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passages or text. At the beginning of each chapter its contents are
clearly listed.

This book is a personal view of a limited range of experiments on
a limited area of kidney function. It will be stimulating to those with
a keen interest in renal physiology but will be of little value to the
average clinician or those only casually interested in the field.

T. G. FEEST,
Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital,

Exeter EXI 2ED.

Treatment of Cancer
Edited by KEITH E. HALNAN. Pp. 895, illustrated. Chapman and
Hall, London, 1982. £40.00.

The emergence of clinical oncology as a subdiscipline of medicine
has inspired a spate of hastily prepared, frequently premature texts
on the treatment of cancer-the majority smelling more of the lamp
than of the ward or clinic. The treatise under review is an heroic
attempt to correct this. Its essential theme, enunciated somewhat
apologetically in the preface, is that efficient management of a
cancer requires a multi-disciplinary approach, a concept with which
the reviewer is in accord, with the proviso that, ultimately, the
problem involves one doctor and his patient.
The text is divided into 3 sections. The first, a review of general

principles and the scientific basis of therapy, is sound, well
referenced, but somewhat uninspiring as it adds little new to existing
knowledge not readily available in other, cheaper, texts. Is it really
necessary, in a book of this nature, to give a list of chemotherapeutic
drugs running to some 10 pages?
The major part of the treatise reviews, in some 29 chapters,

treatment of cancers according to site. It is in this section one
suspects the editors desired to establish their theme. Sadly, it does
not achieve this objective. The employment of some 75 authors has
inevitably created a sort of scissors and pastepot structure in which
the central theme is obscured. The various specialists have placed
too much emphasis on the minutia of their therapeutic techniques.
The reviewer would have preferred them to have concentrated rather
on what they could offer, or perhaps more importantly what they
could not offer to the management of a particular cancer. The
description of radiotherapy techniques is possibly inadequate for
the postgraduate aspirant to a career in radiotherapy, yet too
detailed for the aspiring oncological surgeon. The converse also
applies. Those responsible for the chemotherapy are, however, to be
congratulated in that they have avoided the current vogue of
presenting 'cookery book recipes'. The section contains a wealth of
current information, well analysed and referenced. The purist could
perhaps take exception to some analytical tables where results are
expressed in percentages when there are less than 100 patients in the
group.
The final section is concerned with methods and techniques. It

contains some valuable chapters of universal interest on the general
medical care of the cancer patient. Others, such as the design of
radiotherapy equipment, are less relevant to the central theme. The
concluding 2 chapters of this section concerning the design of
clinical trials and the meaning and purpose of statistical analysis, the
reviewer found stimulating, free of jargon and added to his
appreciation of this important aspect ofoncology upon which future
improvements in cancer treatment depend.

Finally it is difficult to delineate the audience to which this treatise
is addressed. Most certainly it is not, for reasons given above,
suitable as a training text for the postgraduate student aspiring to a
career in one of the various branches of oncology. Perhaps it is
directed as the publishers indicate to the experienced oncologist. If
so, the purchaser would be well advised to carefully inspect his copy
on receipt. One does not expect the spine of a £40 textbook to break
on second opening with resultant spilling of the central pages as
happened with the reviewer's copy.

R. L. TURNER,
Clinical Oncology Unit,
University of Bradford,

Bradford BD7 1 DP.

Surgical Review 3.
Edited by J. S. P. LUMLEY and J. L. CRAVEN. Pp. viii+315,
illustrated. Pitman Books, London, 1982. £19.50.

Surgical Review 3 is a series of personal views on surgical subjects
bound in a single volume to provide up-to-date information on
developing subjects. Particularly valuable and easy reading for the
non-specialist are contributions on: immunotherapy for cancer,
relief of postoperative pain, radiation treatment for early breast
cancer and a chapter entitled 'Who needs nutritional support?'.
Somewhat disappointing were the chapters devoted to ovarian
cancer, the role of blood in vascular diseases and a French
contribution on the subject of small bowel resection, pathophysiol-
ogy and management.

Inevitably, the reviewer must ask the question 'to whom has this
book been written'? Certain articles provide excellent up-to-date
information which is entirely appropriate for a specialist within a
specific field; these include pituitary surgery for the ENT specialist
and neurosurgeon, surgery of rheumatoid arthritis for the ortho-
paedic surgeon and rheumatologist. On the other hand, this book
provides articles throughout the entire range of surgery and
gynaecology. One wonders whether this has a major appeal to the
consultant surgeon busy in clinical practice at a district general
hospital. For the humble general surgeon, a more detailed account
on ovarian cancer with the place of radical surgical treatment and
chemotherapy would have been welcome. Possibly the most
important contribution was the last chapter entitled 'Life after death
for the surgeon' written both by a surgical pathologist and a
barrister. This timely chapter portrays the role of the coroner, the
position of the law and the responsibilities of the surgeon in present
surgical practice. Increasingly, surgeons are faced with medico-legal
and ethical dilemmas, it is entirely appropriate therefore that a
textbook which aims to bring together new aspects of surgical
practice should include this note of caution and realism.

I believe this will be a useful contribution. It will undoubtedly be
read selectively since the diet is too varied for most palates but at
£19.50 I think that this is a useful buy and certainly should be
stocked by all postgraduate libraries.

M. R. B. KEIGHLEY,
The General Hospital,
Birmingham B4 6NH.

Women Doctors. Choices and Constraints in Policies for Medical
Manpower.
By PATRICIA DAY. King's Fund Project Paper No. 28. Pp. 136.
King Edward's Hospital Fund for London, London, 1982. £2.30.

The aims of this project are stated as being firstly, to review the
available information about women doctors and secondly, to put the
policy implications of the growth in the number of women medical
graduates into the wider context of social developments, national
and international.

It provides a discursive but conscientiously researched account of
the available data about women doctors' employment, and some
new impressions about the functioning of schemes for part-time
work (retainer scheme) and training (HM69/6 and PM79/3). The
difficulties caused by central (DHSS) approval of candidates and
separate regional or subregional provision (or non-provision) of
funds for the PM79/3 scheme in England are stressed.

Attention is drawn to the likelihood of reduction in numbers of
part-time posts in a time of financial restrictions. The point is made
that these ad hoc arrangements for individual doctors with family
responsibilities seem less appropriate as the proportion of women
qualifying in medicine increases.

In respect of policy implications of this increase it is stated that 'in
future, policy will have to address itself to the more difficult problem
of creating a system which has the flexibility require I to accommo-
date the aspirations and needs of both women and men doctors'.
This sounds good, but does not say how the flexibility can be
achieved. No other policy implications are clearly identified. The
reason stated is the uncertainty of the future. For example, women's
apparent preference for specialties now defined as 'shortage' may not

copyright.
 on M

ay 23, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.59.691.341 on 1 M

ay 1983. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

