
68 Book reviews

A Primer of Haematology
By F. A. WARD. Pp. 106, illustrated. London: Butter-
worths, 1971. £1.90.
This is a small book of 106 pages including the index and a

five-page questionnaire on the individual chapters. The book
is intended to be brief and to give only the essentials of
haematology and much detail has been intentionally left out.
It is well produced, concise and easy to read.

In order to achieve brevity the author has adopted a
classification of blood diseases which brackets together many
different conditions under the same headings which would
not always be accepted as correct. For example anaemia is
classified under only three headings: haemorrhage, excess
haemolysis, and marrow failure. It is doubtful if anaemias in
the presence of an obviously active marrow should be classi-
fied as due to 'marrow failure'. The useful word dyshaemo-
poiesis is not employed. Also chronic lymphatic leukaemia
and myelomatosis are included under the heading 'myelo-
proliferative disease'.

The author is a pathologist and some statements on clinical
aspects must be accepted with reserve. For example on page
72 it is suggested that myelomatosis is hardly ever present in
the absence of bone pain; also on page 73 the statement,
'Thus, a person who bleeds from the nose spontaneously has
a haemorrhagic disease, but a person who bleeds from the
nose as a result of a blow does not have a haemorrhagic
disease' hardly represents general clinical experience.
There is an unfortunate error on page 38 in that the FIG lu

excretion test is referred to as the 'histamine loading test'
instead of the 'histidine loading test'. Histamine is destroyed
in the digestive tract (Martindale: The E'tra Pharmacopoeia.
25th edn, 1967) and a dose of 15 g parenterally would be fatal.
The author gives the impression throughout that he is

reluctant to undertake bone marrow examination, which is a
pity as this is such a useful basic examination in haematology.
The reader who is prepared to accept this book with

critical reserve and as a stimulus to further reading will
benefit greatly but it must not be regarded as authoritative.
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