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Cardiac Problems.
This month we publish two articles both dealing with cardiac problems.
DR. PARSONS-SMITH'S article might be regarded as an appreciation of the present position
with regard to acute rheumatism and its related cardiological effects. It is indeed an astonishing thing how selective is the action of rheumatic fever in producing infection of the heart
valves. The fact that it is said that there are 40,000 cases of rheumatic heart disease in elementary schools is a pointer to the devastating effect so created. We now have certain heart
hospitals partially devoted to this problem, and rheumatic clinics, but it seems that their effect
on the incidence of heart disease is not dramatic. Apart from the heart, rheumatic fever seems
to bear most hardly on the joints, but the fleeting character of this invasion is in striking contrast
to the permanence of the cardiac lesions. It is indeed perhaps the almost solitary outstanding
problem where a basis was stated over forty years ago, and where there is still indecision as
to the pertinence of the observations then made.

DR. JENNER HOSKIN deals with an entirely different problem. He speaks of the reference
of recruits for a second opinion in regard to their ability to serve, and he gives a frank and
definite judgement as to how the various lesions discovered could be assessed. It is almost
the first complete statement which has been made on this subject, and those of us who deal
at all extensively with the soldier after his enlistment will appreciate the value of the article,
and will wish that more borderline cases were referred for a second opinion. It is no uncommon
thing to-day to find men in the ranks with cardiac lesions which quite obviously prohibit them
from carrying out the duties of a modern soldier. We therefore hope that this article will be
widely read, and DR. HOSKIN'S comments noted.

Post-Graduate News
NEUROLOGY COURSE. By DR. C. WORSTER-DROUGHT and DR. NORMAN HULBERT, at the
West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases, at 3 p.m. on Tuesdays and Fridays, May igth to
June i2th, I942 (no classes on June 2nd and 5th). Fee: to Members of the Fellowship
of Medicine, £2 2s. od. and to non-Members, £2 I2S. 6d.

CARDIOLOGY COURSE: at the National Heart Hospital, W.i, all day June 2nd, 3rd, and 4th,
I942. Limited to 20. Fee: £4 4s. od.

RHEUMATIC DISEASES COURSE (week-end): at St. Stephen's Hospital (Rheumatic
Unit), L.C.C., Fulham Road, S.W.io, all day Saturday, June 27th, and Sunday, June 28th,
I942. Fee: to Members of the Fellowship of Medicine, I IIs. 6d., and to non-Members,
f2 2s. od.

CARDIOLOGY
National Heart Hospital, Westmoreland Street, W.1
Out-patients clinics every Tuesday and Wednesday at IO a.m. Tickets can be obtained
from the Fellowship of Medicine, price 25s. for IO attendances, or 2s. 6d. for single
,
attendances.
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ANAESTHETICS
OXFORD: Department of Anaesthetics, Radcliffe Infirmary
Professor R. R. MACINTOSH, D.M., F.R.C.S., D.A.; First Assistant: FREDA B. BANNISTER,
M.A., M.D., D.A.
Tuition is available for any period from one week upwards. No special lectures or demonstrations will be arranged, but as much teaching will be given as the ordinary hospital routine
will permit. Only a limited number of post-graduates may attend at any one time. Fee,
Members of the Fellowship of Medicine, £3 3S. od. for one week, and [2 2s. od. for each consecutive week after the first; to non-Members, £3 I3s. 6d. for one week, and [2 2s. od. for each
consecutive week after the first. Occasional Intensive Revision Courses each of two weeks'
duration (fee, [lo IOS. od.) will be given during the year, and while these Courses are in pr6gress
the above-mentioned tuition will be suspended. Applications must be made to the Fellowship
of Medicine, not to the Radcliffe Infirmary Oxford. No application sent direct to Oxford will
be dealt with there, but will be forwarded to the Fellowship of Medicine.

LONDON: Southern Hospital (Dartford) and Seamen's Hospital (Greenwich)
DR. WILLIAM MUSHIN, D.A.
Tuition given on Monday mornings, and all day Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
Limited to 2 post-graduates at a time'. Fee, to Members of the Fellowship of Medicine, £i IIs. 6d.
for one week, £3 3S. od. for two weeks, £5 5s. od. for four weeks. (To non-Members the fee is
IOS. 6d. more in each case.) Application for vacancies, stating period required and date of
beginning tuition, should be made to the Fellowship of Medicine and not to the Hospitals.

FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND POST-GRADUATE MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP
Only qualified medical practitioners may become Members or Associates of the Fellowship
of Medicine. The subscription rate, dating from the month of joining, and including the POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL, are as follows:
MEMBERS: £I IS. od. per annum.
ASSOCIATES: I5S. per annum.
Members and Associates are entitled to pay lower fees for attendance at Courses of instruction arranged by the Fellowship of Medicine. (Associates are members of Medical Societies
affiliated to the Fellowship of Medicine-a list of these Societies may be obtained on application
to the Fellowship:)
The subscription rate to the POST-GRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL for practitioners resident
overseas is I2S. per annum, post free, and this rate is also payable during the war by any practitioner serving with H.M. Forces, whether at home or abroad. Subscribers at this rate are
not entitled to pay the lower fees, quoted to Members and Associates, for attendance at Courses
of instruction.

RUTHIl C ASTlE, NORT

WALESc

A Clinic for the diagnosis and treatment of Internal Diseases (except Mental or Infectious Diseases). The
Clinic is provided with a staff of doctors, technicians and nurses.
The surroundings are beautiful. The climate is mild. There is central heating throughout. The annual
rainfall is 30.5 inches, that is, less than the average for England.
The inclusive fees are from 15 guineas a week, according to the room occupied; rooms with bathroom
are from 21 guineas. An examination and consultation fee of 15 guineas is charged on the first visit only.
SPECIAL FEES FOR INVESTIGATION ONLY-30 GUINEAS, including stay up to 10 days and report to
doctor.
For particulars apply to THE SECRETARY, Ruthin Castle, North Wales.
Telegrams: Castle, Ruthin.

Telephone: Ruthin 66.
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