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vaccine in the U.K. and the U.S.A. is compared with the
equally successful use of attenuated Salk vaccine in Sweden
and Finland. However, some of the wider issues described
by Melnick (1978) and the BMJ (1978) are not mentioned.
The difficulties of mass vaccination are vividly described in
the chapter on swine influenza. The mixture of politics, legal
tangles, medical panic and public good sense (or was it
apathy?) which led to an immense waste of money and
resources makes compulsive reading, so that one wonders
how the mass vaccination against meningococcal meningitis
of 80 million people in Brazil mentioned later was achieved.
On the other hand, by the method adopted, the editors have

been able to include the majority of vaccines in use or being
developed and, overall, to bring out in a comparatively small
volume many of the aspects concerned in their development
and use. The complexities of producing the newer vaccines
are discussed including the differences between developing a
vaccine against a disease where the danger lies in a toxin,
e.g. diphtheria, and against one where the infection is char-
acterized by persistent and latent infection, e.g. herpes group.
The chief value of the book lies in this wide view and it is
recommended not only to research workers, but also to those
concerned with environmental health programmes and to the
many doctors in community health, in paediatrics, and
general practice who are both giving and advising on the use
of vaccines for the prevention of disease.
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Notebook of Medical Physiology with Aspects of Maternal
Fetal and Neonatal Physiology: Endocrinology

Ross W. HAWKER. Pp. 189, illustrated. Churchill Living-
stone: Edinburgh, London and New York, 1978. £2.95.

This is a highly condensed summary of endocrinological
physiology aimed primarily at postgraduates studying for
higher examinations. There are numerous flow diagrams in
the text and each chapter is followed by multiple choice
questions for self assessment. There is a useful reading list of
relevant publications up to 1975.
The writing is clear and unambiguous but, such is the rate

of progress, it is already out of date in many places. The
chapter on gastrointestinal hormones omits the exciting
advances that have taken place over the last decade. The
chapter on the pancreas wrongly ascribes the D cell as pro-
ducing gastrin, although it is established that in fact it pro-
duces somatostatin and there is no mention of pancreatic
polypeptide.

This small book is moderately priced and contains a great
deal of information. But it needs bringing up to date.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis. A Journey down the Centuries
R. Y. KEERS. Foreword by SIR JOHN CROFTON. Pp. 265.
Bailli6re Tindall: London, 1978. £l 1.50.

John Bunyan ranked tuberculosis as "The Captain of all
these Men of Death", and this continued to be true until the
advent of chemotherapy and B.C.G. vaccination. A dis-
tinguished chest physician, writer and teacher has now put the
whole saga in perspective from antiquity to the nineteen-
seventies. This huge span is unfolded in a most scholarly and
interesting fashion so that it may be enjoyed by every post-
graduate, his wife, secretary, nurse and health visitor. The
reader may choose to journey down the centuries from
Chapter 1 to the last frontier of Chapter 21, but it is also.
invaluable as a reference source book or to consult for its
rich content of medical history. There is an excellent index
of names ranging from de Abre and Aesculapius, Billroth,
Keats, Monaldi, Osler and on to Willan and Yamamoto,
It reads like a Debrett of tuberculosis, comprising pioneer
physicians, surgeons, chemists, bacteriologists, epidemiolo-
gists, statisticians and even patients who have succumbed to
tuberculosis.
A stirring yarn, beautifully told, and worthy of a broad

readership throughout all disciplines of medicine.

Recognition of Anti-Rheumatic Drugs
Edited by D.C. DUMONDE and M. K. JASANI. Proceedings
of an International Symposium held in London, April
1977. Pp. 384, illustrated. MTP Press: Lancaster, 1978.
£12.95.

At first sight this is yet another rather lavishly produced book
of Proceedings of a 2-day symposium on anti-rheumatic-
drugs, to join the rapidly growing number of other
published proceedings of drug conferences already burdening
our bookshelves. This one is different, however.
The Symposium was convened in April 1977, not by a

pharmaceutical company, but under the joint sponsorship of
the World Health Organization and the International League
Against Rheumatism and it brought together basic scientists
and clinicians to discuss techniques by which new anti-
rheumatic drugs can be recognized and assessed. Between 6
and 10 potential anti-inflammatory drugs are patented each
month, yet the really effective anti-rheumatic drug has not
yet been found, and a clinician reading this book must wonder
whether the present test procedures in vitro and in animal
models are necessarily those which will recognize curative
rather than suppressive agents in rheumatic diseases. In fact,
this dichotomy became more and more obvious throughout
the symposium, as a close reading (well worth while) of the
discussion transcript shows.

This is an area of research which is particularly rewarding.
intellectually to basic pharmacologists but frustrating to
those in clinical rheumatology, and the tensions and problems
of interpersonal relationships that can creep in between
groups of investigators from different backgrounds is high-
lighted here. This book is well worth reading, therefore, both
for its good scientific content and for the light it sheds on
basic problems, not all scientific, which complicate and even.
retard therapeutic research.
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