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Infectious Diarrhoea in the Young: Strategies for Control in
Humans and Animals. Proceedings of an Internatdonal
Seminar on Diarrhoeal Disease in South East Asia and the
Western Pacific Region, Geelong, Australia, 10-15 February
1985, edited by Saul Tzipori. International Congress Series,
no. 674. Pp. xvii + 514, illustrated. Excerpta Medica, Ams-
terdam, New York, Oxford, 1985. US$98.50, DFI.266.00.

Animal reservoirs of infection are a particular risk for
children, especially in rural communities. This book has been
generated by a seminar held in Australia to examine many
aspects of infectious diarrhoea in children and in domestic
animals. It thus encompasses the epidemiology and
microbiology of viruses, bacteria, and parasites, immuniza-
tion and mucosal immunity and treatment and the control of
cross infection. The format of presentation is into groups of
multi-author papers largely from Asian Pacific countries.
Initial over-views are followed by twenty-four accounts of
the problems associated with diarrhoeal diseases in settings
as disparate as the coral island ofNiue and downtown Beijing
in the People's Republic of China. The importance of
research based in local environments is emphasized by a
review of the activities of the International Centre for
Diarrhoeal Disease Research in Bangladesh from 1962 to the
present time. The initial preoccupation with cholera and the
emergence of the rotavirus as a ubiquitously recognised
pathogen is well illustrated. The ten veterinary papers on
diarrhoea in young livestock are less wide ranging.
Mechanisms of diarrhoea are difficult to study in children,

thus collaborative work between veterinary and human
medical investigators is particularly fruitful. The structural
and functional responses of the intestinal mucosa to various
enteric pathogens are usefully reviewed with a particular
emphasis on factors affecting adherence and colonization.
There are up-date sections on viral, bacterial, and protozoal
pathogens with a more detailed analysis with respect to
rotavirus on serology, and vaccine development. Genetic
engineering, having entered the world of enterotoxigenic E.
coli, is providing a greater understanding of the molecular
properties of pilus-adhesins; it is also opening up new
approaches to diagnosis. The last third of the book turns to
the clinical management and prevention of gastroenteritis.
Oral rehydration solutions and the maintenance of nutrition
are examined; the role of mucosal defence is illustrated by
four papers covering humoral immunity and the gut. The
Holy Grail ofvaccine development is clearly some way ahead
and the book ends with a re-emphasis on public health
measures and improvements in infant feeding practices.
There is no index but the list of contents is comprehensive
and most contributions are sufficiently short to allow
subjects to be found quickly. The references are inconsisten-
tly described in different papers but they are not repetitive
and they cite a quite fascinating array of local national
Journals and government reports. Rapidly produced con-
ference proceedings are usually for selective reading and are
of necessity of specialist interest. This congress is no excep-
tion but it certainly covers a useful range of complementary
fields.

M.J. Brueton,
Westminster Children's Hospital,

Vincent Square,
London SWIP 2NS

Journal of Interventional Radiology. Vol. 1, No. 1, September
1986, edited by Gordon McLean and Robert A. Wilkins.
Pp. iv + 53, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh,
London, Melbourne, New York, 1986. Quarterly subscrip-
tions. Vol. 1 (2 issues): individuals £21.00/$32.50, institutions
£27.50/$40.00. Vol. 2 (4 issues): individuals £45.00/$90.00,
institutions £60.00/$120.00.

In the last decade percutaneous or catheter methods have
been developed for internal diseases previously treated by
surgery. Renal cyst puncture was followed by antegrade
pyelography and later percutaneous nephrostomy culminat-
ing in stone removal. Burhenne pioneered stone retrieval
when he used the track ofthe post-cholecystectomy T-tube to
remove biliary calculi from the common bile duct. Surgeons
were understandably most grateful, for who would wish to
re-operate in these circumstances.
And so from diagnosis by easy stages to treatment, from

aspiration to drainage, from arteriography to angioplasty
and embolisation and from sonographic localisation to stone
fragmentation, techniques requiring new catheters, needles,
guide wires, probes and above all new ideas. As the expertise
has increased so has the need for the dissemination of the new
knowledge. A number of textbooks have already appeared
and now the definitive journal.
The first issue reflects the ever expanding scope of the

subject, percutaneous treatment of disc disease, removal of
stones and foreign bodies, embolisation of vascular malfor-
mations and dealing with haemorrhage. But can the Journal
be sustained when there are a large number of radiological
journals carring articles on this subject and some of these
journals even have special sections devoted to interventional
methods? Time will tell. We, from this journal, can only wish
their editorial staff well.

L. Kreel
Newham Health Authority,
Newham General Hospital,

London E13 8SL

Liaison Psychiatry: Mental Health Problems in the General
Hospital, Joan Gomez. Pp. v + 276. Croom Helm, London,
Sydney, 1987. £22.50 (hardback), £10.95 (paperback).

Many district hospitals now have well established depart-
ments of psychiatry. The decision to locate psychiatric
services within general hospitals has made it much easier for
psychiatrists to collaborate with their physician and surgeon
colleagues and to contribute to the management of medically
ill patients. This area of psychiatry, which has come to be
known as liaison psychiatry, is a developing area ofinterest in
Britain although it has been established much longer in other
countries, particularly the United States.

There are relatively few books which the psychiatrist or
physician can turn to as a guide through the many difficult
psychiatric problems in the general hospital. This book by
Joan Gomez is therefore a welcome addition to the literature
and it is sure to prove very useful. The author discusses the
role of the psychiatrist in the general hospital, particularly
with regard to the management of patients with psychiatric
complications of organic disease, psychosomatic disorders
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