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REVIEW S.

AN,ESTHESIA AND ANESTHETICS. By Rood
and Webber-.

In the preface to this book it is frankly
stated that the intention of the authors
is to furnish guidanice to comparatively
inexperienced qualified doctors, and to
those relatively unused to the administra-
tion of anwsthetics. As such, it is a manlual
to be highly commended.

Ther-e is a wholesome bias in favour of
simple methods in the teachinig of anes-
thetics. The essential pr-actical facts in
connectioni with iniduction and maintenanice
are given with admirable lucidity, and the
chapters which deal with these points
should appeal strongly to the beginner who
is anixious to lay the foundations of a sound
knowledge of the subject.

At the same time, in a modern work on
anesthetics greater familiarity witlh the
more advanced methods .might have been
expected. The statement that " the addition
of ether at some part of the anesthesia is
almost universal" in nitrous oxide anid
oxygen anaesthesia, will be received with
surprise by those who are conversant with
the method. It is further stated that nitrous
oxide and oxygen anzesthesia is contra-
indicated in patients suffering from publ-
monary tuberculosis, and yet it is well known
that this combiniation gives excellenit results
in such cases.

In dealing with endotracheal anesthesia
the method of intubating through the nose
is given but casual mention. A description
of this valuable technique might have been
inicluded with advantage. To cope with
the frotlhing-up of blood by the returni
current in endotracheal anaesthesia, the
authors recommend a sulction apparatus, or
continiuous mopping. This pr-oblem can be
dealt with muclh more easily by means of a
large return tube passed into the trachea,
atnd an efficient phar-yingeal pack.

Apart from these points, this book can be
thorouglhly recomiimended as a textbook for
students. It can also be read with much
interest by the expert anzesthetist.

rHE MORPHINE HABIT AND ITS PAINLESS
TREATMENT. By G. Laughton Scott,
M.R.C.S. London: H. K. Lewis and
Co., Ltd. I930. Pp. viii + 94. Price 5s.

In this book the author describes a
method by which morphia can be with-
drawn from the addict without producing
shock or delirium. In treatmenit by the
so-called " Hyoscilne Cure " the patient was
rendered delirious by hyoscine in order to
tide him over the two or three days' acute
suffering from the craving for morphia
following suddeni withdrawal. This method
certainily destroyed the desire for drugs in
the majority of cases, but was very drastic
and exhausting, and was apt to lead to a
feeling of resentment on the part of the
patient, resulting in a subsequent r-elapse.
The author's method consists in giving

regular and increasing doses of tincture of
belladonna anid hyoscyamus during the
day time, but not during the night, so that
the patienlt may sleep undisturbed. To
promote sleep luminal is given. 'Fhe con-
fidence of the patienlt is obtained and
treatmnent given in an or-dinary ntursing
home. During the first day the patient is
allowed the full quantity of moi-phia to which
he is accustomed, but this is gradually
reduced without his knowledge. The in-
jections are given in equal volumes, but
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