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nowhere else in the world is there such a
wealth of clinical material from which the
post-graduate can learn. The Fellowship
of Medicine exists in order to direct Post-
graduates how to obtain the instruction
they desire.

This year the British Medical Association
meets in Canada, and as that country is
particularly alive to the importance of post-
graduate instruction, and has done much
to foster it, the editors of the Post-Graduate
Medical Journal, which is the official organ
of the Fellowship, considered that they
could not do better than collect into the
August number of the Journal a series of
articles from those specially interested in
post-graduate teaching. There is no doubt
that these will help the good work of con-
centrating the thought of the medical
profession on the immense value to it of
post-graduate study.

THE CANADIAN VISIT.
By SIR JOHN ROSE BRADFORD,

K.C.M.G., C.B., C.B.E., M.D., P.R.C.P.LOND.

ALL who are engaged in the practice of the
Art and Science of Medicine do not require
any lengthened experience of their vocation
to realize that they have embarked on the
service of a jealous and exacting mistress,
and that if they are to maintain even a
moderate degree of efficiency in the dis-
charge of their daily duties, this is only to
be achieved by constant study of the current
progress of their art and science. In all
professions the educational curriculum pro-
vided has at least two aims, one to equip
the learner with a certain amount of inform-
ation enabling him to deal with the problems
daily confronting him, the other to provide
a basis of knowledge of such a character as
to allow him to continue his studies with
profit to himself long after his student days.

In different professions the relative import-
ance of these two-sides of education varies,
but in medicine, owing to the magnitude
and complexity of the problems dealt with.
it would be quite hopeless to attempt to
equip the student with a complete compen-
dium of medical knowledge at the end of his
student career. The aim must rather be to
educate him in such a manner as to instil
in him an ever-increasing desire for more
knowledge, and to equip him in such a
manner as to enable him to avail himself of
the opportunities that will inevitably occur
to him. Medical education during student
life is necessarily one-sided, the picture of
disease as it is seen in hospital life is some-
what different to that seen in the outside
world, and the problems presented in the two
cases are often very different. Thus, speak-
ing broadly, most cases seen in hospital life
are obviously seriously and definitely ill,
whereas one of the greatest difficulties en-
countered by the newly-fledged practitioner
is to distinguish between serious and trivial
illness; his student career has made him
more or less familiar with the former,
but his experience of the latter is often
negligible.

It is, however, not only the magnitude of
medicine that makes so-called post-graduate
instruction necessary, there is also the con-
tinued and great progress that has been so
conspicuous in the last half century, that is
even a more compelling agent, and no practi-
tioner who is not abreast of modern develop-
tnents is really discharging his duty to
his patients. It is much more satisfactory
to come in contact with those who are ad-
vancing our knowledge by their own work,
and to hear their considered views, than to
learn them by reading. All centres of post-
graduate instruction contain men who are
themselves engaged in the advance of know-
ledge in some field of medicine. Further,
in the pursuit of the art of medicine, every
medical school of importance has a fund of
traditional lore that often embodies stores
of knowledge not to be found elsewhere.
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For these special reasons, visits to other
centres of instruction cannot fail to be of the
greatest service to all, quite apart from the
special advantages that must follow the link-
ing of men having a different upbringing,
but imbued with similar objects and aims in
life. When this interchange of visits is one
that concerns men of our own race, all of
whose aims are so closely akin to our own,
it is needless to stress further the advantages
to both that must follow an interchange
of visits between Great Britain and the
Dominion of Canada.

THE FELLOWSHIP OF
MEDICINE AND POST-
GRADUATE MEDICAL

ASSOCIATION.
By H. W. CARSON, Esq.,

F.R.C.S.

Chairman of Executive Committee.

THE Fellowship of Medicine and Post-
Graduate Medical Association, with which
some fifty London hospitals are connected,
was founded in I919 under the Presidency
of the late Sir William Osler for the arrange-
ment of post-graduate instruction for medical
men and women of all nationalities.
The medical year in England begins in

October and continues through the winter
and spring until the end of July; August and
September being the vacation months,
opportunities for work are necessarily
curtailed, though the Fellowship of
Medicine endeavours to arrange facilities for
doctors who are only free during that time.
Overseas doctors should, if possible, arrive
in England in August or September, so that
they may have ample time to settle down
and become acquainted with London before
starting work in earnest.

Post-graduate medical instruction is
divided into two main sections; the General
Course and Special Courses. The General

Course consists of attendance at the clinical
practice of the associated hospitals, of which
about a dozen are general hospitals and the
remainder are special hospitals. The
General Course continues throughout the
year and may be begun at any time, and
the fees range from £2 2s. for one week to
£21 for one year. In addition, a year's
programme of Special Courses is arranged
in advance; general hospitals hold "Re-
fresher " Courses consisting of a fortnight's
intensive work in medicine and surgery;
special hospitals hold courses in Cardiology,
Gynaecology, Ophthalmology, Proctology,
Urology, Neurology and Psychological
Medicine, Diseases of the Chest, Children,
Skin, Ear, Nose and Throat, Orthopadics,
and Tropical Medicine. These courses
take place at fixed dates, and last for one,
two, three, or four weeks, and the fees range
from I to 7 guineas.

For those proceeding to the higher
examinations, such as Membership of the
Royal College of Physicians and the Final
Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons,
the Fellowship of Medicine arranges courses
of lectures and demonstrations. These are
held in the evening so as not to interfere
with the courses arranged at the teaching
hospitals.
The full list of Special Courses for the

following year is despatched each October
to overseas post-graduates, hospitals, uni-
versities, &c., at home and abroad. In I929,
5,000 lists were despatched.
'he Fellowship also arranges weekly lec-

tures (during the winter months), and
weekly clinical demonstrations in medicine
and surgery at various hospitals (except
during August and September); for which no
fee is charged.

In the eleven years of the Fellowship's
existence the records show that some
4,700 men and women have taken out
tickets for courses of instruction-the
number each year showing a steady increase.
The majority of the post-graduates are
British, either from these Isles or from over.
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