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The Treatment of the Chronic Rheumatic Diseases.
After the spate of special numbers on War wounds and injuries which the

unfortunate necessities of our times dictated, unconscious relief is perhaps felt in
reading again matter which deals with the more proper sphere of medicine in
the world, the diagnosis and treatment of disease.

Perhaps no diseases repay care and study more fully than the chronic
rheumatic diseases. Although, in the main not essentially lethal, they cause such
an immense amount of suffering and disability, and are so commonly encountered,
that any advance in our knowledge is repaid many-fold.

COPEMAN and BURT deal this month with a method of treatment which,
although used by the specialist for some time, has not come as yet into common
use by the profession. A certain amount of study is required to become an adept
at this technique, and the authors have been at pains to explain their methods
simply and fully. For a full and complete explanation of the underlying ana-
tomical principles we shall have to wait, for it seems that the dogmatic utterances
of anatomical and physiological text-books are not entirely justified, and indeed
it may be that some of them are inaccurate.

Nevertheless, be that as it may, the practical application of the method is clear,
and a study of this Article will enlarge the armamentarium and resources of every
practitioner.

The Article by FLETCHER on the use of chaulmoogra oil in osteoarthritis, deals
with a method of treatment of which few have experience in this country, although
some limited experience comes from the United States.

Chaulmoogra oil comes into the therapy of chronic (non-tuberculous) arthritis
in much the same way as gold did, and the American experience seemed to show
that it was useful in much the same type of case. FLETCHER is not able to confirm
this, but does find that it has a considerable range of usefulness in that other great
sub-division of chronic arthritis, osteoarthritis. It will be of considerable interest
to hear the experience of other observers.



292 POST-GRADUATE MEDICAL JOURNAL September, 1940

Post-Graduate News.
F.R.C.S. (Final) Candidates.

CLINICAL COURSE IN GENERAL SURGERY: Wednesdays, September 4th, iith,
I8th and 25th, at 5.30 p.m. in the O.P. Department of a centrally-placed hos-
pital. Three demonstrators will be present each afternoon, with suitable cases for
examination by the post-graduates who will then be questioned on the diagnosis
and treatment. Fee, to Members of the Fellowship of Medicine, £5 I5S. 6d., and
to non-Members, £6 I6s. 6d.

COMPREHENSIVE COURSE now in progress at the Royal Cancer Hospital, every
morning, from 9.30 to I.o p.m. by Mr. Ronald Raven, until October IIth. The
course includes clinical demonstrations, tutorials, museum and X-ray demonstra-
tion and set papers. Fee, to Members of the Fellowship of Medicine, £7 2s. od.,
and to non-Members, £7 I2s. 6d.

M.R.C.P. Candidates.
NEUROLOGY: At the West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases, September 9th

to 20th, every afternoon, 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. Clinical demonstration followed by a
lecture. Fee, to Members of the Fellowship of Medicine, £3 3s. od., and to non-
Members, £3 I3s. 6d.
Anresthetic Course.

For candidates for the D.A. and for others interested in the subject. If there
is sufficient demand for a course in this subject, certain Anaesthetists are prepared
to give a series of lectures, three or four a week for two or three weeks, at 5.0 p.m.
or 6.o p.m. covering all branches of Anaesthesia. Arrangements will be made for
those attending the course to have practical instruction during the daytime. Fee,
to Members of the Fellowship of Medicine, will be £5 5s. od., and to non-Members,
£5 I5S. 6d. The course will begin about September 23rd, and a detailed syllabus
will be prepared and circulated as soon as a reasonable number of applications are
received; applications should be sent as soon as possible to the Fellowship of
Medicine.

Application should be made to the Fellowship of Medicine, i, Wimpole Street,
W.I (Langham 4266).
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disease is obtained if this practice is followed.
The prevention or suppression of the disease is
particularly neglected in these circumstances.
This wsork would be greatly improved if at

the end of every chapter some references were
supplied to the more important and more recent
papers concerned with the study of the par-
,icular disease or diseases dealt with in the
chapter.

LANDMARKS AND SURFACE
MARKINGS OF THE HUMAN

BODY.
By L. BATHE RAWLING, M.B., B.Ch., F.R.C.S.
H. K. Lewis & {o. 1940. Price 8s. 6d.
The eighth edition of this well-known book differs

from its predecessors by being written in the
British Revision of the B.N.A. Terminology,
those older terms still used in the surgical text-
books are retained as alternatives.
The author has given with commendable

brevity the main markings of surface anatomy in
I practical and easily-remembered form, not
merely as a series of isolated markings but
rather as a development of the student's previous

anatomical knowledge. Objection might be
raised to some of the markings, especially cer-
tain of those in the chapter on the abdomen, on
the ground that they are too dogmatic, but this
objection is not really valid if the book is to
retain its present concise handy form.

In plate vii the transtubercular plane is
incorrectly shown as, and incorrectly stated to
be, the plane joining the highest points of the
iliac crests. This is remedied in the chapter on
the abdomen where the true location of the plane
is given, and it is explained that a line joining
the highest points of the iliac crests cuts the spine
at the level of the disc between the 3rd and
4th lumbar vertebrae, and not at the level of
the body of the 5th lumbar vertebra as does the
transtubercular plane.

Additionally in plate xxv the tendon of
extensor hallucis longus on the left side is shown
being inserted into the distal portion of the
distal phalanx of the big toe instead of into the
base of this phalanx.

Despite these slight blemishes the illustrations
are excellent, clarity being obtained by the bold
use of colour, a strictly limited number of
structures on each plate, and the provision of
many plates.

Altogether this is a book which can be highly
recommended to those wishing to gain a sound
working knowledge of the subject.

Forthcoming Medical Books.
HENRY KIMPTON,
263, High Holborn, London, W.C.1.

"Introduction to Vertebrate Zoology."
By William Henry Atwood. In one
octavo volume of 511 pages, with 264
illustrations. Cloth. Price 18s. net.

"Principles of Surgical care, Shock and
Other Problems." By Alfred Blalock
M.D. In one large octavo volume of
325 pages, illustrated. Cloth. Price
22s. 6d. net.

'"Arthritis and Allied Conditions." By
Bernard I. Comroe, A.B., M.D.,
F.A.C.P. In one royal octavo volume
of 752 pages, illustrated with 200
engravings. Cloth. Price 40s. net.

" Operative Surgery.' By J. Shelton
Horsley, M.D., LL.D., F.A.C.S., and
Isaac A. Bigger, M.D. Fifth Edition.
In two large octavo volumes of 1,567
pages, and 1,391 illustrations. Cloth.
Price 90s. net.

LEWIS'S BOOKS
NEARLY READY. With 6 Coloured Plates and 133 Illustrations in the text. Demy 8vo. 30s. net; postage 8d.

B VENEREAL DISEASES
By E. T. BURKE, D.S.O., M.B., Ch.B., Lieut.-Col. (late) R.A.M.C., Director, L.C.C. (Whitechapel) Clinic; Consulting Venereologist,

Public Health Department of L.C.C., Lecturer in V.D. at London Hospital Medical College, University of London, etc.

BUCKLEY'S RAY'S RHEUMATISM IN GENERAL PRACTICE:

ARTHRITIS, FIBROSITIS AND GOUT A Clinical Study. (General Practice Series.)

With 14 Plates containing 24 Figures. Demy 8vo. 7s. 6d. net; With a Foreword by Lord HORDER, K.C.V.o.

Wth- 6With 6 Plates. Demy 8vo. 16s. net; postage 6d.
postage 6d ..the best account of rheumatism in our language."

"..a most complete and concise handbook... "-PRACTITIONER. -MEDICAL PRESS AND CIRCULAR.

COMPLETE CATALOGUE POST FREE ON REQUEST.

LONDON: H. K. LEWIS & Co. Ltd., 136, GOWER STREET, W.C. 1


