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THE PATHOLOGY OF
INTERNAL DISEASES.

2nd Edition. By WILLIAM BOYD, M.D.,
M.R.C.P. (Edin.). Henry Kimpton.
1935. Price 45/-.
It is impossible for the clinician to have

any clear idea of the diseases he is called
upon to treat without a knowledge of the
post-mortem appearances. This is just
the information which is presented in Dr.
Boyd's "The Pathology of Internal Dis-
eases," and the fact that a 2nd edition has
been so soon called for is not only a welcome
evidence that the value of such instruction
is appreciated but also proof of the suitable
manner in which it is presented.
The matter is admirably arranged. Each

organ or system of the body is taken up
seriatim with a description of the diseased
processes met with, of the appearances
(naked-eye and microscopic) of the lesions
formed and of the consequent disturbances
of function as well as an explanation of
the accompanying symptoms. There are,
in addition, numerous excellent illustra-
tions, a moderately full bibliography at the
end of each chapter and last but not least,
an unusually detailed index which ren-
ders the volume a ready book of reference.

THE EARLY DIAGNOSIS OF
MALIGNANT DISEASE.

By MALCOLM DONALDSON, F.R.C.S.,
STANFORD CADE, F.R.C.S., R. OGIER
WARD, F.R.C.S., and ARTHUR TUDOR
EDWARDS, F.R.C.S. Oxford University
Press. 1936. Price 8/6.
Within recent months there have appeared

other works on the same topic, but if the
multiplicity of volumes on the early diagnosis
of malignant disease will increase the
"cancer consciousness of the general prac-
titioner," as Mr. Cade remarks in his in-
troductory chapter, they will not have been
published in vain. Without doubt the real
lesson to be derived from the perusal of
such volumes is that the possibility of malig-
nant disease must ever be in the mind of
the doctor, and, whenever there is the least
uncertainty in the matter of diagnosis, it
is the duty of the doctor to see that all
measures at our disposal for settling the
question are used. Unfortunately as yet there
is no simple or single test for malignancy and
the diagnosis resolves itself into the tho-

rough and systematic examination of the
patient and if necessary an exploratory
operation or biopsy. Hence in this type of
book one does not find, as indeed could not
be expected, any information not supplied
in current text-books of medicine and sur-
gery. Nevertheless in this particular
volume much good advice will be found on
the carrying out of the thorough examina-
tion for the different regions of the body.
And that the labour entailed is well repaid,
apart altogether from the fact that it is by
surgical intervention that any benefit can
accrue, is revealed by the various authors
in their analyses of the clinical material
when the mischief is discovered early.

POST-GRADUATE SURGERY
Vol. II.

Edited by RODNEY MAINGOT, F.R.C.S.
Medical Publications. 1936. Price 70s.
This second volume, like its predecessor,

can be recommended to all doctors called
upon to perform operations. Many excel-
lent chapters and much sound advice are
to be found in its pages. A very large
proportion of the book is devoted to the
female pelvis, and the operations per-
formed by the gynaecologist are fully illus-
trated and described. However, no men-
tion is made of Caesarian section, an
operation the reader might be called upon
to perform.

The section on orthopadics has some
carelessly drawn diagrams. On page
3364 there is a diagram of a knee joint as
seen from the medial side. The fibula is
shown articulating with the tibia, and the
internal collateral ligament is drawn run-
ning downwards and forwards to be inser-
ted into the tibia in the region of the
tubercle, an anatomical anachronism. Simi-
lar mistakes with regard to the position of
the fibula are present in figs. 1908 and
1914. These, however, are minor errors in
chapters which make delightful reading.
Anatomical inaccuracies in the diagrams,
particularly in an orthopaedic section, do jar
on the reader, and fig. 1900, showing the
extensor longus pollicis curving laterally
round Lister's tubercle, should have the
broad groove for the extensor communis
digitorum on its medial, and not on its
lateral side. This is another error which
might be rectified in a subsequent edition.
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