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mass screening is much less practicable-on average only 01% of
such asymptomatic individuals will have early gastric cancer.

Total gastrectomy is considered to be the treatment of choice by
most, but not all, authors. It is clear that many problems remain. but
this book succeeds admirably in its primary aim of raising the level
of awareness in the UK. for early gastric cancer and it should be
read by everyone with an interest in gastroenterology.

T. W. WARNES,
University Department of Gastroenterology.

Manchester Royal Infirmary.
Manchester M8 7PL.

Epidemiology of Diseases
Edited by D. L. MILLER and R. D. T. FARMER. Pp. xiii+492.
illustrated. Blackwell Scientific Publications. Oxford. 1982.
£28.50.

While there are by now several textbooks on the methods and
general applications of epidemiology. few, if any. have so far
attempted systematically to describe the epidemiology of the major
diseases. Anything of this kind would be an ambitious undertaking
and is what the editors of this volume set out to do. How far have
they succeeded? The book is intended not only for those in
preventive medicine but for practising clinicians as well. The 9 main
sections cover infectious diseases, diseases of the heart and blood.
chronic respiratory disease, digestive disease, diseases of the genito-
urinary system and female breast, endocrine diseases. locomotor and
neurological diseases. accidents and suicide and maternal and fetal
health. The list of authors includes both epidemiologists and
clinicians: on the whole, the former provide the most uset'ul
contributions. Dr Jocelyn Chamberlain's chapter on cancer of the
female breast, for example. provides an account not only of the
general epidemiology of the condition and of aetiological hypothe-
ses, but also of progress in attempts at prevention through screening.
The chapter on rheumatic disorders by Dr Philip Wood and Dr
Elizabeth Badley is a valuable and largely self-contained account ot'
a particularly difficult topic. Some of the chapters in the
sections on gastro-intestinal and genito-urinary disease are on the
sketchy side. However, the sections as a whole are well-referenced.
many including suggestions for further reading. Consequently. the
book is a useful starting-point for anyone unfamiliar with the
epidemiology of a particular condition, and, in some cases, it
provides a definitive account.

T. W. ME ADLE.
MRC Epidemiology and Medical Care Unit.

Northwick Park Hospital.
Harrow. Middlesex HAI 3UJ.

Evaluation of Methods of Treatment and Diagnostic Procedures in
Cancer. Studies conducted by the Project on Controlled Therapeutic
Trials (1978-1982)

Edited by R. FLAMANT and C. FOHANNO. UICC Technical Report
Series-Vol. 70. Pp. 146. UICC. Geneva. Hans Huber, Bern. 1982.
S.Fr. 24.00.

This excellent short paperback. printed cheaply using typewriter
script, is a collection of nine papers prepared for the UICC. Each
article addresses a problem in the assessment of methods of cancer
treatment. There is discussion of the ethics and design of controlled
trials, the evaluation of new diagnostic tests, of the statistical
consideration in trial design and problems in informed consent.
The articles are a model of lucidity. common sense and

practicality. Any oncologist involved in trials of treatment should
read and understand what is in this little book. It only takes 2 hr to
read and it is well worth putting this time aside to remind oneself of
the problems of this type of scientific investigation. Highly recom-
mended.

R. L. SOUHAMIt
Faculty of Clinical Sciences,

University College.
London WCI.

Guidelines for a Voluntary Cancer Organization
Edited by M. A. WooD. UICC Technical Report Series. Vol. 65.
Pp. 162. UICC, Geneva, Hans Huber. Bern, 1982. Sw.Fr. 28.00.

With the increasing interest and concern in matters of health, a
number of voluntary organisations have been set up which are
involved with specific diseases. These organisations are usually run
by lay people, though generally in collaboration with interested
members of the medical profession.

Provided they are sensibly administered, these societies can do
nothing but good. From the point of view of the patient. they can
offer a wide range of help, they can create a link between the doctor
and the public so that each side knows each other's problems. they
can play a very important part in fund raising and finally they
provide a most useful outlet for those people who wish to help those
in trouble.

This booklet, published by the UICC. is a most useful guide for
setting up stuch voluntary organisations. Medical practice and the
social scene vary in different countries and, although this book is
written by an international team who have wide experience in this
type of work, some of the suggestions and advice will not be
universally applicable. It deals in a clear and practical way with the
problems which can arise in initiating a voluntary organisation. It
starts with an important chapter on organisational structure, it goes
on to discuss relationships to health care. research, weltare.
education, public relations and finally fund-raising. It is full of'
helpful advice, useful check lists etc and it cannot be too highly
recommended to those who are considering working in this field.

J. R. TROUNCE,
Guy's Hospital.

London SEI 9LT.

An Introduction to Neurophysiology
By J. F. STEIN. Pp. viii + 386 itlustrated. Blackwell Scientific
Publications, Oxford, 1982. £12.00.

This relatively small volume sets out to present neurophysiology in a
lively and exciting way. The author has not always succeeded in
conveying the fascination of the subject. as he states is his intention,
but it is always very readable. There is inevitably, a degree of
simplification in a volume of this small size and it is useful to have
some well chosen further readings given at the end. These are mainly
of other books, perhaps a few more original papers should be
included.
The layout is relatively standard, conveying the properties of

neuronies, synaptic transmission. sensory mechanisms. special senses.
motor control, spinal reflexes and the extrapyramidal system. These
chapters. the main body of the book, present an adequate account
but are followed by several short chapters on sleep. specialised
cortical function and mechanisms of memory, which barely scratch
the surface of the vast amount of data now available, incomplete or
contradictory as some of it may be. It is easy to understand why these
chapters were so rigorously pruned from the author's statement of
intention in the preface but it has been over-done. This section
inevitably contains some controversial facts and a few errors creep
in, such as REM sleep scalp activity being shown as similar to Stage
I sleep and an auditory-evoked potential without polarity indication.
Others in my own field of clinical neurophysiology will find the very
brief and inadequate paragraph on clinical uses of EEG saddening.
Here a fellow scientist seems to confuse the physiological informa-
tion of the EEG with the anatomical precision of CT scanning. while
ignoring the many aspects of clinical disease in which the EEG may
be dramatically altered without anatomical change. I am sure Dr
Stein does not really confuse these issues but it illustrates how the
later chapters have suffered by being over-brief. Better omitted
altogether than sacrificing academic standards to this extent. The
inclusion of 2 chapters at the beginning on rteuroanatomical and
neurophysiological techniques is a welcome innovation and one
partictularly appreciated by students who have seen the book.

Overall, the impression is of a book containing much otvalue in
very readable style and which would make a good introductory text.
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