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Editorial Notes.
The British Health Services.

One wonders if the Prime Minister had received an advance copy of the
Report on the British Health Services compiled by the Health Group of P.E.P.
(Political and Economic Planning)* prior to launching the National Health
Campaign when he incited the people to take advantage of the schemes and
facilities they were already directly or indirectly paying for. Certainly this
record of all the various activities and measures which have grown up during
the years of progress and enlightenment of our grandfathers and our fathers
makes proud reading, and justifies the prophecy of the Prime Minister that if
these were fully utilized the health of the Nation could be further greatly
improved.

The comprehensivemess of this record of the British Health Services is its
most striking feature. No aspect of the work entailed in promoting the health
of the people is omitted. Nature and Nurture both come under review. Sanita-
tion (including housing, water supply, sewage disposal, atmospheric pollution
and control of food, milk, medicines and infectious disease), Industrial Health,
Maternal and Child Welfare, National Health Insurance, Hospitals (municipal
and voluntary), Mental Deficiency and Insanity, Nutrition, Psychology and
Genetics are all considered in detail. One specially interesting feature is the
detailed description of the Peckham Pioneer Health Centre and the record of the
findings and results of the experiment up to date. In some ways it is the most
damning evidence of the weakness of the human race for it is stated that "out of
i,6o6 individuals comprising 500 families only I44 individuals and I7 babies
had no diagnosable disorder, 1,505 had something wrong with them, but very
few were under the care of a doctor." If this state of matters be representative
of the general population the sooner the medical man, as is so strongly urged
to-day, changes his plan of campaign the better and pays most attention to the
apparently well members of the community and ceases to concentrate on the
definitely ill.

The history of the development of all the various schemes for the improve-
ment of the people is reviewed and the present position they have attained is
described with a critical analysis of their defects and suggestions as to how
they must be and can be remedied. So full, indeed, is the volume of informa-
tion, and so rich in constructive ideas for further progress, that it should be read,
and retained for reference by all who are interested and actively engaged in
promoting the health of the people. And as Britain may justly claim to have
been a pioneer in health services the historical sections of the work will be found
particularly useful to younger countries, such as the Colonies, for they reveal
how possible mistakes and shortcomings may be avoided.

Although the greatest pains apparently have been taken in the collection and
digestion of the facts and information for compiling the Report (it is stated that
some "200 outside persons and organizations were drawn upon to supply
material or to revise drafts of different sections "), and although we have read
the Report with the greatest interest and benefit, this does not mean that there
is: no call for critical comment. In the first place we may perhaps be permitted
to draw attention to the erroneous impression which will be created regarding
ourrown Association from the remarks on p. I39. This Association-The Fellowship
*Published by P.E.P., 16, Queen Anne's Gate, S.W.1. Price 10/6 net cloth bound, or 7/6 net in paper boards.
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of Medicine-is in no special way linked to the North-East London Post-
Graduate College. The Fellowship of Medicine is an absolutely independent
body whose whole duty is to co-ordinate and give publicity to post-graduate
medical courses provided in London, and to act as a place of enquiry regarding
this type of instruction for the whole Empire. As members of the medical pro-
fession we may also be permitted to express the opinion that the economic
difficulties of entering on the study of medicine discussed on p. I36 are some-
what exaggerated, and to hope that the views expressed will not act as a deter-
rent on worthy aspirants.

In some directions, too, there would appear to be bias. For example, in
the discussion on Nutrition prominence, indeed almost entire place is given to
one school of thought-which might be termed the "alarmist school." One
would have expected in a survey of the kind that a wider recognition of work
done towards elucidation of the problem would have prevailed. We
certainly think that the attempt by Noel Paton and Leotard Findlay to estimate
the relationship between Poverty, Nutrition and Growth* should have been con-
sidered. This was a serious piece of research extending over some four or five
years and permitted of very important and far-reaching conclusions. These
authors showed that it was not the amount of food, nor was it the amount of the
family income which chiefly determined the nutrition of the children, as evidenced
by height and weight and general appearance, but that the parental care expended,
and particularly by the mother, was the all-important factor in the welfare of the
family.

There is also a tendency in the Report to exaggerate the poor state of the
Nation's physique. Surely the statement on p. 322 that 62 per cent. of the
recruits for the Army were found unfit should have received qualification in
consequence of the subsequent experience that with three months' training the
majority of these came up to the Ai standard. No one denies that the physique
of our manhood is not all that it might be, but matters will not be helped in the
long run by distorting the facts.

In spite of the above critical remarks we have nothing but praise for the
volume. The Report is a serious work and must be placed in quite a separate
category to the Health Supplements published by the different Newspapers.
We are particularly pleased to see that the Editors have not emulated the
example of the Daily Press by intermingling health talks by doctors and others
with advertisements of proprietary medicines and more especially those which
suggest that the two great pillars of health are milk and beer.

Surgery in Pulmonary Tuberculosis.
The surgery of the chest, which has made such remarkable progress in the

last 20 years, affords one of the most interesting and important chapters in the
history of modern therapeutics. It shows a fairly close analogy to the surgery of
the abdomen, wherein we see a similar improvement in technical methods, born
of increasing knowledge and appreciation of the fundamental principles of
physiology and pathology.

Such advances are necessarily somewhat slow as a rule, partly owing to the
natural conservatism of the human race, partly by reason of that opposition to
original discovery which, throughout the history of medicine, has invariably been

*Poverty, Nutrition and Growth. 1926. M.R.C., Special Report, No. 101.
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created by the prejudice of the orthodox. We are inclined to think that this last
obstacle, which for many centuries has been an almost proverbial stumbling block
in the pathway of the pioneer, is less frequently encountered at the present day.
It is, at least, somewhat easier to dislodge, and so our progress in thoracic surgery,
since the experimental period of the War, has been, perhaps, less tardy than usual,
and though the pundits, true to type, have been shocked by its startling disclosures
of what could be done with comparative impunity within the chest of a living
human creature, they have been unable to check the enthusiasm or to stem the
advance of those who grasped the truths which surgeons have taught us in this
field.

The assessment of any new mode of treatment is always a matter of some
difficulty until time and experience have tempered our early judgments and have
taught us the relative values of the different factors which must enter into our
decisions. This is more especially true of surgical and quasi-surgical methods,
and the importance of balance and perspective is well set forth in the Article con-
tributed to this number of our Journal by Mr. O'Shaughnessy and Dr. Crawford
on "The Surgical Treatment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis."

" The decision to employ collapse therapy is a grave one " say these authors
in the introduction to their excellent paper, and with this important admission
at the outset of their remarks they go on to insist that "it must only be made after
repeated radiological examination, and as the result of careful consultation between
physician and surgeon." (Our italics).

Such co-operation, though urged sententiously by most authors, is, unfortu-
nately, still lacking in actual medical practice. Far be it from us to assign the
blame for this state of affairs to one side or the other. The primary cause lies
doubtless in the essential difference in temperament between the physician and the
surgeon, without which indeed it is hardly conceivable that their respective qualities
would emerge. That each should possess the defects of these qualities is, perhaps,
inevitable in this world of imperfect instruments, where all truth is but relative.
Nevertheless, it behoves us to strive for the attainment of a greater measure of
understanding between the representatives of all branches of our professional art.
We commend this Article to our readers as an example of effort in this direction
no less than as a practical guide to the judgment of all who are faced with the
difficult problem of the management of cases of pulmonary tuberculosis which have
not responded to routine treatment on conservative lines.

Debate on Law on Abortion.
We would remind our readers that the debate on "Does the Law on

Abortion require Reform? ", will be held on the evening of Wednesday,
February 9th, I938, at 8.30 p.m. in the Barnes Hall, I, Wimpole Street, W.I.

Sir Beckwith Whitehouse will move that some modification of the present law
is desirable and Dr. W. H. F. Oxley will oppose the motion. The Honourable
Mr. Justice Humphreys has kindly consented to act as Chairman.

Only members of the medical profession will be admitted. Admission is
b ticket only. Application should be made to the Secretary, Fellowship of

dicine, I, Wimpole Street, W.I.
It is hoped to publish a verbatim account of the Debate in the March issue of

The Journal.
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General Post-Graduate News.
It should be noted that instruction arranged by the Fellowship of Medicine is open only to
Members and Associates unless otherwise stated. A copy of each detailed syllabus is sent to
every Member and Associate. Information regarding the various Courses can always be
obtained from the Office daily between 10 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. and on Saturdays between 10 a.m.
and 12.30 p.m. (Telephone: Langham 4266.)

To ensure admission or to avoid cancellation of the Courses application must be made by the
date given on each syllabus.

"THE LAW ON ABORTION."
On Wednesday, February 9th, at 8.30 p.m. in the Bames Hall, 1, Wimpole Street, W.1, there
will be a debate on the above subject. Admission will be by ticket, issued only to members of
the medical profession, and obtainable from the Fellowship of Medicine.

PROVISIONAL LIST OF COURSES 1938.
Gynecology (suitable for M.C.O.G.): February 7 to February 19. Chelsea Hospital for Women.

All day. Fee £5 5s. Od. (Maximum of 15).
Children's Diseases (suitable for D.C.H.): February 14 to February 19 Princess Elizabeth of

York Hospital. All day. Fee £3 3s. Od. (Maximum of 15)
Children's Diseases (suitable for D.C.H.): February 21 to February 26. The Infants' Hospital.

All day. Fee £3 3s. Od. (Maximum of 15). ..
M.R.C.P.: February 22 to March 10. National Temperance Hospital, Tuesday and Thursday

at 8.0 p.m. Clinical and Pathological. Fee £6 6s. Od. (Maximum of 24).
Heart and Lung Diseases (week-end): February 26 and February 27. London Chest Hospital,

Victoria Park. All day Saturday and Sunday. Fee £1 ls. 6d.
Medicine, Surgery and Gynaecology: February 28 to March 12. Royal Waterloo Hospital

All day. Fee £3. 3s. Od.
M.R.C.P. (Chest): March 7 to April 2. Brompton Hospital. Two afternoons weekly. 5 to

6 p.m. Fee £3 13s. 6d. (Maximum of 6 per class).
Proctology: March 7 to March 12. St. Mark's Hospital. All day. Fee £3 3s.

March 15 to May 3 National Temperance Hospital. Tuesdays and Thurs-
F.R.C.S. (Final) March 17 to May 5 days at 8 p.m. Clinical and Pathological. Two

)excluding Easter separate courses. Fee £7 7s. each course. (Maximum
holidays. of 30 in each course).

Urology: March 19 and March 20. All Saints Hospital. Fee £1 1 Is. 6d.
M.R.C.P. (Neurology): March 21 to April 2. West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases.

Afternoons. Fee £3 0ls. (Maximum of 10).
Ophthalmology: March 28 to April 9. Royal Eye Hospital. Afternoons. Fee £1 ls.

M.R.C.P. (Tuberculosis): April 2. Preston Hall, Maidstone. All day. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Fee lOs. 6d. (Maximum of 8). If sufficient demand, demonstrations repeated
on April 9.

Fevers: April 2 and April 3. Park Hospital. Fee £1 ls. 6d.
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STANDING ARRANGEMENTS.

Anesthetics: Practical tuition for a fortnight or a month can be arranged. Limited to two
Post-Graduates at a time.

Ante-Natal Clinics: (For Women Post-Graduates only). East Islington Mothers and Babies
Welfare Centre. Tuesdays 10.30a.m. to 12.30p.m. Two Post-Graduates only
per clinic. Fee 5/- a time. Arrangements must be made in advance with the
Fellowship of Medicine.

Children's Diseases: The Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street. Three terms of ten
to twelve Weeks Instruction consists of out-patient work every morning in general
medicine and surgery, and in the special skin, ophthalmic, and ear, nose and throat
departments Ward Visits in the afternoons, and on Thursday a special lecture
from 2.0 to 3.0 p.m., followed by clinical pathology from 3.0 to 4.0 p.m. Fees:
One week, £1 lIs. 6d.; two weeks, £3 3s.; one month, £5 5s.; two months,
£7 17s. 6d.; three months or the full term, £10 10s. Special courses in Practical
Pathology, consisting of six demonstrations, fee £3 3s. Tickets and full informa-
tion may be obtained from the Fellowship of Medicine. (Open to non-Members).
Next term begins January, 10th.

cest: CLINICAL ASSISTANTSHIPS: Brompton Hospital. Tenable for 3 months; eligible
for re-appointment. Candidates (men or women) will be attached to an
In-Patient Physician and the corresponding Out-Patient Physician, to a Surgeon
and/or to a Member of the Staff in charge of any Special Dept. They will be
responsible for the performance of their duties to the Members of the Hon. Staff to
whom they are attached, and may be required to undertake any special work
which is considered desirable. Fees £5 5s. per 3 months or portion thereof. (Open
to non-Members).

ARTIFICIAL PNEUMO-THORAX COURSE. Brompton Hospital. A Practical Course of
twelve lessons, covering two to three weeks. Certificates will be given on
completion of Course. Fee £5 5s. Od. Limited to 3 per class. (Open to
non-Members).

Wellcome Museum of Medical Science: 183, Euston Road, N.W.1. Open daily 10.0 a.m. to
5.30 p.m. (Saturdays 10.0 to 12.30 p.m.) The whole range of medicine is set out
in this museum, illustrated by drawings, charts and specimens. A copy of the
guide-book and an introduction card may be obtained from the Fellowship
of Medicine.

Panel of Teachers: Details of the daily clinics may be obtained from the Fellowship of
Medicine. Fee 5/- per clinic.

Ships Surgeons: Residential facilities available between voyages for those serving, or who
have served, as Ship Surgeon to observe daily practice in wards and special
departments of "Dreadnought " Hospital, Greenwich. No fees, nominal charge
for board-residence. Apply the Secretary, Seamen's Hospital Society, Green-
wich, S.E.10.

A new and enlarged edition of the Guide Book, giving details of how to reach the various
London Hospitals by tube, tram, or 'bus can now be obtained from the Fellowship. Price 6d.
(Members and Associates, 3d.).
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Forthcoming Medical Books.
J. & A. CHURCHILL LTD.,
104, Gloucester Place, Portman Square,
London, W.1.

"A Short Textbook of Midwifery," by
G. F. Gibberd, M.S., F.R.C.S.,
M.C.O.G., Asst. Obstetric Surgeon to
Guy's Hospital. 540 pages; 190 illus-
trations. About 18/-.

"Essentials of Surgery," by Mr. C. F. W.
Illingworth, F.R.C.S. Ed. About 750
pages, about 300 illustrations and 8
plates. To be published early in
February.

Hawk & Bergeim's "Practical Physio-
logical Chemistry," 11th Edition. Price
35/-.

"Medical Bacteriology," by Dr. L. E. H.
Whitby. Third edition, completely
revised and enlarged, ready shortly.
With 79 illustrations. About 10/6.

HENRY KIMPTON,
263, High Holborn, London, W.C.1.

" Methods of Treatment," by Logan
Clendening, M.D. Special subjects by
H. C. Anderson, M.D.; Ursulla
Brunner, R.N.; J. B. Cowherd, M.D.;
Paul Gempel, M.D.; H. P. Kuhn, M.D.;
Carl O. Rickter, M.G.; F. C. Neff,
M.D.; E. H. Skinner, M.D.; E. R.
DeWeese, M.D.; and O. R. Withers,
M.D. Sixth edition. In one royal
octavo volume of 879 pages, with 103
illustrations. Cloth. Price 42/- net.

"A Diabetic Manual for the Mutual Use
of Doctor and Patient," by Elliott P.
Joslin, M.D. Sixth edition, thoroughly
revised. In one small octavo volume of
219 pages, with 48 engravings and a

coloured plate. Cloth. Price 10/6 net.

" The Management of Fractures, Disloca-
tions, and Sprains," by John Albert
Key, B.S., M.D., and H. Earle Conwell,
M.D., F.A.C.S. Second edition. In
one large octavo volume of 1,246 pages,
with 1,222 illustrations. Cloth. Price
52/6 net.

"Crippled Children." Their treatment
and Orthopaedic Nursing. By Earl D.
McBride, B.S., M.D., F.A.C.S. In
collaboration with Winifred R. Sink,
A.B., R.N. Second edition. In one
royal octavo volume of 379 pages with
195 illustrations. Cloth. Price 18/-
net.

"Essentials of Pharmacology, Materia
Medica, and Therapeutics for Medical
Students," by D. M. Macdonald, M.D.,
F.R.C.P. Eng. In one foolscap octavo
volume of 279 pages. Cloth. Price
7/6 net.

" A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the
Skin," by Oliver S. Ormsby, M.D.
Revision of the Histopathology and
Mycology by Clark Wylie Finnerud,
B.S., M.D. Fifth edition, enlarged and
thoroughly revised. In one royal
octavo volume of 1,334 pages, illus-
trated with 658 engravings and 3
coloured plates. Cloth. Price 52/6.
net.

"Atlas of Skeletal Maturation," by T.
Wingate Todd, M.B. Ch.B. Manc.,
F.R.C.S. Eng. In one demy quarto
volume. Cloth. Price 31/6 net.

H. K. LEWIS & CO. LTD.,
136 Gower Street, W.C.1.

"Artificial Fever." Produced by Physical
Means; its Development and Applica-
tion. By Clarence A. Neymann, A.B.,
M.D., F.R.S.M. Associate Professor of
Psychiatry at North Western University
Medical School. 294 pages, 68 illustra-
tions, 27/- net.
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Miscellaneous.
Ostocalcium Tablets. It has now been

found possible to improve both the flavour
and the friability of these

Glaxo .tablets, while at the same
Laboratories time substantially increasing
Ltd. their calcium content. 21 grains

of Calcium Phosphate have
been added to the original formula
(7j grains Calcium Sodium Lactate and
500 international units of vitamin D). Thus
each Ostocalcium Tablet now supplies
1½ grains (0.1 gramme) of metallic calcium;
an exceptionally high amount for this class
of.preparation. Despite the improvement
the prices of the Tablets remain unchanged.

Sulphanilamide Tablets G.L. We are now
in a position to supply Tablets of para-
aminobenzene-sulphonamide. The advan-
tages of this compound over the more
complex preparations require no emphasis

from us. For your information, however,
Sulphanilamide Tablets G.L. are available
in two sizes- gramme and i gramme.
Prices are available on request.

The Board of Management of St. John's
Hospital for Diseases of the Skin, 5, Lisle

Street, Leicester Square, W.C.2,
St. John's announces that the Saturday
Hospital. afternoon out-patient clinic will

be transferred to Saturday
morning from 9.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.
commencing May 7th, 1938.

In view of the fact that this hospital
receives patients from almost every part of
the British Isles medical practitioners are
asked to make a note of the transfer of
out-patient times.

LIST OF OVERSEAS MEMBERS OF THE FELLOWSHIP OF
MEDICINE AT PRESENT IN ENGLAND.

AUSTRALIA:
Dr. S. P. BELLMAINE, C/O Fellowship of Medicine.
Dr. P. F. R. BROWN, C/O Bank of Australasia, 17, Northumberland Avenue, W.C.2.
Dr. S. W. BRYAN, c/o Fellowship of Medicine.
Dr. LucY M. BRYCE, c/o E. S. & A. Bank, 5, Gracechurch Street, E.C.3.
Dr. W. S. CHARLTON, c/o E. S. & A. Bank Limited, 5, Gracechurch Street, E.C.3.
Dr. E. P. CONNOLLY, c/o A. M. P. Society, 73, King William Street, E.C.4.
Dr. F. R. COYNE, c/o Bank of New South Wales, 47, Berkeley Square, W.1.
Dr. DORA S. DAVIES, c/o E. S. & A. Bank, 5, Gracechurch Street, E.C.
Dr. R. B. DAvis, Princess Elizabeth of York Hospital, Shadwell, E.1.
Dr. CHARLES W. DUN, c/o Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, 18, Birchin

Lane, Lombard Street, E.C.
Dr. F. L. FIRKIN, c/o Bank of N.S.W., 29, Threadneedle Street, E.C.2.
Dr. G. I. HALLOWS, C/O Australia House, Strand, W.C.2.
Dr. W. G. HOLDSWORTH, London House, Caroline Place, W.C.1.
Dr. L. J. HORN, c/o Bank of New South Wales, 29, Threadneedle Street, E.C.
Dr. J. W. JOHNSTONE, C/O Australia House, Strand, W.C.2.
Dr. CLIFFORD JUNGER, C/O Bank of Adelaide, 11, Leadenhall Street, E.C.
Dr. A. R. K. KELLY, 81, St. George's Square, S.W.1.
Dr. J. F. LIPSCOMB, C/O Fellowship of Medicine.
Dr. E. F. MACKENZIE, C/O Bank of Australasia, 17, Northumberland Avenue, W.C.2.
Dr. P. J. McMAHON, c/o Bank of New South Wales, 47, Berkeley Square, W.1.
Dr. W. J. R. MABIN, London House, Caroline Place, W.C.1.
Dr. R. OFFICER, London House, Caroline Place, W.C.1.
Dr. H. M. REES, Jessop Hospital for Women, Sheffield, 3.
Dr. E. M. ROSEN, c/o Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Strand, W.C.2.
Dr. C. WALLACE Ross, Children's Hospital, Birmingham, 16.
Dr. M. S. SCHREIBER, C/O Bank of New South Wales, 47, Berkeley Square, W.1.
Dr. C. H. SELBY, C/O National Bank of Australasia, Australia House, Strand, W.C.2.
Dr. J. E. SEWELL, C/O Fellowship of Medicine.
Dr. J. SHERWOOD, 36, Blomfield Road, Maida Vale, W.9.
Dr. W. McL. SMITHERS, C/O Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Strand, W.C.2.
Dr. H. M. TRETHOWAN, London House, Caroline Place, W.C.1.
Dr. W. D. WALKER, C/O National Bank of Australasia, Australia House, Strand, W.C.2.
Dr. A. LESLIE WATSON, C/O Fellowship of Medicine.
Dr. J. H. YOUNKMAN, c/o Bank of Australasia, Northumberland Avenue, W.C.2.


