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epilepsy) unless there is evidence of pressure from a sub-dural haematoma." Now
the difference between a chronic sub-dural haematoma and a traumatic meningeal
cyst is mainly one of terminology.

A closer examination of the clinical data renders the possibility of a sub-dural
haematoma (or cyst) rather remote. The absence of headache and of progressive
mental deterioration argues forcibly against this diagnosis. Manometric evidence
of raised intracranial pressure is much more in favour of tumour. Areas of cal-
cification within the parietal lobe suggest overwhelmingly a tumour, and here
radiological appearances of a calcified sub-dural haematoma (judging by the two
cases recorded in the literature) are unmistakeable.

Actually the patient the subject of the case-report proved at operation to have a
large astrocytoma within the substance of the parietal lobe.

REVIEWS.
CLINICAL INVESTIGATION OF
CARDIOVASCULAR FUNCTION.
By V. PACHON and R. FABRE, transl. by
J. E. HALLS DALLY. London, 1934. Kegan
Paul Trench, Trubner & Co., pp. 252.
15s. net. A Volume in the Anglo-French

Library.
This book written by two well-known

French professors of physiology seeks to
replace the subjective factor of clinical
investigation of cardio-vascular function by
objective and instrumental observation.
The matter dealt with is divided into two

parts under the headings " Cardiac and
Vascular Investigation". Half of the
first part-equivalent to about one-fifth of
the book, is taken up by a good descrip-
tion of cardiography in the left lateral
recumbent posture. The reading of the
cardiograms in the hands of those competent
to interpret them, yields valuable indica-
tions for the diagnosis of arrhythmias.
Only 24 pages are given to the discussion
on electrocardiography. Jugular phlebo-
graphy, which is briefly described, is not
often used in England. Radiography,
which we consider of great value in diag-
nosis, prognosis, and in following the course
in cases of disease of the cardiovascular
system, is shortly treated. From the
description, it seems that the authors have
no great personal experience of this subject.
The second part of the book deals with

clinical investigation of vascular function,
arterial and venous pressures, the pulse

and arterial pulsation, elasticity, vaso-
motor phenomena, and blood viscosity.
Of the three methods (palpatory, ausculta-
tory and oscillatory) of determining arterial
pressure in man, the authors assert that
oscillometry is the method of choice. The
chapters on oscillometry and oscillography
which, according to the authors, are speci-
fic in the investigation of arteries, are most
interesting. Oscillometry is used as a

sphygmomanometric method and also as
one of arterial investigation for the study
of the pulse, the cardiac impulse, arterial
permeability and vasomotor reactions. By
means of oscillography, the diagnosis of
pulsus alternans and bigeminus, ventricular
extrasystoles, etc. can be made. Further
investigations are necessary to confirm the
findings of several French authors on this
subject. Venous functional investigation
and viscosity of the blood are shortly des-
cribed. The various functional tests
mentioned did not include those of physical
exercise and gymnastics, though these are
very valuable. A more detailed account of
the influence of psychical activity of
emotions on the blood pressure is desirable.
The absence of bibliography and index is
most inconvenient.

The translator has done his work well.
He himself is an author of well-known
books on blood pressure, but he has not
added any remarks or explanations. Their
inclusion would make this well illustrated
volume more interesting. In spite of some

faults, it is a useful book which can be

by copyright.
 on M

ay 23, 2023 by guest. P
rotected

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.10.108.376 on 1 O

ctober 1934. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/


October, 1934 MISCELLANEOUS 377

recommended to those interested in dis-
eases of the circulatory system. There is
much in the book which is informative and
stimulating and it should be specially in-
teresting to doctors who desire a summary
of work done, but are unable to read the
original papers.

THE PREVENTIVE ASPECT
OF MEDICINE.

A series of Lectures delivered at King's
College Hospital Medical School. London.
The Lancet, Ltd. 1934. Price 10/6 net.

This reprint in book form is a valuable
work and should be read by all practitioners
of medicine. Of the twenty-five essays,

the great majority are first-rate. The
subject is stated with great clearness, the
difficulties squarely faced, and solutions
positively outlined and limitations detailed.
The total result is a most stimulating
feast of applied medicine, full of interest-
ing information and sidelights, and many
important pronouncements. The promoters
are to be congratulated on their achieve-
ment, and their scheme would bear
imitation in other schools. The subjects
dealt with include Maternal Mortality,
Disease in Infancy, the Pre-school child,
the School child, Diet and Dietaries, Vita-
mins and Inorganic Salts, Milk, Diseases
conveyed by Food, Occupational Diseases,
Venereal Diseases, Mental Disorder, Im-
munisation, etc.

Miscellaneous.
This Section deals with New Drugs, Pieparations, Surgical Instruments, etc. The descrip-
tion of each article is supplied by the Producer. Particulars regarding insertions, which
are free of cost, may be obtained from the Business Manager, Fellowship of Medicine and

Post-Graduate Journal, 553, Grand Buildings, W.C.2.

53, Lexham Gardens, Cromwell Road,
Kensington, is recommended to post-

graduates contemplating a

A well stay in London. It is a small
run household, well run and per-

house. sonally . supervised by Miss
Maud Bigsby and her sister.

All guests receive individual attention and
their needs are looked after in every way.
Comfortable and quiet quarters are assured,
and there is central heating in the living
rooms and hall. A feature of the double
rooms is that they are both large and well
furnished-and it is interesting to note that
the house is conveniently situated for most
of the hospitals.

An important booklet, well illustrated
with pictures in colour and with diagrams

has been issued recently by
'HepolP Allen & Hanburys in connec-
Liver tion with their HEPOL Liver

Products. products. The action of
fresh liver or its equivalent in

cases of pernicious anemia, spinal and
other conditions is described. It is also
claimed that clinical work has demonstrated

that the intravenous or intramuscular use
of liver extract has important advantages
some of which are rapid response, ease of
administration to critically ill patients, and
economy.

BISMOSTAB is a sterile 20% suspension of
very finely divided Bismuth Metal in iso-

tonic glucose solution, sup-
A Boots plied in rubber capped vials

Preparation. ready for use.

In a profusely illustrated
booklet of forty-two pages Boots Pure Drug
Co. provide ample evidence in support of
their statement that the use of BISMOSTAB
ensures:

Freedom from pain; immediate or

delayed.
A continuous and steady absorption of

the metal between the injections.
Maximum therapeutic results.
Minimum of intolerance.

It is recommended in all cases where
bismuth is indicated in the treatment of
syphilis, neuro-syphilis and yaws.
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