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and the degree to which the editors have selected contri-
butions without too many diversions from the main
theme. Chapters on ethics and cuts (actually 'Retrench-
ment and Values in a Health Organisation') and on
Hungarian Health Care are particularly topical and
relevant. Sadly it takes the Hungarian contributor to
point out that health slogans are empty words when
billions are starving, millions face death from starvation,
while power and energy are wasted on weaponry. At this
point some of the debate seems self-indulgent. The
weakness of the book's structure and content is its lack of
depth. There is a re-run of familiar themes such as the
definition of health, the idea of 'need' as a value (not a
fact) or QALYs (quality adjusted life years) but this is not
the book you would choose to study these issues.
Surprisingly there is no exploration ofdistributive justice,
or indeed ofjustice as a value at all, except in so far as it is
subsumed under 'social autonomy'. Even in a collection
that does not aim to be comprehensive this is a strange
omission. The structure and content of this book have
much of interest but are undermined by the poor literary
style. Take this example: 'The moral principle prescribing
responsibility for the weaknesses of others is to be
explained by reference to the basic constraint of human
communal life.' The meaning is actually simple and
requires no technical jargon: it is rendered almost incom-
prehensible. And there is lots of it. One looks forward to
the promised future volumes, but pleads that they will be
more readable.

John Saunders
Neville Hall Hospital

Abergavenny,
Gwent NP7 7EG.

Complications of Fractures and Dislocations. Phillip M.
Segelov. Pp. 382, illustrated. Chapman and Hall Medical,
London, 1990. Hardback £50.

This book portrays one surgeon's approach to the
prevention and management of complications of frac-
tures. The author has placed before us his life's experience
and that is commendable and should be of significant
educational value to the practising and training surgeon.
There are multiple illustrations with excellent drawings.
The text is extremely clear and in each section the
treatment is highlighted in bold type. However, the
sub-heading of the injury being treated is in small type
and it is often difficult to know what is being treated,
especially when the small sub-heading appears on the
previous page. The placement of the illustrations is
unsatisfactory as they may appear several pages after the
relevant text. Some illustrations are labelled incorrectly
and I would disagree with some of the comments made,
e.g. I believe a plate should be placed on the tension side
of a fracture not on the compression side. Also in
arthrodesis of the shoulder the supporting plate should be
placed on the posterior aspect and not the anterior. There
are some obvious omissions from a text which is trying to
cover the field of fractures, e.g. intertrochanteric fractures
show problems encountered with obsolete fixation
systems, but there is no illustration of a sliding compres-
sion screw and plate. Little mention is made of the
displaced proximal phalangeal fracture, the fracture of
the outer third of the clavicle and in the discussion of
carpal tunnel release the motor branch of the median

nerve is not mentioned.
I feel that for the practising orthopaedic surgeon and

the trainee this text is rather light and does not cover the
subject in sufficient depth. No references are given and all
the comments are based purely on the surgeon's own
experience. At the end of each chapter references are
given for further reading but are not specifically referred
to in the text. This book makes interesting reading for all
those involved in the treatment of fractures but it could
not be regarded as a text to solve the complications arising
from fractures, as the title indeed suggests.

I.J. Leslie
Department of Orthopaedic and Trauma Surgery,

Bristol Royal Infirmary,
Bristol.

Essentials of Experimental Surgery. J.S.P. Lumley, C.J.
Green, P. Lear and J.E. Angell-James. Pp. viii + 262,
illustrated. Butterworths, London, Boston, Singapore,
Sydney, Toronto, Wellington, 1990. £45.00

With the increasing controversy regarding research in
animals this book takes on increasing importance. It is
designed as a practical guide to all workers undertaking
animal surgery. Primarily it is directed to individuals in
research but is also of value for veterinary practice. The
emphasis throughout is on the use of the minimal number
of animals and only under those circumstances when
alternative methods are inappropriate.
The book is extremely well written and illustrated. The

current legislation involving different types of procedures
and safe-guards is thoroughly discussed and should be
understood by all interested individuals. There are excel-
lent chapters relating to the choice of animal as well as
animal husbandry and the principles and practicalities of
anaesthesia in the many different species. Although
standard surgical techniques are described, the modific-
ations required for animal studies are illustrated as well as
both tissue and regional surgery. The final chapters relate
to the utilization of tissue and aspects of microscopy,
histological staining and immunological investigation as
well as the full range of biological measurements.

There is no doubt that this book should be made
available to all individuals involved in experimental
surgery.

Professor I. Taylor
University Surgical Unit,

Southampton General Hospital,
Southampton SO] 6HU.

Medical Statistics: a Commonsense Approach. Michael J.
Campbell and David Machin. Pp. xii + 172, illustrated.
John Wiley, Chichester, New York, Brisbane, Toronto,
Singapore, 1990. £9.95.

This is an inexpensive and easily read book which
complements other widely available texts. It has novel
layout which leaves textual descriptions of statistical tests
to the Appendix and this allows the reader to understand
the place of each method.

Study design is wisely stressed by the authors and I
particularly enjoyed this chapter; it minimised tests and
clarified the importance of common sense. It is equally
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refreshing to find discussions on tests for normality, and
reasonable descriptions of more recent confidence limits
and poisson distributions. Ifall clinicians read the chapter
on correlation and regression there would be far fewer
papers incorrectly correlating, for example, blood glucose
[method 1] with blood glucose [method 2].
The only caveat I would mention is that this book is

designed for use with computer programmes on statistics,
but which one?

A.C. Burden,
Leicester General Hospital,

Leicester LE5 4PW.

Ophthalmology in Medicine - An illustrated Clnical
Guide. David Abrams. Pp. 280, illustrated. Martin
Dunitz, London, 1990. £39.95 hardback.

Medical ophthalmology is an art widely understood and
practised in Britain but less so in other parts of the world.
Britain set these academic standards in the 1960s, when
we established an innovative Medical Ophthalmology
Unit at St Thomas' Hospital, London; a vigorous
London Medical Ophthalmology Society which meets at
various London hospitals every month; and two excellent
textbooks of medical ophthalmology.'"2

This admirable new illustrated clinical guide adds
lustre to this British tradition of medical ophthalmology
and it is strongly recommended as a bedside clinical
companion for physicians in all disciplines of medicine.
There is an interesting chapter on the interface between
ophthalmology and paediatrics; rheumatology; the ear,
nose and throat; dermatology; oncology; endocrinology;
genitourinary medicine; tropical diseases; haematology;
gastroenterology; respiratory disease; and nephrology.
Here then is its wide coverage, supported by hundreds of
beautiful colour photographs. Where else would one find
such an elegant Kayser-Fleischer ring as this one from the
Royal Free Hospital?
At the end of the chapter there is a summary of

practical points or punch-lines which are recommended
for all medical students and paramedical workers in this
field. They would also benefit early in their career by
learning the techniques of ophthalmoscopy and slit-lamp
examination before it is too late. It is difficult to compre-
hend how the publisher has managed to provide us with
such a wealth of colour at such a reasonable price.

D.G. James
149 Harley Street,

London WIN IHG.

References

1. Rose, F.C. Eye in general medicine. Chapman and Hall,
London, 1983.

2. Dinning, W.J. Systemic Inflammatory Disease and the Eye.
John Wright, Bristol, 1987.

Perinatal and Multigeneration Carcinogenesis. edited by
N.P. Napalkov, J.M. Rice, L. Tomatis and H. Yamasaki.
IARC Scientific Publications No. 96. Oxford University
Press, Oxford, 1989. £48.00

In 1965, The World Health Organization established the
International Agency for Research on Cancer. This
agency's brief is to conduct a programme of research
which concentrates on the epidemiology of cancer and
carcinogenesis. Perinatal and multigeneration carcino-
genesis is the publication resulting from the symposium in
Leningrad in June 1988. This book's 436 pages reviews
model and mechanisms in experimental carcinogenesis
and human carcinogenesis. The authors are from many
different countries which include Russia, India, West
Germany, France, America and Italy. The book's subject
matter ranges from radiation exposure, transplacental
exposure to oestrogens and carcinogens and reviews of
chemical pathways of carcinogenesis. The Editorial
Board's introduction views this book as representing a
multidisclipinary discussion and this discussion; I per-
sonally found rather exhausting in its completeness. It is
very difficult to establish the audience for this book.
Certainly it does not include clinicians nor molecular
biologists involved in the study of cancer. I am afraid that
this book is of very little interest particularly because of its
emphasis upon slightly irrelevant work performed by
groups whose presence at the symposium would appar-
ently result from political expedience rather than scientific
merit. This is not the volume to buy your favourite medical
student relative for Christmas and it is a fine example of
medical ephemera without relevance to science.

J. Waxman
Hammersmith Hospital,

London W12 OHS.

A Textbook of Paediatrics in the Tropics and Sub-tropics.
P.M. Barnes, Harjit Singh and A.J.H. Stephens. Pp. vi
+ 282, illustrated. Macmillan Publishers, London, Bas-
ingstoke, 1990. £35.00.

The spiralling cost ofmedical books, whilst a problem for
individuals or libraries in the economically affluent
countries is a disaster for much of the developing world.
Educational facilities in developing countries for those in
training and perhaps even more for those who are
qualified and working in rural areas are very restricted.
Thus there is a desperate need for books and educational
materials which are clear, practical and relevant, and
above all cheap. The authors aim with this book is to
focus on the requirements of the undergraduate medical
student and the generalist, presumably those working in
the tropics and the sub-tropics as indicated by the title.
The book is clearly printed with useful tables and a
lay-out which highlights clinical signs or points in man-
agement in relation to particular conditions. However, to
be useful such a book must cover the problems the readers
are likely to meet accurately and in sufficient detail to be
useful. There are a number of places where this reader is
somewhat concerned about the reliability of the clinical
material presented. One example of this is the Figure
relating to the development of measles. In my experience,
an incubation period of 12 - 24 days is unusually long and
particularly if then followed by 6 days of illness prior to
the appearance of Koplik's spots and a further 3 days
before the appearance of the main measles rash.
The authors state in their preface that they decided not

to include neonatology in this book. This would seem to
me a mistake since, particularly where doctors do not
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