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Emergency Plastic Surgery, edited by Richard J. Greco.
Pp. 450, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh,
London, 1991. Spiralbound £40.00.

Emergency Plastic Surgery, edited by Dr R.J. Greco, is a
multi-author book in the American style. It purports to be
a concise and practical guide giving fast access to
information that might be needed for emergency plastic
surgery care in the first 24 hours. It claims to being aimed
at not only plastic surgeons and residents but also
emergency medical physicians.

It is a soft-covered spiral bound book, which is not to
my personal liking since they always seem to become
'dog-eared'. It is divided into chapters on skin and soft
tissue, the hand and upper extremity, maxillo-facial
trauma, lower extremity trauma and finally a chapter on
general information covering topics such as haemostasis
and anaesthesia. The basic layout of the book and
reference to specific subjects is easy to follow.

I thought that the section on the acute care of burn
management was too short and contained too little detail
to cover an important topic of emergency plastic surgery
care adequately. Only 14 pages of the book are devoted to
burns care management as opposed to 223 pages on the
upper limb. Accepting that upper limb trauma accounts
for a high proportion of plastic surgical emergencies. I
nevertheless thought the book heavily biased towards
limb trauma. This was however well detailed and a useful
and practical guide to management ofupper limb injuries.
Lower limb trauma is dealt with in less detail. In my

particular area of interest, the fasciocutaneous flap is
hardly mentioned which in my opinion is an important
omission.
Most of the illustrations in the book have been taken

from other publications with permission but, where the
illustrations were not taken from elsewhere, I thought
that the quality was noticeably poorer, particularly in the
hand section with some of the anatomical drawings being
less than accurate.
As with all specialist books one has to weigh up the

benefits of this book against some of the more standard
plastic surgical texts in which emergency plastic surgery is
covered. On balance, I thought that this was a useful book
and one which would provide an easy reference guide to
those working in accident departments and particularly
those with an interest in plastic surgery. It should not,
however, be regarded as a 'do it yourself' manual for the
uninitiated plastic surgeon but rather as a book to help
those with a basic plastic surgical knowledge. It is
reasonably priced at £40.00.

B.G.H. Lamberty
Addenbrooke's Hospital,

Cambridge CB2 2QQ.

Examining Doctors - Medicine in the 1990s, Donald
Gould. Pp. x + 148. 1991. Faber and Faber, London,
Boston, 1991. Hardback £12.99.

This is a disturbing book as no doubt the author intended
that it should be. Dr Gould believes that there is a general
impression that doctors are still engaged in a conspiracy
against the laity. He therefore tried to examine the role of

doctors in society by talking individually with medical
students, junior hospital doctors, consultants, general
practitioners, the president of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England, the president of the General
Medical Council, the chairman ofthe Patients' Association
and lay administrators. He asked their views on the
training of doctors, the regulation of the medical
profession and its relationship with patients and with its
monopoly employer - the National Health Service.

In the light of their response, Dr Gould laments the
undue emphasis on high academic attainment in the
selection of medical students and believes that the
undergraduate curriculum is inappropriate in most
medical schools with the exception ofthe newer schools at
Leicester, Nottingham and Southampton, where
innovative curricula have been introduced.
He is concerned about the large proportion of

resources being spent on high-tech medicine, with more
emphasis on curing than caring, and finds that many
patients still complain that their doctors are poor
communicators. He found support for the view that
patients should be regarded as customers or clients in
recognition of an autonomous rather than subservient
status.
He refers to the unsatisfactory hospital career structure

with fully trained doctors waiting too long for consultant
posts and quotes a report suggesting that nearly halfof all
medical graduates of five years standing wished they had
not gone into medicine.
He believes that most applicants for medical school are

inspired by the wish to help people and hopes that if the
undergraduate curriculum can be modified to produce
not just competent technicians, but informed and
understanding members of society, fewer may become
disillusioned.

All medical schools are in fact striving to achieve this
aim, but whatever the merits of the holistic approach to
medicine may be, all of us are likely to be glad of the
benefits of modern medical science even though we may
ultimately seek only tender loving care.
Dr Gould has certainly addressed some important

questions, many of which defy an easy answer.

John Lister
'Farm End', Bunken Road,

Beaconsfield,
Buckinghamshire HP9 1PB.

The Medical Interview: The Three-Function Approach,
Steven A. Cohen-Cole. Pp. xvii + 197. Mosby Year
Book, St Louis, Wolfe Publishing, London, 1991.
Paperback £15.00.

Within this compact volume is a complete guide on how
to interview patients. Although primarily intended for
medical students it is an invaluable aid for anyone
teaching clinical skills, and a reminder about our own
interviewing techniques.

Everything is included, from the feelings of students
around their first encounters with patients to specific
strategies for dealing with 'difficult' patients.
There is a detailed breakdown of how to conduct the

'perfect' interview. The book is well set out with a helpful
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