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Books received
The Genetics of Mental Disorders. By ELIOT SLATER and
VALERIE COWIE. Pp. 413, illustrated. London: Oxford
University Press, 1971. £5.50.

Gonadotrophins and Ovarian Development. Edited by W. R.
BUTT, A. C. CROOKE and MARGARET RYLE. Pp. 399, illus-
trated. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 1970. £6.00.

Frozen Section in Surgical Diagnosis. By ANDREW SHIVAS and
SUZANNE G. FRASER. Pp. 261, illustrated. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1971. £6.00.

Clinical Chemistry and Automation. By RONALD ROBINSON.
Pp. 187, illustrated. London: Charles Griffin & Co. Ltd,
1971. £3.20.

Seventh Symposium on Advanced Medicine. Edited by IAN
A. D. BOUCHIER. Proceedings of a Conference held at the
Royal College of Physicians of London in February 1971.
Pp. 345, illustrated. London: Pitman Medical, 1971. £3.00.

Cancer Chemotherapy. Edited by F. ELKERBOUT, P. THOMAS
and A. ZWAVELING. A collection of papers presented at the
Postgraduate Course on Cancer Chemotherapy in Leiden
in September 1970. Pp. 410, illustrated. Leiden: Leiden
University Press, 1971. (Boerhaave Series for Postgraduate
Medical Education.) No price given.

Legal Abortion. By ANTHONY HORDEN. Pp. 322. Oxford:
Pergamon Press Ltd, 1971. £3.75.

New editions
Textbook ofMedical Treatment. Edited by STANLEY ALSTEAD,
ALASTAIR G. MACGREGOR and RONALD H. GIRDWOOD.
Twelfth edition. Pp. 694, illustrated. Edinburgh: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1971. £4.25.

Biochemical Values in Clinical Medicine. By ROBERT D.
EASTHAM. Fourth edition. Pp. 191. Bristol: John Wright &
Sons Ltd, 1971. £1.00.

Shaw's Textbook of Gynaecology. Edited by JOHN HOWKINS
and GORDON BOURNE. Ninth edition. Pp. 823, illustrated.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 1971. £4.50.

Medical Treatment (Volume 4). Edited by KENNETH MACLEAN
and GEORGE SCOTT. Third edition. Pp. 268. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1971. £2.25.

Book reviews
Lidocaine in the Treatment of Ventricular Arrhythmias

Proceedings of a Symposium held in Edinburgh in
September 1970. Edited by D. B. SCOTT and D. G. JULIAN.
Pp. 240, illustrated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1971. £3.00.

This Symposium was held in Edinburgh immediately prior to
the Fifth World Congress of Cardiology in London and
therefore a formidable panel of expert participants was
assembled.

Since the advent of coronary intensive care arrhythmias
have been reported in up to 90% of patients with acute
cardiac infarction. The prevention of significant arrhythmias
has therefore proved of even more interest and value to the
patient than DC conversion of established ventricular
arrhythmias. Lidocaine has long been used as a local anaes-
thetic but only recently has its value been appreciated in the
treatment of ventricular arrhythmias. This Symposium was
therefore convened to review the topic from many angles.

It opened with papers on the electro-physiological and
metabolic factors concerned in the genesis of arrhythmias
including Vaughan-Williams' classification of anti-arrhyth-
mia drugs into three distinctive groups. This was followed by
a session on arrhythmias in myocardial infarction and the use
of Lidocaine in both this context, and also in ventricular
arrhythmias unrelated to infarction, including its use in
patients under general anaesthesia. The third session dealt
with pharmacology and toxicology of the drug including
species differences in metabolism. Blood levels of Lidocaine
and its degradation products were reviewed after different
routes of administration and in relationship to toxicity and
clinical efficacy. The final session dealt with haemodynamic
effects of various anti-arrhythmic agents and the action of
beta adrenergic blocking drugs in ventricular arrhythmias.
Many minor disagreements emerge but it is clearly under-

stood that there is as yet insufficient evidence for employing
Lidocaine as a prophylactic agent in all patients with cardiac
infarction. There are still difficulties and differences concern-

ing which arrhythmias are the sinister ones requiring treat-
ment and which can be left alone. Again certain types of
ventricular dysrhythmia appear refractory to this drug and
there was universal agreement that no one drug is the panacea
for arrhythmia nor is such a substance likely to be forth-
coming.

This is a most excellent review of the topic as intended by
the editors and retains the high standard set by the Edinburgh
School. It is strongly recommended for all physicians and
anaesthetists concerned with intensive care of all sorts (as well
as coronary) and should certainly be of similar interest to
pharmacologists and electro-physiologists.

The Blood Supply of Bone
By MURRAY BROOKES. Pp. 338, illustrated. London:
Butterworths, 1971. £6.50.

The blood supply of bone is a fascinating topic; its study
provides a natural meeting ground for anatomists, physiolo-
gists, biologists and orthopaedic surgeons. At least it should:
but all too often the meetings are thematic monologues with
no marriage of minds and no intellectual offspring. The
material in this excellent book ranges so widely that it
should help to remedy this narrowness and stimulate fresh
lines of thought.
The author, who is well known for his researches and

writings in this field, tells us that the book was originally
planned as an introduction to the anatomical study of the
vascular architecture of the skeleton. Fortunately, he aban-
doned such limitations and he has given us far more. He
discusses not only such subjects as bone formation and
growth, but also fracture repair, osteoarthritis, bone
mechanics and many others.
The written style is clear and is matched by the production.

The numerous illustrations are well printed, the paper is good
and the book pleasing to handle. It can be thoroughly recom-
mended to a wide variety of readers.
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