundice.
Thurs. 31st-Mr. Donald Armour: Head Injuries.
April
Mon. 4th-Mr. Sinclair: Lumps in the Breast.

The time of delivery of lectures is 4 P M.
Applications for the syllabuises of any of the

Special Courses should be addressed to the Secretary
of the Fellowship of Medicine, 1, Wimpole-street,
W.I.

* * *

It will be welcome news to prospective candidates
for the M.R.C.P. Diploma that two hospitals are
now inaugurating special courses suitable for the
requirements for this particular examination.
The first course will be undertaken by the staff

at the Royal Northern Hospital during the first
fortnight of March. It will consist of 12 lectures or
lecture-demonstrations: two lectures on medical
anatomy by one of the surgeons and two lecture-
demonstrations on pathological specimens and
laboratory methods of importance in modern
clinical medicine. The exact time of the lectures
will be notified to those taking the course, the fee
for which is five guineas.
The second course will begin at the Middlesex

Hospital on March 14th, and will continue for four
weeks. It will occupy the whole day from 10 A.M.
to 4 P.M., and will include the physical examination
of and viva-voce examinations on selected cases,
tutorial classes and pathological demonstrations.
Fee for this course is £10 10s. The office of the
Fellowship of Medicine can supply syllabuses.

* * *

A course of four demonstrations on Antenatal
Diagnosis and Treatment will be given by Prof.
A. LouIsE MCILROY at the Royal Free Hospital
on Wednesdays, May 4th to 25th, 1927 (both
dates inclusive). The fee is one guinea. The Course
is open to women post-graduates only, and the
names of those wishing to attend should be sent
to the Secretary of the Fellowship of Medicine.

* * *

The Sixth British Congress of Obstetrics and
Gynecology will be held in Manchester from
April 27th to 29th. The first day will be devoted
to a discussion on the " Treatment of Inflammatory
Conditions of the Uterine Adnexa." On the other
two days there will be short papers and demon-
strations of surgical operations.
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The Secretary (Miss M. Roy, at 1, Wimpole Street,
W. 1), to whom all inquiries should be addressed, is
in attendance daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Saturday
10 a.m. to 12 noon).
The Fellowship provides open Post-Graduate

Lectures; Special Courses in all the specialities of
Medicine and Surgery, at individual hospitals, for fees
and details of which application should be made to
the Secretary of the Fellowship; a General Course at
the 50 general and special hospitals affiliated to
the Fellowship, the fees being as follows :-1 week,
2 gns.; 2 weeks, 3 gns.; 1 month, 5 gns. ; 2 months,
9 gns.; 3months, 12 gns.; 6 months, 18 gns.; I year,

-20 gns. Holders of General Course tickets for one
month or longer are entitled to certain privileges in
regard to Special Courses. Arrangements are made
to meet the needs of practitioners unable to do
whole-time study. Cheques should be made pay-
able to the Fellowship of Medicine and crossed
"Barclay & Co."
The minimum Annual Subscription for Membership

of the Fellowship of Medicine and Post-Graduate
Medical Ass6ciation is 108. (or $2.50) per annum,
which includes the subscription to the POST-GRADUAITE
MEDICAL JOURNAL and admits the member to certain
special lectures and demonstrations.

SPECIAL COURSES.
IARCH.

Diseases of the Chest .. .. .. March 7 to March 12-Brompton Hospital. All day. Fee £4 4s.
Diseases of Children .. .. .. March 28 to April 9-Queen's Hospital. All day. Fee £3 38.
Gynecology .. .. .. .. March 14 to March 26-Chelsea Hospital for Women.

Mornings and/or afternoons. Fee £5 5s.
Ophthalmology.. .. .. .. March 28 to April 9-Royal Eye Hospital.

Afternoons only. Fee £1 18.
Orthopsedics .. .. .. .. March 21 to April 2-Royal NationalOrthopaedic Hospital. Allday. Fee£2 28.
Practitioners' Course .. .. March 21 to April 2-London Temperance Hospital.

Late afternoon, 11 hrs. Fee £1 18.

APRIL (Easter Monday, April 18.)
Medicine, Surgery and Gynsecology .. April 25 to May 14-Royal Waterloo Hospital.

Afternoons and some mornings. Fee £3 3s.
Electro-Therapy .. .. .. April 27 to May 18-Royal Free Hospital.

Wednesdays 5.15 P.M. Fee £1 1s.
Tropical Medicine .. .. .. April 26 to May 19-London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

Tuesday and Thursday afternoonss. Fee £2 28.

MAY.
Antenatal ., .. .. .. May 4 to May 18-Royal Free Hospital.

Wednesdays 5 P.m.
Diseases of Infants .. .. .. May 16 to May 28-The Infants Hospital.

Afternoons. Fee £3 38.
Diseases of the Throat, Nose and Ear May 9 to May 28-Central London Throat, Nose and Ear Hospital.

All day. Fee £5 58. (Operative class £7 7s.).
Psychological Medicine .. .. May 2 to May 28-Maudsley Hospital.

(provisional) Afternoons, for four weeks. Fee £5 58.
Urology .. .. .. .. .. May 2 to May 28-All Saints' Hospital.

Afternoons and evenings. Fee £5 5s.
Venereal Diseases .. .. .. May 2 to May 28-London Lock Hospital.

Afternoons and evenings. Fee £3 38.
Practitioners' Course .. .. .. May 16 to May 28-Hampstead General Hospital.

Late afternoons, 11 hrs. Fee £1 1s.
Neurology .. .. .. .. May 2 to June 24-The National Hospital, Queen Square.

JIUNE (Whit-Monday, June 6.)
Dermatology .. .. .. .. June 20 to July 2-Blackfriars Skin Hospital.

Afternoons. Fee £1 18.
Diseases of the Chest .. .. .. June 27 to July 9-Victoria Park Hospital.

All day. Fee £2 28.
Diseases of Children .. .. .. June 13 to June 25-Children's Clinic.

Afternoons and some mornings. Fee £2 2.s.
Gynsecology .. .. .. .. June 8 to June 21-Chelsea Hospital for Women.

Mornings and/or afternoons. Fee £5 5s.
Ophthalmology .. .. .. .. June 8 to July 2-Central London Ophthalmic Hospital.

Afternoons only. Fee £3 38. (Operative £5 5.)
NOTE.-Practical Courses in Anassthetics can be arranged at any time, and information on Clinical Assistantships

in London Hospitals given. Courses in Obstetrics arranged.
Copies of the Syllabusss of above Courses and tiokets of airnission can be obtained from the Secretary to the

Fellowship of Medicine, 1, Wimpole-street, W. 1.


