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Advances in Blood Grouping III. Edited by ALEXANDER S.
WIENER. Pp. 658, illustrated. New York: Grune and
Stratton, Inc., 1970. $19.75.

Recent Advances in Clinical Psychiatry. By K. GRANVILLE-
GROSSMAN. Pp. 340, illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill,
1971. £3.75.

The Blood Supply ofthe Bone. By MURRAY BROOKES. Pp. 338,
illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1971. £6.50.

Lidocaine in the Treatment of Ventricular Arrhythmias.
Edited by D. B. SCOTT and D. G. JULIAN. Proceedings of
a Symposium held in Edinburgh in September, 1970.
Pp. 240, illustrated. Edinburgh: E. &. S. Livingstone,
1971. £3.00.

Oral Surgery. Edited by ROBERT V. WALKER. Transactions
of the Third International Conference on Oral Surgery

held in New York in October 1968. Pp. 581, illustrated.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 1970. £10.00.

Pathology ofConducting Tissue ofthe Heart. By M. J. DAVIES.
Pp. 199, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1971. £4.20.

Sympathectomy and the Innervation of the Kidney. By Z. M.
ASFOURY. Pp. 180, illustrated. London: Butterworths,
1971. £3.40.

Scientific Basis of Obstetrics and Gynaecology. Edited by
R. R. MACDONALD.. Pp. 518, illustrated. London: J. & A.
Churchill, 1971. £6.00.

Ophthalmic Plastic Surgery Up-to-Date. ByJ. C. MUSTARDE,
LESTER T. JONES and ALSTON CALLAHAN. Pp. 201, illus-
trated. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone (for Aesculapius
Publishing Company, U.S.A.), 1970. £9.50.

New editions

Pathology of Tumours of the Nervous System. By DOROTHY S.
RUSSELL and LUCIEN J. RUBINSTEIN. With a chapter on
The Study by Tissue Culture of Tumours of the Nervous
System. By C. E. Lumsden. Pp. 429, illustrated. Third
edition. London: Edward Arnold (Publishers). 1971.
£10.00.

A Practice of Thoracic Surgery. By A. L. D'ABREU, J. L.

COLLIS and D. B. CLARKE. Pp. 652, illustrated. Third
edition. London: Edward Arnold (Publishers). 1971.
£15.00.

Gynaecology by Ten Teachers. Edited by S. G. CLAYTON,
DONALD FRASER and T. L. T. LEWIS. Twelfth edition.
London: Edward Arnold. 1971. £5.00.

Book reviews

Functional Pathology of the Human Adrenal Gland
By THOMAS SYMINGTON. Pp. 551, illustrated. Edinburgh &
London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1969. £10.00.

This magnificent tome (it can hardly be called a book) will
clearly be a classic of adrenal pathology for many years.
With flashes of invigorating historical precision, it comprises
a compulsive effort to describe the structure (macro-, micro-
and sub-microscopic) and function of the adrenal glands and
their abnormalities. The care, precision and exhaustiveness
with which each topic is treated can only be applauded. Such
obsessionalism does, however, somewhat belie the title. A
more appropriate one might be 'the pathology and functional
abnormalities of the human adrenal gland'. With rare
exactitude, the sections on histopathology, which are des-
cribed with a Darwinian adherence to the inductive method,
stand by themselves; whereas the biochemical and physio-
logical sections, which form a perfectly acceptable and clear
delineation of the position up to about 1968, are not, within
themselves, conceptually integrated with the histopathology.
Nevertheless, the sheer juxtaposition of the appropriate
physiological biochemistry with the structural descriptions
is convenient and stimulating.
The book is divided into five parts: I the cortex, II the

medulla, III the chemoreceptor system, IV an atlas of
adreno-cortical ultrastructure and V the metabolic and
hormonal responses of the body to injury. These are followed
by valuable appendices on normal biochemical values and
histochemical techniques.
For very many years the Glasgow School of Pathology,

under Professor Symington, has been recognized as world-
supreme in the field of adrenal pathology. It is, therefore, a
great pleasure to recommend this volume which clearly
represents the culmination ofa life-long study. No comparable

text exists and even if it did, it would be unlikely to equal
the innate objectivity, the concern for true validity of 'fact'
laced with a commendable tolerance of ideas for their own
sake.
The descriptions of the central vein, the problem of

zonation and the significance of lipid, are especially dominant
where the normal gland is concerned. But the histopatho-
logical descriptions of Cushing's Syndrome, primary hyper-
aldosteronism, adrenal haemorrhage and phaeochromo-
cytoma are pre-eminent.

This is a volume which no serious endocrine pathologist
can afford to miss and few other histopathologists can
afford to ignore. For the physiological or biochemical
experimentalist it is clearly mandatory and for the serious
student it provides a wealth of facts and ideas to last him a
lifetime.

The Practice of Geriatrics
By J. AGATE. Second edition. Pp. 589, illustrated. London:
William Heinemann Medical Books, 1970. £3.00.

With the expansion of the speciality of geriatrics, there has
been a flood of new books devoted to this subject. One of
the best of them is that by Dr J. Agate and this has now
entered its second edition. Within the scope of less than 600
pages he reviews the general problems of ageing populations
and the special features of ageing patients. This is followed
by a discussion along the usual systematic lines used in any
textbook of medicine of the special features of diseases in
the elderly. This is followed by chapters on death and dying.
work and retirement, the origin of geriatrics as a speciality
and some aspects of geriatric nursing.
The book is well written and each chapter is followed by
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326 Book reviews

a short bibliography. The paucity of up to date literature
indicates the dearth of current research (in fact geriatrics is
one of the fields 'wide open' for research).
The book is suitable for students and those doing junior

geriatric appointments whether as potential geriatric
physicians or 'en passant' for some other branch of medicine.

Diagnosis and Treatment of Cardiac Arrhythmias
By J. P. P. STOCK. Second edition. Pp. 271, illustrated.
London: Butterworths, 1970. £3.90.

With the increasing range of effective methods of treatment,
cardiac arrhythmias provide the clinician with frequent
opportunities for doing his patient good-or harm. In
practice the causes of individual arrhythmias are frequently
complex and therapy is all too often a matter of trial and
error. However, enough is now known about the mechanisms
of arrhythmias and therapy to permit a rational approach to
management that will shorten the length of trial and mini-
mize the likelihood of error.
Dr Stock's book, first published in 1969, was soon recog-

nized as an outstanding contribution to the literature in this
field. The second edition is enlarged with a new chapter on
the Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome and its associated
arrhythmias. The book is a happy marriage ofaccounts ofthe
anatomy and electrophysiology of rhythm disturbances, and
of the practical aspects of recognition and management.
There is an extensive and remarkably up to date biblio-
graphy which is a tribute to both author and publisher.
The text is eminently readable with a continuity and

momentum that makes the book difficult to put down. With
two editions in successive years, Dr Stock's book is fast
turning into a classic and deservedly so.

Venography of the Inferior Vena Cava and its Branches
By ERNEST J. FERRIS, FLORENCIO A. HIPONA, PAUL C.
KAHN, ERVIN PHILIPPS and JEROME H. SHAPIRO. Pp. 229,
illustrated. Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins. Edinburgh &
London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1970. £7.50.

This book is an invaluable record of the experiences of its
authors of the investigations and radiological appearances
of the inferior vena cava. It is essentially a reference book
for the surgeon and radiologist who have a particular interest
in this field of investigation, but it is written in such a manner
that it would prove worthwhile and enjoyable reading for
anyone whose interests lie on the fringe of this subject.
Each of the five authors describes, in detail, one aspect of

the radiology of the inferior vena cava. In the first chapter,

the embryology is clearly described. Information is conveyed
largely in the form of diagrams, which, although well
presented, have the disadvantage of employing initials and
abbreviations necessitating constant reference to the key.
This is followed by a useful description of the normal
anatomy and its variations.

In the chapter on techniques, there is very little mention
of the intra-osseous approach, which, in my experience,
plays an important part in the visualization of the inferior
vena cava and its tributaries, when the femoral vein is
occluded. Although this method is referred to in the text,
practical details are not given.
The diagrams of collateral circulation are excellent,

although with the same disadvantage of the extensive use
of initials.

Overall, this book is a first-rate collection of examples of
diseases and abnormalities affecting the inferior vena cava.
Of its 229 pages, 115 are largely occupied by radiographs.
These are of a high quality and are clearly presented and
described. In addition to their obvious value, when faced
with an unusual radiological appearance in the venous
system, they are an important reminder of the diverse
diseases which can be investigated in this way.
A disproportionately large amount of space is devoted to

the appearances (of the vena cava), after ligation and plica-
tion, but it is regrettable that no mention is made of the
techniques and appearances of operative venography which
are so important during the exploration of the diseased vein.
No doubt this can be amended in the second edition.

Principles of Chest X-Ray Diagnosis
By GEORGE SIMON. Third edition. Pp. 271, illustrated.
London: Butterworths, 1971. £8.00.

The third edition of this well known classic book exceeds
the standard of its predecessors and must remain prescribed
reading for all radiologists and chest physicians in training.
New material includes helpful line diagrams and sections on
segmental lesions, lung infarcts, emphysema and plain film
appearances in heart disease. Those reared on the first
edition, like the reviewer, may be surprised to find how
valuable these are.
From the manner of its presentation, considered from the

radiological appearances, it is invaluable as a reference book
(though it quite properly has never set out to be an atlas)
for all clinicians, and this new edition should be available in
all hospital and medical libraries.
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