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internal medicine, obstetrics and gynaecology, paediatrics,
psychiatry and surgery. On the whole, the papers are
discriminatingly and sensibly selected and the reviewers
have succeeded in summarizing them in simple language.
Tables and figures are frequently appended to allow the
reader a more careful look at the details and to highlight
important conclusions. Each paper carries an editorial
comment often of a critical nature, though some of the
comments in the internal medicine section tended to be
personalized and anecdotal. By contrast those in the
surgical section were splendid overviews and sometimes
were as long as the original summary! Snippets of
hopefully useful, but entirely unrelated, information are
scattered throughout the text and are labelled as 'pearls of
wisdom'. These are undocumented and whether they are
sufficiently memorable as to be helpful is questionable.
Who will read this little book? It has a relaxed, almost

Readers' Digest style and might be slipped into the
cabin-bag of a conscientious resident or chief hoping to
catch up with his or her reading on a long flight on
vacation. Certainly, in the current jargon, it provides a
useful and agreeable 'learning resource exercise' which
offers a selection of the year's medical literature in an
easily assimilated form. It is a good deal less stodgy than
many annual reviews, but I still wish this book matched
up to its title.

P.J. Toghill
Department of Medicine,
Queen's Medical Centre,
Nottingham NG7 2UH.

Surgical Pathophysiology, edited by Ansgar 0. Aasen and
Bo Risberg. Pp. xiii + 452, illustrated. Harwood
Academic Publishers, New York, 1990. Hardback, price
not given.

The rapid growth of surgery in the last couple of decades
has seen the development of treatment for entirely new

groups of patients. Victims of end-stage renal, hepatic
and cardiac disease are now successful recipients oforgan
transplants, which may indeed be multiple. Patients who
have received what, until recently, would have been
regarded as irreparable trauma are returned to full health.
Major vascular and cancer surgical operations are now
everyday procedures. This growth has been followed by
extensive development in surgical and anaesthetic inten-
sive care and an important part of the provision of
optimal treatment for these large groups of patients is a
deep knowledge of the mechanisms responsible for the
development of their illness and its accompanying pre-
and post-operative physiological and pathological
mechanisms.

This interesting new volume is intended to provide
authoritative information on major aspects of surgical
pathophysiology. Its two editors are themselves distin-
guished surgeons and they have chosen a team of28 other
contributors from departments of surgery, oncology and
anaesthesia from major centres in Scandinavia.
The book is divided into two sections. The first deals

with general aspects, such as the metabolic and
immunological aspects oftrauma, thromboembolic prob-
lems and prognosis in surgical septicaemia. The second
part deals with specific topics in organ failure, for
example, radiation injury of the small intestine and
ARDS.
The text is detailed, closely reasoned and authoritative.

Each of the 24 chapters is provided with an extensive and
up-to-date bibliography. It is a book that will certainly be
ofvalue for surgeons in training preparing for their higher
examinations but it will also prove to be a valuable source
book for senior clinicians.

Professor Harold Ellis
Department of Anatomy,
University of Cambridge,

Downing Street,
Cambridge CB2 3D Y.
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Acute Myocardial Infartion, edited by David McCall.
Pp. 213. Churchill Livingstone, New York, Edinburgh,
London, Melbourne, Tokyo, 1992. Hardback, £22.50.

Advances in Pineal Research, edited by A. Foldes and R.J.
Reiter. Pp. viii + 286, illustrated. John Libbey, London,
Paris, Rome, 1991. Hardback £32.50.

Advice for House Surgeons, C.D. Johnston. Pp. vi + 52,
not illustrated. Beaconsfield, England, 1992. Paperback,
£4.50 from bookshops, £4.95 post-paid.

An Aid to Paediatric Surgery, 2nd edition, edited by R.A.
MacMahon. Pp. 267, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone,
Melbourne, Edinburgh, London, New York, Tokyo,
1991. Paperback, £L15.95.

The Anatomy of the Human Skeleton, Eric E. Denman.
Pp. xxi + 231, not illustrated. Churchill Livingstone,
Edinburgh, London, Madrid, Melbourne, New York,
Tokyo, 1992. Paperback, £14.95.

Atherosclerosis Prevention: Identification and Treatment
of the Child with High Cholesterol, edited by Marc S.
Jacobson. Pp. xi + 164, illustrated. Harwood Academic
Publishers, Chur, Reading, Paris, Philadelphia, Tokyo,
Melbourne, 1991. Hardback, £17.0, $30.00.

Atlas of Suction Assisted Lipectomy Inbody Contouring,
edited by Frederick M. Grazer. Pp. xiii + 410, illustrated.
Churchill Livingstone, New York, Edinburgh, London,
Melbourne, Tokyo, 1991. Hardback, £125.
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