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The menace of a State Medical Service is a diffuse shadow that slowly takes definite shape, moving
methodically to the final assault. Resistance will come mainly from within the profession, but unless the
members look well to their own affairs and set their house in order the attack will ultimately succeed.

* There are defects in the fabric of the profession that need remedies and these deficiencies should be recog-
nised, frankly admitted and agreed on and demands for help by the Government or by Municipalities formu-
lated.

There are certainly hundreds, possibly thousands, of hospitals in this country serving populations of fifty
to a hundred thousand inhabitants which lack a complement of specialised services, trained surgeons, physi-
cians, radiologists, pathologists, etc., because the rewards are insufficient or too uncertain. It would be a
comparatively inexpensive matter for the State (or Municipality) to appoint and pay a subsistence salary to
such a body of professional men, leaving them the right to supplement their incomes by private practice.

One of the most sinister undermining attacking forces is the establishment of so-called Re-habilitation
Centres which have special reference to the present defects of our Orthopaedic Centres. These would be
State-controlled and administered, they would breed disharmony, and continuity of treatment would only be
achieved on paper-real continuity would vanish. There is no doubt that the very name has captured the
imagination of the lay public, including statesmen. It is for the General Hospitals, a fortiori the teaching
Hospitals, to so enlarge the scope of their after-treatment that the injured soldier, sailor, airman or civilian
receives continuous treatment under the direct supervision of the surgeon responsible for treatment ab initio,
right down to the time when the injured man is ready for re-adjustment into industry.

This can be done if the great hospitals will bestir themselves in time and enlarge their Out-Patient Depart-
ments either by their own efforts and resources or by a formulated demand for State supplementary grants.

Industry will join hands in implementing such a plan. Already there is in embryo a factory established
entirely by private enterprise-the Smit-Asquith Diamond Works at St. Mary Cray, Orpington, where the
injured man is straightway enabled to earn a more than living-wage, and retain his self-respect. Now is the
moment for the hospital authorities to encourage such enterprise and establish sympathetic relations. These
industrial centres can be and will be multiplied throughout the kingdom. And these are the true re-habilita-
tion centres. that will fulfil all the needs of the orthopaedic surgeon, when he on his part has carried treatment
far beyond the comparatively simple stage of achieving firm union of bone, tendon transplantations, plastic
operations, etc.

Nor is there need for Re-habilitation Centres for medical cases beyond an expansion of Convalescent
Homes. Surely the mansions and great estates that are rapidly falling into the hands of the National Trust
are ideal for this purpose and would better serve the community as homes for healing rather than as museums
or show-places for the holiday makers.

Yours faithfully,
H. H. GREENWOOD, F.R.C.S.

14, Harley Street, W.i.

SPECIAL NUMBERS OF THE JOURNAL

Special numbers have been published from time to time, each dealing comprehensively
with a particular branch of medicine or surgery. These special numbers are as follows, and
copies, price 2S. each, post free, may be obtained from the Fellowship of Medicine, i Wimpole
Street, London, W.i. A list of contents of any individual number will be sent on application.

OBSTETRICS (August, 1933) TROPICAL DISEASES (November, 1938)
OPHTHALMOLOGY (August, I934) CEREBRAL TUMOURS (May, 1939)

NEUROLOGY (April, I935) FOCAL SEPSIS (February, I940)

UROLOGY (November, 1935) *WAR WOUNDS OF THE CHEST (March, I940)
CARDIOLOGY (April, 1936) *WAR WOUNDS OF THE ABDOMEN (April, 1940)
PROCTOLOGY (August, I936) *WAR WOUNDS OF THE I,MBS (May, 1940)
NEPHRITIS (February, 1937) *WAR WOUNDS OF THE EYE AND ORBIT (June, 1940)

RHEUMATISM (September, 1937) *WAR WOUNDS OF THE HEAD AND FACE (July, I940)
ORTHOPJEPICS (OCtober, 1937) CARCINOMA OF THE LUNG (February, 1943)

* "War Wounds and Injuries," published by Edward Arnold & Co., London, is a reproduction of these five
special numbers in book form. ' A second edition, revised and enlarged, will be published shortly.
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