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REVIEWS.

OTOSCLEROSIS.
With Special Reference to AMtiology

and Treatment.
By MACLEOD YEARSLEY, F.R.C.S.

John Bale, Sons & Danielsson, Ltd.
Price, 8/-.

The Otoscierosis problem is the most
interesting, as also the most elusive, which
the otologist has to face. Mr. MacLeod
Yearsley in his presentation of the subject
pays particular attention to its etiology
and treatment, but refers to other aspects
of the problem as well. After a brief
historical introduction, the author describes
the onset and progress of the disease and
then passes on to a review of the patho-
logical anatomy. He emphasises the fact
that most investigators have now given
up the view that the pathological changes
are inflammatory in character. The rela-
tionship of the pathological changes to
endocrine disturbances is referred to, and
although it is quite probable that some
such relationship exists, the evidence in
support of this view is very meagre. The
author very rightly points out that the
attention of the pathologist has been con-
centrated too much upon the changes in
the bony capsule of the labyrinth, but he
makes no reference to the changes in the
cochlear nerve described by Gray, nor does
he mention the important work by Will-
maack on the stagnation of blood in the
veins in the bone.

The chapter on symptoms is well written
and the significant fact that vertigo is
rarely present in otosclerosis is emphasised.
In discussing the subject of paracusis
Willisii no mention is made of the crossed
paracusis described by Somerville
Hastings. This is unfortunate, for
Hastings' observation disposes of the
theory that paracusis Willisii is due to the
loss of low tones in otoscierosis, or that
it is more apparent than real.

ffi

In regard to the etiology of otosclerosis
the author attributes a real importance to
absorption of toxins from the alimentary
canal. Few otologists would allow that
such a prominent part is played by these

toxins, though most would admit that in
a certain percentage of cases it is one of
the factors in the causation of the disease.

The author's method of treatment con-
sists essentially in preventing so far as
possible the absorption of toxins from the
bowel, and for local treatment the electro-
phonoide of Zund-Burguet. In the opinion.
of very many otologists little or no benefit
is derived from the latter. The author
condemns operative procedures upon the
labyrinth for the relief of otosclerosis and
in this respect he will be supported by the
majority of his colleagues.

HUMAN EMBRYOLOGY AND
MORPHOLOGY.

SIR ARTHUR KEITH. 5th Edition.

We welcome the fifth edition of this well
known book which has been brought up to
date. Since the last impression appeared in
1923 our knowledge of embryology has great-
ly increased and our methods of research
have been improved so that now there is es-
tablished the science of Experimental Embry-
ology.

It is not surprising that this edition is
larger than its predecessor-there are 67
more pages and two new chapters. The new
chapters deal with Physiological and Patho-
logical Embryology and Organs of Digestion.
In the former chapter the author calls atten-
tion to the important work of Spemann and
Mangold leading up to the discovery that
embryological processes are controlled by sub-
stances of the same nature as hormones.
Pathological states such as Transposition of
Viscera and Duplication and Atrophy of
Parts are discussed. The new chapter on
Organs of Digestion deals with the deriva-
tives of the Mid- and Hind-Gut.

In connection with the development of the
pharynx we are glad to note that the author
has discarded the branchial nomenclature in
favour of "visceral" or "pharyngeal". We
regret that the old teaching regarding
the development of the cervical sinus is re-
tained in view of J. E. Frazer's careful inves-
tigations of the embryology of this region.
However, the author has wisely introduced
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a brief account of Frazer's work. Regard-
ing the condition of oesophago-tracheal fistula
the theory that it is due to malformation of
the cesophago-tracheal septum is still put for-
ward in spite of the inadequacy of the ex-
planation.
At the end of each chapter under "Notes"

are references to important recent papers
bearing on the subject matter; these are most
valuable. The illustrations are numerous and
are very clear and well annotated-a fact
which is appreciated by students of embry-
ology. The book has a distinct clinical
flavour, the author having written "for men
who are to be practical physicians and sur-
geons". The book is valuable to the busy
doctor who strives to keep an academic in-
terest in his work and to the student who
seeks a sound practical knowledge of Em-
bryology which will help him in his clinical
studies.
We commend this book and note that it

comes to us from the Buckston Browne Re-
search Farm.

A SYSTEM OF CLINICAL
MEDICINE.

THOMAS DIXON SAVILL, M.D. (London).
(9th Edition). Edward Arnold. Price 28/-.

Savill's System of Clinical Medicine has
reached its 9th edition - a noteworthy
achievement-and the present publication is
edited by Dr. Agnes Savill, assisted by Dr.
E. C. Warner. The work describes diag-
nosis, prognosis and treatment, particular
emphasis being paid to differential diag-
nosis.
When the late Dr. Thomas Savill wrote

his System, diagnosis was based largely
upon clinical experience, and present-day
students of medicine, both under-graduate
and post-graduate, will profit greatly from
a careful study of those clinical methods of
diagnosis so fully described in this book. As
later editions proved the need of such a
book, so laboratory and other aids to diag-
nosis have become more important and
useful and the present edition contains a full
account of these methods. Thus, one of the
chief recommendations of this work is a
happy combination of clinical and laboratory
methods in diagnosis. The sections on
treatment are brief but concise and very

helpful. Dr. Agnes Savill in the present
edition has been fortunate in obtaining the
collaboration of a number of authorities in-
cluding Drs. Maurice Davidson, Hamilton
Fairley, Strickland Goodall and Redvers
Ironside. Together, they have produced a
book full of the most practical information
and we strongly recommend it to our
readers.

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
STUDY OF THE NERVOUS

SYSTEM.
E. E. HEWER AND G. M. SANDES.

London: Heinemann 1933. Price 21/-.
The Post-graduate student wishing to

devote some time to neurology-whether or
not for the purpose of examinations-is
usually exercised in the choice of a suitable
guide to the anatomy and physiology of the
nervous system. It may be stated at once
that no one book to-day can be recommended
as adequate in presenting a modern and con-
cise account of nervous structure and
function, possessing at the same time a
clinical bias. In the circumstances the
student has to do his best with such books
as are available. The recent 2nd edition of
Hewer and Sandes' "Introduction to the
Study of the Nervous System" will impress
itself favourably. The reading matter is
terse and to the point; the diagrams excel-
lent in their clarity and simplicity-illustra-
ting incidentally the invasion of New Art
conceptions into the realm of medicine !
Obviously it is not impossible to criticize
some of the views expressed on such a
rapidly evolving subject as neurology. Here
and there we find statements of theory and
opinion which have been solemnly passed
on from book to book until they have formed
almost a tradition. Many of such view
points have become a little threadbare with
time. So long however as examiners,
browsing on memories of the Past, continue
to expect the regulation "penny in the slot"
answer to the traditional question, students
will be compelled to demand traditional
doctrine in their text books. As things
stand to-day the student cannot dco better
than choose Hewer and Sandes' "Introduc-
tion, " and if he can absorb all that the
authors present, he will go a very long way
towards an understanding of neurological
anatomy.
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