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LONDON: MAY I, I940.

War Wounds of the Limbs.
The expression "injury to life and limb" implies that wounds of the extremities

are second in importance to life itself. In a series of papers dealing with the injuries
caused by the missiles of warfare must be included those concerning injuries of the
extremities. This special number of the Journal contains important contributions
to our knowledge concerning this subject. It is impossible in the space at our
disposal to consider all forms of injury to the limbs and therefore we chose to present
four aspects of the problem which, in our view, are of great importance. In the
first instance there is the great problem of infection in these cases and outstanding
in gravity in all infected wounds of the limbs is infection with anaerobic bacilli with
the production of gas gangrene. We publish a paper by RAVEN on Gas Gangrene
in which he has surveyed all aspects of this lethal disease calling attention to the
various clinical manifestations, problems in diagnosis, and has given us a reasoned
opinion regarding treatment, including a guarded estimate of new forms of therapy.
In cases of severe injury to a limb the chief problem apart from the saving of life
is the conservation of the limb and an important consideration when reaching
a decision is whether the blood supply is adequate. This question of injuries to the
blood vessels is dealt with by MITCHINER who has discussed the principles and
technique of the treatment of these injuries. It will be seen that arteriorrhaphy is
of limited application in the surgery of war injuries of the limbs, but there are
certain well defined injuries in which reconstructive procedures are justifiable and
which may be carried out, as MITCHINER states, even in the-adverse conditions of
war surgery. The decision to remove a limb is one of the most serious which the
surgeon must make and we have been helped in the important problem of amputa-
tion by 'the paper written by SEYMOUR BARLING, who has discussed the general
problem, the indications for amputation, and the particular type of amputation to
be performed in different segments of the limb. Finally we have an important
contribution from McMuRRAY concerning the surgical treatment of deformities of
the limbs resulting from war injuries. The restoration of the wounded men to a
useful life in the nation is one of the major problems of the war injuries and it is one
which concerns the orthopedic surgeon to a great extent. We are reminded of the
words of the man who did so much for the wounded in the Great War-SIR ROBERT
JONES-"There is great responsibility upon us that we should take the earliest
opportunity of implanting into these wounded men habits of industry and self
respect rather than let them drift for forty years as loafers and derelicts."
Orthopeedic problems after the Great War concerned over two-thirds of our
wounded men. The value of the work of SIR ROBERT JONES and his uncle and
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teacher HUGH OWEN THOMAS cannot be overestimated with respect to the salvage
of life and limb during the Great War. It is fitting therefore, that this important
paper on the treatment of deformities resulting from war injuries should come from
the pen of a successor to the illustrious inheritance of orthopaedic surgery in
Liverpool-McMuRRAY.

It is hoped that these special articles contributed to the Journal will prove a
useful guide to those who will be confronted, either at home or abroad, with
problems concerning the salvage of life and limb.

Special numbers on War Wounds.

The special number in this series deals this month with Wounds of the
Extremities, and next month will be concerned with Wourids of the Eye and Orbit.

The following is a synopsis of the June number:-
Non-perforating Wounds of the Eyeball, by H. B. Stallard, F.R.C.S.
Perforating Wounds of the Eyeball, by Charles Goulden, O.B.E., M.C.,

F.R.C.S. and Maurice Whiting, O.B.E., F.R.C.S.
Wounds of the Orbit, by Humphrey Neame, F.R.C.S.
Ocular signs and symptoms in connection with distant injuries, by

F. A. Williamson-Noble, F.R.C.S. and a Neurologist.

Post-Graduate News.
The following Courses are being arranged for M.R.C.P. Candidates:

CHEST DISEASES: Brompton Hospital, Mondays and Thursdays at 5 p.m.,
from May 6th to May 3oth, by Dr. F. P. Lee-Lander. (Limited to six post-
graduates.) Fee to Members of the Fellowship of Medicine, £3 I3S. 6d., and to
non-Members, £4 4s.' od.

HEART AND CHEST DISEASES: London Chest Hospital, Victoria Park, Wed-
nesdays and Fridays at 6 p.m. from May 29th to June 2Ist, by Dr. H. V. Morlock
and Dr. Lloyd Rusby. (Limited to six post-graduates.) Fee, to Members of the
Fellowship of Medicine, £3 I3S. 6d., and to non-Members, £4 4s. od.

NEUROLOGY: West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases, afternoons, June 3rd
to I4th. Fee, to Members of the Fellowship of Medicine, £3 3s. od., and to non-
Members, £3 I3S. 6d.
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Forthcoming Medical Books.
HENRY KIMPTON,
263, High Holbomrn, London, W.C.1.

"Obstetrics and Gynecology." By The
Departmental Staff of the University of
Chicago and Other Contributors.
Edited by Fred L. Adair, M.A., M.D.,
F.A.C.S. In two royal octavo volumes
of 2031 pages, illustrated with 663
engravings and 24 plates. Cloth. Price
£5 net.

"'Compendium of Regional Diagnosis in
Lesions of the Brain and Spinal Cord."
By Robert Bing. Translated and
Edited by Webb Haymaker. In one
large octavo volume of 292 pages with
125 illustrations, 27 in colour, and 7
plates. Cloth. Price 25s. net.

"The Pathology of Internal Diseases."
By William Boyd, M.D., LL.D.,
M.R.C.P. (Ed.), F.R.C.P. (Lond.),
Dipl. Psych., F.R.S.C. Third Edition,
thoroughly revised. In one royal
octavo volume of 874 pages, illustrated
with 353 engravings and 4 coloured
plates. Cloth. Price 45s. net.

"A Text-Book of Oral Pathology for
Students and Practitioners of
Dentistry." By Russell W. Bunting,
D.D.S., D.D.Sc. and Thomas J. Hill,
D.D.S. Second edition, thoroughly
revised. In one royal octavo volume
of 460 pages, illustrated with 315 en-
gravings and 1 coloured plate. Cloth.
Price 30s. net.

"Cancer in Childhood and a Discussion
of Certain Benign Tumours." Edited
by Harold W. Dargeon, M.D.,

F.A.A.P. In one large octavo volume
of 114 pages, illustrated. Cloth. Price
15s. net.
Physical Diagnosis." By Warren P.
Elmer and W. D. Rose. Eighth Edition,
revised by Harry Walker, M.D.,
F.A.C.P. In one royal octavo volume
of 792 pages, with 295 illustrations.
Cloth. Price 45s. net.

"Synopsis of Obstetrics." By Jennings
C. Litzenberg, M.D., F.A.C.S. In one
small octavo volume of 394 pages with
157 illustrations including 5 in colour.
Cloth. Price 21s. net.

"Diagnosis and Treatment of Diseases of
the Hair." By Lee McCarthy, M.D.
In one large octavo volume of 671
pages with 291 illustrations, including
7 in colour. Cloth. Price 50s. net.

"Artificial Pneumothorax." Editorial
Committee Edward N. Packard, M.D.,
John N. Hayes, M.D. and Sidney F.
Blanchet, M.D. Foreword by E. R.
Baldwin, M.D. In one royal octavo
volume of 300 pages, illustrated with
85 engravings. Cloth. Price 21s. net.
The Management of Obstetric Diffi-
culties." By Paul Titus, M.D. Second
edition. In one royal octavo volume
of 968 pages, with 368 illustrations and
5 coloured plates. Cloth. Price 50s.
net.
A M a n ua l of Neurohistologic
Technique." By Oscar A. Turner, M.D.
In one large octavo volume of 73 pages.
Cloth. Price 10s. 6d. net.
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