
TIHE

P9OT GRJADUATEJMED ICAL JOURNAL
VOL. VI. JUNE, I931. No. 69.

CONTENTS
PAGE

THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF MEDICINE ... ......... ... 141
By MAURICE DAVIDSON, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.

SOME COMMON CAUSES OF STERILITY AND THEIR TREATMENT ... ...... 147
By ARTHUR GRAY, F.R.C.S.

POST-GRADUATE NEWS ... ... .. ...... ... ... ... ... 153
FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND POST'-GRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.-

SPECIAL COURSES ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 158

THE PRINCIPLES AND
PRACTICE OF MEDICINE.

By MAURICE DAVIDSON,
M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.

THERE is a time-honoured saying, somewhat
exasperating to the philosophic mind, that
an ounce of fact is worth a ton of theory. I
have always felt that this sententious observa-
tion was hardly fair to those against whom it
is generally directed, and it was with feelings
of no small inward satisfaction that I once
heard its exact converse pronounced by a
celebrated preacher who remarked that an

ounce of theory was worth a ton of fact,
" because," said he, "it takes a ton of fact to
make an ounce of theory !"
The tendency of human thought to diverge

into two main channels which distinguish
the so-called practical man from the theorist
has always been a phenomenon of interest to
the student of human nature. It shows
itself among men of every sort and condition,

and is often a source of good humoured
wrangling between individuals of either type
in every walk of life. It may be of interest
to us to note how this applies to the pro-
fession of medicine, and to speculate as to
how far it is possible to attain in this branch
of knowledge to the golden mean between
two extreme modes of thought, each of
which is necessary in the training of a

physician if he is to arrive at that via media
from which the vision of truth can be
approached from the best possible angle.
The history of medicine is a story of the

development of method; of the gradual
evolution of science from an untutored art.
To-day the student, entering upon a heritage
provided for him by the labours of many
generations, is taught the elements of those
sciences which represent the foundations of
his knowledge. Chemistry, physics, physio-
logy, and anatomy, these are the root subjects
necessary to an understanding of the normal
functions of the human body; their essence
must be assimilated before we can attain to a
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