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Editorial.
As we look back upon the events of the year which is so nearly drawing to its close, we
cannot but feel that there have been many achievements upon which the Fellowship of
Medicine may not unreasonably congratulate itself. Not the least of these is its growing
popularity with the rank and file of the profession, as well as the certain knowledge that
its efforts in various directions have been meeting, in a really practical way, the increasing
needs of busy post-graduates. Of this we have abundant evidence, not only in the
increase in our membership, but also in the tribute paid, both by word of mouth and by
letters, to the value of the different courses of instruction and to the general organization
which the Fellowship supplies.

In the life of any growing institution the stimulus which results from competition is

as desirable as it is inevitable, and it is with feelings of healthy interest that we read the

leading article in the British Medical Journal of October i on the subject of the proposed
post-graduate medical school in connection with the Hammersmith Hospital, for which,
as we understand, a Government grant has already been voted in the House of
Commons.

In forming our Editorial judgment upon the somewhat delayed activities of the

governing body of the future school (on which, be it whispered, the Fellowship of
Medicine is not represented), we note the encouragement adroitly offered in the columns
of our contemporary, as well as the dismay expressed therein at the current rumours to

the effect that the scheme is in danger of indefinite postponement. While we, as outsiders,
appreciate the concern displayed by the Editor of the British MedicalJournal, we do not

fail to observe that the jeopardy of the scheme is a feature the reality of which he makes
no attempt to deny. In view of the wide circulation enjoyed by the British Medical

Journal, and of the fair comments on a matter of public interest which the appearance
of such an article is likely to provoke, we feel that a few homely criticisms from our own

standpoint will not be entirely inopportune.
There is no doubt that the absence, up to the present time, of an adequate pied a

terre for the centralization of lectures and demonstrations has constituted one of the
main disadvantages of English post-graduate organization, as compared with that of
Continental and American teaching centres. The Fellowship of Medicine has always
been cognizant of this defect, and not a little of its recent success and popularity may be
attributed to its determination to make up, so far as it can, by its personal attention to

the needs of individual members, for the obvious gaps in a system which has to deal
with units scattered widely all over the Metropolis. We can in all fairness do no

less than admit our limitations. When, however, we ponder over the encomium
lavished by our contemporary upon the Government scheme, we must confess to certain

misgivings.
"No alternative method," we are told, "offers the same prospects of success or

shows such freedom from difficulties. It avoids almost entirely the jealousies which
other methods could certainly provoke, it offers wider opportunities of service than any
scheme under narrower auspices could afford (our italics). . .. If the recent rumours

of its possible abandonment or indefinite postponement have any substance behind

them, the time has come to make it quite clear that in the opinion of the medical

profession at any rate . . . this would be disastrous."
We do not think we shall be guilty of uncharitableness if we suggest that all this is
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begging the question. To anyone experienced in committee work the vision of a large
governing body, composed of individuals representing all sorts of vested interests, many
of them opposing interests, does not inspire a sanguine expectation of uninterrupted
progress unalloyed by those petty jealousies which in these days have come to be regarded,
and not without reason, as an almost integral feature of all political activity. It is further
hinted that the much-needed reforrnt of the medical curriculum must eventually take the
shape of the compulsory imposition of a period of organized post-graduate study. While
we are second to no one in our demand for simplification, on practical lines, of the
training of the undergraduate, we must confess that the prospect of the submission of our
students to an inevitable scheme of bureaucratic control, such as is implied in the above
suggestion, is one which makes no appeal to us. As a step in the direction of that State
Medical Service which is dangled before the practitioner by the politically minded in the
profession, even as the carrot before the overworked and patient ass, it may afford
satisfaction to some of those who hold, or think they hold, the reins. For our part, though
we disclaim kinship with the aforesaid patient animal, we do net like carrots!

The crux of the matter is that in the Government scheme those responsible seem to
us to be putting the cart before the horse. A considerable sum of money has been
voted, and this before any fixed plan has been agreed upon, firstly as to the personnel
of the teachers and secondly as to the scope of the post-graduate. To any competent
Board of Directors, about to inaugurate a sound business scheme, such an order of things
would appear surely to be a reversal of all recognized business principles. We are not
privileged to know the arcana of the governing body, and it may possibly be that our
estimate of what they are going to produce in the way of dividends, so to speak, is a
little premature. Nevertheless, as old hands in the business of catering for the medical
post-graduate, we are more than inclined to look upon this particular Board of Directors
with a wary eye, and to regard their venture as one which must be classed among the
highlv speculative investments. To complete the metaphor, we would advise our own
clients to buy in the gilt-edged market provided by the Fellowship. The yield may
appear a little less alluring, but it possesses at any rate the merit of greater security.

Through lack of space we regret that the third of the series of Lieut.-Col. Elliot's
articles has been unavoidably held over till the December issue.

General Post-Graduate News.
IT should be noted that Courses arranged by the Fellowship of Medicine are open only
to Members unless otherwise stated. A copy of each detailed syllabus is sent to every
Member and Associate.

To ensure admission or to avoid cancellation of the Courses application must be made
by the date given on each syllabus.

M.R.C.P. Evening Course: November 7 to December 2.-Clinical and Pathological Evenings
at the National Temperance Hospital on Mondays and Fridays at 8 p.m. (Limited.),

Neurology: October 31 to November 26.-West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases.-Daily
5 p.m. Fee [2 2s. (Minimum of 10.)

Ophthalmology: October 31 to November 19.-Royal Westminster Ophthalmnic Hostital.
Afternoons. Fee [4 4s.
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