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REVIEWS.

LECTURES ON CONDITIONED
REFLEXES (Vol. II).

By I. P. PAVLOV. Translated and edited by
W. HORSLEY GANTT. Vol. II. pp. 19o, with
an Index. Lawrence & Wishart. Price 8s. 6d.
This second.volume on conditioned reflexes and

psychiatry collects together Pavlov's publications
on the subject from I928 until his death in 1938.
Everyone who knows the first volume on his
twenty-five years of objective study of the higher
nervous activity of animals will be pleased to see
this second collection of his work. They will also
be induced to refresh their knowledge of the
fundamental work laid down in that first volume.
Without knowing the basic experiments and
conclusions which he worked out on his dogs one
can hardly evaluate or criticise this application of
his theories to human behaviour.

In this second volume Pavlov deals with neuroses
and psychoses. He seeks for an explanation of the
mechanism of hysterical and obsessional phenomena
always from the angle of conditioned reflexes. He
certainly is interesting and stimulating if at times
not convincing.

Dr. Gantt in his introduction gives a vivid
description of Pavlov as a scientist and as a man
which is not the least interesting part of the book.
This master in his own field died at the age of
eighty-six, working hard up to the last moment in
building up his great conception of animal and
human life. However much or little one can
accept the theory of conditioned reflexes as the
explanation for psychiatric phenomena, there is no
question of the deep respect which one must feel
for the consistency and perseverance of this great
man. Even though the reader feels some criticism
of generalizations and conclusions which are some-
times exaggerated, it is right to bear in mind that
Pavlov was a great leader and explorer and as such
has a right to be judged by standards other than
those applied to lesser men. Those who follow a
great leader are sometimes " more royal than the
king," but it is they who should bring the work of
the discoverer into true proportion.

This book is certainly worth reading.

SURGERY OF MODERN WARFARE.
Part V.

Edited by HAMILTON BAILEY, E. & S. Livingstone,
Edinburgh. I941. Price I7s. 6d.

With the publication of Part V this work on
the Surgery of Modern Warfare is complete and
covers a space of 876 pages. The size of the book
is therefore considerable, and it will probably be
used chiefly as a work of reference. In this part,
the section dealing with wounds of the face and
neck, including those of the special senses, is
completed, and new sections are added dealing
with wounds of the central nervous system;
surgical diseases encountered in sub-tropical
enintries and a final section is devoted to adminis-

tration. An appendix dealing with recent surgical
literature on problems connected with warfare is
added. The opportunity is given for those who
possess the five parts to have them bound into a
single volume with the addition of a comprehensive
index.

THE PREVENTION OF "HOSPITAL
INFECTION" OF WOUNDS.

MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL WAR WOUNDS
COMMITTEE AND COMMITTEE OF LONDON SECTOR
PATHOLOGISTS. Memorandum No. 6. Published
by His Majesty's Stationery Office. I94I.
Price 6d. net.
This pamphlet is No. 6 of The War Memorandum

Series, and has been compiled by the War Wounds
Committee, which contains many distinguished
names, a list of which is given on the first page-
names which command great respect. It is
obviously written for nurses and orderlies and not
for trained medical men. No one who has read
this pamphlet carefully can quarrel much with the
precepts laid down, although to the trained surgeon
some of them seem a little startling. One point
which perhaps invites criticism is the impractic-
ability at the present time to carry out many of
the suggestions, due in no small measure to the
paucity and inefficiency of instruments provided,
especially in the wards. Our own experience has
been that, despite repeated requests for a better
supply, it has not been forthcoming. Again, we
are astonished to find that it is advocated that the
washing of hands is probably unnecessary and is
undesirable for those doing the actual dressings.
We wonder if this is a wise teaching, and even if
it has been found unnecessary, we think that it
may be the loophole for carelessness in other
directions. Also we are surprised to read that
instruments which are wet and kept in antiseptics
are more likely to be infected than when they are
kept dry. Again we cannot help wondering why
methylated spirit is so roundly condemned. We
admit that it is getting more and more difficult to
obtain, but at the same time it has been a stand-by
for many years as an antiseptic, and in the experi-
ence of many has been effective. In ordinary
times it is cheap and it would seem a pity to cast
a slur on the qualities of a fluid which has rendered
yeoman service to surgeons for many generations.
Is it not unwise to desert old friends unless proved
untrustworthy ?

It is perhaps unfair thus to criticize a memo-
randum which obviously has not been submitted
as a scientific treatise. It contains many valuable
suggestions, is interesting, instructive and should
be read by all. But "Ward Infections" is a
difficult subject, and when the matter is finally
disposed of by a Government publication, differ-
ences of opinion in regard to technique are bound
to arise. If the methods suggested in this pamphlet
are to be universally adopted, more equipment will
have to be provided, as mentioned above. Too
often to-day, emergency hospitals and the like have
to cut their coat according to their cloth,
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