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REPORT OF AFFILIATED SOCIETY.
The St. John's Hospital Dermatological Society (incorporating The London Dermatological

Society).

A MEETING of the Society was held on Wednesday, April 25th, at 4.1I5 p.m. at
the St. John's Hospital.

Dr. J. M. H. MacLeod, the President, was in the Chair.
Clinical cases were shown as follows:

Dr. Wigley.
Case of a woman with an eruption of six weeks' duration on the palms, at

the base of the nails, and on the knee. History of several recurrent eruptions
during the last six years. The lesions on the hands resembled those of acroderma-
titis perstans, on the knee those of psoriasis. The case was an interesting connecting
link between the two conditions.
Dr. Goldsmith.

(I) Raynaud's Disease in a man aged 40 years. There was ulceration of each
helix, the hands were moderately blue and cold. The duration was four years,
and there was a history of enlarged glands in the neck as a child. Tuberculin test,
I/IO,OOO intradermal was positive. The Wassermann reaction was negative.

(2) Keratosis palmaris et plantaris of three months' duration in a girl aged
I6 years. Keratosis follicularis rubra was present on the legs and thighs. The
Wassermann reaction was negative, no fungus had been found, and there was no
evidence of hypothyroidism. The President considered the condition was of an
allergic nature with an eczematoid reaction. The mother said the condition was
influenced by the diet.

(3) ? Moniliasis in a girl aged I years. There was dryness and scaling of
parts of the scalp, redness, dryness and scaling of the flexures of the elbow, wrists,
backs of hands and radial half of palms. There were fissures at the angle of the
mouth. The Wassermann reaction and examination for fungus were negative.

A paper was then read on Industrial Dermatitis by Dr. Sibyl Horner, which
is to be published elsewhere.

REVIEWS.
CLINICAL CONTRACEPTION

GLADYS COX, M.B., B.S.
WVm. Heinemann Ltd. Price 7/6.

There has been a tendency in the past to
regard books and articles on contraception
as semi-pornographic literature and the
medical profession has maintained an
apathetic attitude toward the subject.
During the past few years medical prac-

titioners have found it necessary to take

more active interest, and some knowledge
of the subject is essential to meet the grow-
ing demands of the general public.

This book has been written to supply a
technical resume of the subject for medical
men. All known contraceptive methods
and proprietary articles with their physical
and chemical activities are impartially des-
cribed. The possibilities of failure and the
essentials for success are fully explained.
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Dr. Cox has had considerable practical
experience in the subject, and gives much
useful advice for patients, both male and
female. The chapter devoted to the Physi-
ology of Reproduction is well worth reading
and is most instructive.

Lord Horder has written an introduction
to the book in which he states:-"A book
which waives argument and gets down to
the clinical practice of Contraception is wel-
come." This is undoubtedly true, and fur-
ther, the book should be considered as
a necessary text book in the libtary of a
modern practitioner.

There are many illustrations which will be
readily understood by qualified persons, but
they will convey little information to the
lay mind.

PINK DISEASE
(Infantile Acrodynia).

By CH. ROCAZ.

Translated by Ian Jeffries Wood.

Martin Hopkinson, Ltd.

London, 1933. Price 7/6 net.

Pink disease is almost certainly not a new
disease, but one which has had a much
greater prevalence in recent years. Roughly
since 1914, the condition has been recog-
nised in nearly every civilised country in
the world, but the views expressed in regard
to its pathogenesis, morbid anatomy, and
treatment have been both numerous and
conflicting. Dr. Rocaz's excellent mono-
graph fills a definite need in supplying a
comprehensive survey of the records, along
with many valuable personal observations.
He supports the view that pink disease is
an inflammation of the nervous system by
a neurotropic virus. Preceding the appear-
ance of the typical neuro-cutaneous features,
an early pyrexia and increase of cells, lym-
phocytes, in the cerebrospinal fluid has been
observed in several cases. The opposing
theory of some dietetic deficiency on care-
ful scrutiny is more difficult to uphold.
Studies of the morbid anatomy have been
far from uniform in their results, and fur-
ther investigations will be required. One
can state, however, that the absence of
histological abnormality in some cases does
not necessarily preclude a neurotropic virus

as a cause, as, for example in peripheral
neuritis, function may have been profound-
ly disturbed without degenerative neural
changes being visible. This argument
would hold good especially in such cases as
succumb early through broncho-pneumonia
or some other secondary infection.

Clinically three types of pink disease are
described, the classical neuro-cutaneous
form, the nervous form with itching and
psychical disturbance but with little or no
skin changes, and the abortive form with
psychical changes only.

Although so many forms of treatment
have been advocated for pink disease, very
wisely only a short chapter is devoted to
this aspect, as treatment must necessarily be
largely experimental and palliative until
more is known about the cause.

Dr. Jeffries Wood is to be congratulated
on the lucid style of his translation, and
the publishers on the form, clearness of
type, and excellent reproductions of photo-
graphs.

DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT
OF DIABETES MELLITUS.

By 0. LEYTON, M.D., D.Sc., F.R.C.P.

5th Edition, 1934. Price 6/6d.
Adlard & Son, Ltd., London.

The fact that this book has reached the
fifth edition during a period of sixteen years
is ample proof that it meets a real demand.
The book contains a perfect wealth of
personal observation on this disease and
details the line of attack of the author in
the diagnosis and treatment of diabetes.
Dr. Leyton is, as is well known, a believer
in the carbohydrate-rich diet, guarded, of
course, by adequate insulin, and from the
clinical histories supplied this line of treat-
ment would seem to be justified. We feel,
however, that he is somewhat optimistic re-
garding the proportion of real examples of
the disease which undergo cure-even taking
his acceptation of the term recovery. Surely
an individual who can only deal with 300
grams. of carbohydrate daily cannot be call-
ed a complete cure.
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