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have dominated the scene; therefore, it is fitting that a
commemorative volume should be assembled on his seventy-
fifth birthday. Even more fitting that he should help edit it
and that his associate should be Professor Andrew Wilkinson
who, as is now not as well remembered as it might be, was
the first to pick up Cuthbertson's initiative shortly after
World War II.
As an overview the volume is almost wholly admirable.

Each section is dealt with by a world expert. The only
omission is a good account of the hormonal changes in and
after injury and there is less on electrolyte changes than might
have been desirable. However, whether these matters are
included turns on the definition of the metabolic response to
injury and most of the interest in the last few years has
centred on substrate utilization.

This is a book primarily for the interested expert. It lays
the basis of therapy but does not discuss it in detail. However,
there are interesting sidelights on fever, on hypermetabolism
and on much which will be of interest to many outside
surgery. No clinical metabolist can afford to be without it.

Nursing Procedures for Skin Diseases
By EILEEN HUCKBODY. Pp. 135, illustrated, soft cover.
Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1977.

This is an attractive loose-leaf comprehensive book written
by the Matron of St John's Hospital for Diseases of the Skin,
London, and gives sensible information and practical
instruction for nurses who are looking after patients suffering
from skin disease. What to do for cardiac arrest is even
included. A book for Sister's desk in the Dermatological
Out-Patients and Wards.

Pathogenesis of Infectious Disease
By CEDRIC A. MIMs. Pp. x+246, illustrated, hard cover.
Academic Press Inc., London, 1976. £6.80, $14.75.

Professor Mims has written a very timely and interesting
account of the relationship between microorganism and host.
The remarkable upsurge of research on the fundamental
properties of microorganisms and the corresponding
expansion in the field of immunology have combined to
unravel some of the mysteries of infectious disease but in
doing so have revealed the complexities of the problems still
to be solved.

Professor Mims must be commended for collating this
vast amount of information in a most readable and stimulat-
ing book. Unfortunately his efforts have been slightly
marred by an excessive number of typographical errors and a
few statements of fact which may be disputed. Are Koplik's
spots really small ulcers in the mouth? Is whooping cough a
systemic infection and does the organism persist in the
nasopharynx for many months? Surely not. Moreover alum-
precipitated diphtheria toxoid and not pertussis vaccine was
shown to be mainly responsible for provoking paralysis in
poliomyelitis. It is confusing to list Trypanosoma brucei
without qualification as the cause of sleeping sickness in
man and misleading to state that latent Plasmodium vivax can
cause an attack of malaria many years after returning from
the tropics. While I would accept Professor Mims' opinion
that 'there are superb opportunities for mucosal spread
during venery' it is no longer accurate to state that 'micro-
organisms rarely occur in semen'. In man, semen has been
shown to harbour cytomegalovirus, Herpesvirus hominis
type II and hepatitis B antigen; in cattle, Brucella abortus; in
horses and mules, Trypanosoma equiperdum. In the table
listing the pandemic strains of influenza virus the 1918-19
strain has been designated Ao. Since influenza virus was first
isolated in 1953 it would, perhaps, be more accurate to
restrict this designation to influenza A viruses circulating
between 1933 and 1946. Despite some minor criticisms I can

thoroughly recommend this monograph to anyone interested
in this fascinating subject.
There is a useful addendum summarizing current know-

ledge on vaccines and a helpful glossary defining some of the
terms used in the text. The index is comprehensive.

Pathology of Peripheral Nerves
By R. 0. WELLER AND J. CERV6S-NAVARRO. Pp. vii+225,
illustrated, hard cover. The Butterworth Group, London.

The most important aspects of the pathology of peripheral
nerves have been covered comprehensively in this 225-page
volume. The modern approach is emphasized by attention to
modern concepts, methods, and recent developments,
backed by experience in both experimental and diagnostic
pathology, while evaluating methods critically.
The book offers an historical review, techniques of biopsy

and histological preparation, descriptions of normal and
pathological peripheral nerves, and of peripheral nerve
diseases. The last chapter deals with tumours of the peri-
pheral nervous system. In the appendix there is a guide to the
examination of peripheral nerve biopsies, a summary of the
pathology and a synopsis of the major groups of peripheral
neuropathies.

This volume will be invaluable as a compact source of
reference. It provides, for pathologists, techniques of fixation
and handling of biopsy specimens ensuring proper orientation
and optimum quality. Epoxy resin embedding is favoured for
biopsy material and perfused animal tissue. Histochemical
techniques are documented briefly and competently. The
clinical features of peripheral nerve disease are examined and
classified; electrophysiological techniques and their inter-
pretation are discussed.
The subject matter is presented with clarity of style;

definitions are clear and facts are well delineated. The suc-
cinct writing makes the subject interesting and the facts
assimilable. Typographical detail, photographs and diagrams
are good. The book is recommended for pathologists, post-
graduate students, neurologists and those in related discip-
lines for whom it will be of great value as a practical guide.

Pathology of Tumours of the Nervous System
By DOROTHY S. RUSSELL AND LUCIEN J. RUBINSTEIN. Pp.
448, illustrated, hard cover. Edward Arnold, London, 1977.
£25.00.

The third edition was published in 1971 having 429 pages
and 339 illustrations. This new edition has 448 pages and
331 illustrations. Aspects of tissue culture are now incor-
porated, in shortened form, in the relevant parts of the book
rather than being in one chapter, by the late Charles Lums-
den, at the end of the book. Of some fifty new illustrations
about half are electron micrographs. The text has been
thoroughly revised, in the light of the authors' experience
and of published work, in particular in relation to the
experimental production of tumours of the nervous system
with alkylating agents and oncogenic viruses, to the involve-
ment of the CNS in leukaemia and lymphoma and to the
endocrinological aspects of pituitary adenomas. The sections
on medulloepithelioma, cerebral medulloblastoma and the
tumours of the pineal parenchyma are improved, as the
result of increased experience of these rare tumours. The
nosological status of the angioblastic meningioma and its
relationship to the haemangiopericytoma are fully discussed.
The further contributions made by electron microscopy to the
understanding of the cellular composition in particular of
the capillary haemangioblastoma, the ependymoma, the
medulloblastoma, the ganglioglioma and the retinoblastoma
are noted. This edition continues to be written for practising
pathologists, postgraduate students, neurologists and neuro-
surgeons. Those who were brought up on the old editions
will find much that is new in the fourth. Those to whom the
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book is new are unlikely to find a better guide to and
instructor in the pathology of tumours of the nervous system.

Peripheral Entrapment Neuropathies
By HARVEY P. KOPELL AND WALTER A. L. THOMPSON.
Pp. vii+ 187, illustrated, hard cover. Robert E. Krieger
Publishing Co., New York, 1976. $13.50.

This interesting book, written by enthusiasts with great
experience of the subject, is easy to read and well worth
reading. In it, the authors imply that pain virtually anywhere
can be caused by entrapment of some nerve somewhere along
its course. Physicians and surgeons in different disciplines
will learn from it of the existence of a number of otherwise
unexplained painful syndromes which may affect any part
of the body. The main practical problem which this gives rise
to is that apparently quite often it will not result in the
appearance of the expected neurological deficit. It seems
therefore that only enthusiasts brave enough to explore the
appropriate nerve at the expected site of entrapment will be
able to reach the correct diagnosis by effecting a cure.
The rather unique experience of the authors can be

gathered from the statement (p. 48) that the 'restless legs'
phenomenon is probably due to 'a low grade neuropathy
of the peroneal nerve' and from the description of a patient
with myasthenia gravis (p. 179) whose illness caused back
pain due apparently to unstable small muscle system and
spasm of the larger muscle masses, was cured by the admini-
stration of prostigmine where six major spinal operations
carried out previously had failed!

Practice - A Handbook of Primary Medical Care
Instalment IV. Edited by J. CORMACK, M. MARINKER AND
D. MORRELL. Kluwer-Harrap Handbooks, London,
1977. £6.50 per instalment plus special binder at £1.60
and postage. (Updating service planned to cost about
£6.00 p'a.)

Previous reviews have indicated the nature and pattern of
this loose-leaf General Practice Manual. In the penultimate
instalment there are twelve further chapters from the main
part of the book, devoted to diseases and symptoms. In
addition, we received the first two chapters from Part 4.
Marshall Marinker's introductory chapter to this part is on
the nature of continuing care. It is a well reasoned essay
about the role of the general practitioner, his place as
a family doctor, his virtues and his limitations. As with the
introductory chapter to the first part, this chapter is worth
reading on its own account. The other chapter in Part 4
provided with this instalment is on adolescence. It, too, in its
own way, is equally interesting.
The series as a whole is proving very popular both in the

United Kingdom and overseas.

Principles for First Aid for the Injured
By H. PROCTOR AND P. S. LONDON. Pp. xiv+284, illu-
strated, hard cover. Butterworths, London, 1977. £6.25.

This third edition of a well established book on First Aid
has been enlarged to encompass the recent trends in emer-
gency care for the injured. The book has retained its basic
format and deals with the principles of infection, haemor-
rhage, fractures and burns, as well as presenting a detailed
systematic survey of injuries to different parts of the body.
The book is designed for the 'First Aider' but with the rapidly
changing organization of emergency work, both civil and
military, the task of initiating primary treatment may fall
upon doctors, nurses, ambulance men, highly trained 'para-
mpdics' or various other organized groups. This book is
cl arly written, well illustrated and has concise summaries of
emergency treatment after each chapter. It will appeal to all
those engaged in accident work including, no doubt, medical

students. Doctors working in the field may be surprised at the
detailed knowledge now required by their non-medical
colleagues and may well wish to use this excellent book as a
guide-line for their lectures on First Aid.

Prolactin and Human Reproduction
By P. G. CROSIGNANI AND C. ROBYN. Pp. vii+ 305,
illustrated, hard cover. Academic Press, 1977. £10.50,
$20.50.

This book contains a collection of papers presented at the
eleventh International Symposium of the Serono Poundation
held at Cernobbio in July 1976. The result is a comprehensive
compendium concerning the many roles of prolactin in
human reproduction. Unfortunately, little information is
presented concerning the considerable difficulties associated
with the measurement of this hormone by radioimmuno-
assay and no mention of possible alternative techniques.
Accordingly, there is no explanation for those situations
where apparently conflicting findings have been reported,
e.g. the concentration of prolactin in peripheral plasma
during the ovarian cycle. Notwithstanding this limitation,
however, there is much convincing information on the plasma
levels of the hormone throughout life and upon the origins
and role of the compound in amniotic fluid. In addition, there
are interesting results from studies on factors that affect the
secretion of prolactin under physiological and pathological
conditions. Finally, there is a section upon the characteri-
zation and management of patients with hyperprolactinaemia
associated with abnormal gonadal function. The book
contains many new findings and should be of particular
value to practising endocrinologists or gynaecologists.

Recent Advances in Surgery
Edited by SELWYN TAYLOR. Pp. vii+450, illustrated, hard
cover. Longman Group, Harlow, 1977. £11.00.

The appearance of a new Recent Advances in Surgery is
always greeted with a sigh of relief by surgeons, such as the
present reviewer, who have to struggle to keep abreast with
new techniques and advances in their own field together with
progress in subjects adjacent to their speciality. In this ninth
edition, Mr Selwyn Taylor, as Editor, has not failed us. With
an expert touch, he has chosen subjects of the very greatest
interest and he has matched this wide choice by selecting a
team of a couple of dozen expert surgical teachers, patho-
logists and physicians as his contributors. The chapters in-
clude fundamental topics of haemostasis, immunology and
parenteral nutrition as applied to surgical problems; then
there is a group of 'bread and butter' items of great import-
ance to the general surgeon, which include cancer of the
rectum, acute pancreatitis and portal hypertension, and then a
group of specialist items chosen for their particular current
importance and which include microsurgery, coronary artery
bypass, the surgery of obesity and, bring us right into the
North Sea oil exploration era, the use of hyperbaric oxygen
chambers in surgery. The Editor himself contributes the
final chapter which sums up the present situation regarding
the training of surgeons in the United Kingdom.

This is an important and welcomed volume. The chapters
are interesting, well written, up to date and will each serve as a
useful monograph on some of the most exciting points of
progress in surgery to-day.

Side Effects of Drugs Annual 1
By M. N. G. DUKES. Pp. vii+420, hard cover. Excerpta
Medica, Amsterdam, 1977. US $38.50, Dfl. 100.00.

The standard source for the literature on the side effects of
drugs is Meyler's Side Effects of Drugs, which has reached
volume VIII in covering publications up to 1975. Whereas
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