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Books received
The Physiology of Bone. By JANET M. VAUGHAN. Pp. 325,

illustrated. Clarendon Press: Oxford University Press,
1970. £5.

Reproductive Endocrinology. Proceedings of a Symposium
held in Edinburgh May 1969. Edited by W. J. IRVINE.
Pp. 182, illustrated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1970. 50s.

Lectures in Chest Medicine. By J. EDGE. Pp. 260, illustrated.
London: Staples Press, 1970. 75s.

Scientific Foundations of Obstetrics and Gynaecology. Edited
by E. E. PHILIPP, J. BARNES and M. NEWTON. Pp. 743,
illustrated. London: William Heinemann Medical Books,
1970. 168s.

Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy 1968. Editor
G. L. HOBBY. Bethesda, Maryland: American Society for
Microbiology. Pp. 556, illustrated. Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1969. £7.

William Osler. The Continuing Education. By J. P. McGOVERN
and C. G. ROLAND. Pp. 365, illustrated. Springfield, Illi-
nois: Charles C. Thomas, 1970. $13.75.

Manual of Clinical Microbiology. Edited by J. E. BLAIR,
E. H. LENNETTE and J. P. TRUANT. Pp. 727, illustrated.
Bethesda, Maryland: American Society for Microbiology.
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1970. 65s.

Beth Israel Hospital Seminars in Medicine. Edited by D. G.
FEINGOLD and H. H. HIATT. Pp. 352, illustrated. Boston:
Little, Brown. London: J. & A. Churchill, 1970. 115s.

Progress in Neurology and Psychiatry. An Annual Review,
Vol. xxiv. Edited by E. A. SPIEGEL. Pp. 541. London:
William Heinemann Medical Books, 1969. 223s.

Calcitonin 1969. Proceedings of the Second International
Symposium. Edited by SELWYN TAYLOR and G. V.
FOSTER. Pp. 568, illustrated. London: William Heinemann
Medical Books, 1970. £9 10s.

Vitamins in Endocrine Metabolism. By I. W. JENNINGS.
Pp. 148, illustrated. London: William Heinemann Medical
Books, 1970. 32s.

Preventive Medicine in Medical Care. By K. SCHWARZ.
Pp. 216. London: H. K. Lewis, 1970. £2 10s.

Venography of the Inferior Vena Cava and its Branches.
By E. J. FERRIS, F. A. HIPONA, P. C. KAHN, E. PHILIPPS

and J. H. SHAPIRO. Pp. 229, illustrated. Baltimore:
Williams Wilkins. Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1970. £7 10s.

Applied Respiratory Physiology with special reference to
anaesthesia. By J. F. NUNN. Pp. 438, illustrated. London:
Butterworths, 1970. £7.

Otolaryngology. By S. N. FARB. Medical Outline Series.
Pp. 360, illustrated. London: H. K. Lewis, 1970. £3 15s.

Guide to Clinical Laboratory Diagnosis. By J. A. KOEPKE.
Pp. 310. New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts. London:
Butterworths, 1970. £3.

Burkitt's Lymphoma. By D. P. BURKITT and D. W. WRIGHT.
Pp. 251, illustrated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1970. £6.

Bedside Cardiology. By J. CONSTANT. Pp. 347, illustrated.
London: J. A. Churchill, 1970. 105s.

Practical Blood Transfusion. By D. W. HUESTIS, J. R. BOVE
and S. BUSCH. Pp. 383, illustrated. Boston: Little, Brown.
London: J. & A. Churchill, 1970. 140s.

Membrane Proteins. Proceedings of a Symposium sponsored
by the New York Heart Association. Pp. 360, illustrated.
London: J. & A. Churchill, 1970. Price not given.

Manual of Diseases of the Cornea. By M. GRAYSON and R. H.
KEATES. Pp. 311, illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill,
1970. 180s.

Treatment of Common Acute Poisonings. By H. MATTHEW
and A. A. H. LAWSON. Second edition. Pp. 160, illus-
trated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone,
1970. 20s.

Atomic Medicine. By C. F. BEHRENS, E. R. KING and J. W. J.
CARPENDER. Fifth edition. Pp. 874, illustrated. Baltimore:
Williams and Wilkins. Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1970. £13 10s.

The Physiology of the Joints. Annotated diagrams of the
Mechanics of the Human Joints, Volume 1 Upper Limb.
By I. A. KAPANDJI. Translated by L. H. HONORE. Second
edition. Pp. 203, illustrated. Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1970. 50s.

Lewis's Pharmacology. Revised by J. CROSSLAND. 4th
edition. Pp. 1359, illustrated. 1970. £5.

Book reviews
Venereal Diseases
By AMBROSE KING and CLAUDE NICOL. Second edition.
Pp. xiv + 319, illustrated. London: Bailliere Tindall &
Cassell, 1969. £3 15s.

The second edition shows several changes over its pre-
decessor of 1964. A small number of references have been
added to each section to encourage further reading and recent
advances have been incorporated in the text. In the preface
to this edition, the Authors express their surprise at having
been criticized for including Reiter's syndrome and tri-
chomoniasis as there is not thought to be evidence to call
them venereal diseases. The known facts suggest that a pro-
portion of these cases are sexually transmitted and most of
the research has been contributed by Venereologists, it is
therefore quite proper that these conditions should find a
place in a textbook as the present one. The situation as
regards transmission of several diseases customarily included
in books on V.D. is not altogether straightforward. Some,

such as gonorrhoea and syphilis in the adult are almost
always sexually acquired, others such as herpes genitalis,
genital moniliasis and probably Reiter's syndrome are some-
times venereal diseases and sometimes not, in non-gonococcal
urethritis sexual transmission is strongly suspected but not
easy to prove and yet in others such as carcinoma of the
cervix (not included in this book), a sexually transmitted
agent may be a factor in its causation as the incidence is
significantly higher in the sexually promiscuous. There is
thus a whole range of conditions with a variable rate of
venereal transmission but all of which are commonly seen
in V.D. Clinics.
The differential diagnosis of genital lesions is well des-

cribed and may with advantage be extended in future edi-
tions to include other genital conditions such as the common
'urethral syndrome' in women. The illustrations are good and
are a very valuable part of the book. It would be useful to
add a picture of the precancerous erythroplasia of Quayrat
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as might one of Fordyce' syndrome, a completely harmless
condition which nevertheless draws the attention of many a
young person to the possibility of having venereal infection
and sometimes puzzles the General Practitioner.
This well-written practical book can be warmly recom-

mended to undergraduate and postgraduate students alike
and with the increasing incidence of venereal infections and
greater interest in research into these conditions it is hoped
that the next edition of 'King and Nicol' will not be too long
delayed.

The Chromosome Disorders.
An Introduction for Clinicians.
By G. H. VALENTINE. Second edition. Pp. 172, illustrated.
London: William Heinemann Medical Books, 1969. 35s.

This book contains all the information on chromosomal
disorders a non-expert in the field might want to know. The
book first describes the normal situation and then goes on to
consider the mechanism by which the various types of chro-
mosomal abnormality can occur. The second section of the
book goes on to describe the various chromosome diseases.
On the whole the book is easy to read, but often rather
wordy. It is a book to borrow from the library, read through
on the way to work and perhaps refer to again when one
sees a patient with one of the chromosomal abnormalities.

Workshop on Artificial Finger Joints
Edited by J. S. CALNAN and P. J. L. HOLT. Proceedings
of the First International Workshop held at the Royal
Postgraduate Medical School, April 1969. Pp. 110, illus-
trated. London: British Medical Association, 1969. 30s.
(Supplement to Annals of the Rheumatic Diseases, Vol.
28, No. 5.

Calnan and Holt deserve much praise for conceiving this
symposium and for the great amount of work and organiza-
tion that this must have entailed. They assembled from an
International field many of the famous in this branch
of surgery. The numbers attending were ideally small, the
attenders only just outnumbering the speakers by two to
one-all the correct ingredients for a perfect meeting. The
sections on Anatomy and Pathology included notable
contributions from Landsmeer and Backhouse emphasizing
the complex interrelationships between the various function-
ing elements of the human finger. The Biomechanical section
provided some interesting and controversial material. In a
study of wear particles from cobalt chrome alloys used in
several types of joint prosthesis, Freeman and his colleagues
state that by injection of these particles they have produced a
rhabdomyosarcoma in one of ten rats of a species which is
neoplastically unstable, and concluded that, 'it is not at
present possible to be certain that this material is completely
innocuous'; the innuendo is disquieting. It is well known that
cobalt together with many other heavy metals is carcinogenic.
In a personal communication (December, 1969) Freeman
informs me that none of the other rats have to the time of
writing developed sarcomata. He also points out that the
newer prostheses are much better lapped and produce
fewer cobalt particles.

Scales and his colleagues in another paper expressed doubts
about the long term viability of polymers in a biological
environment. We are, it seems, rapidly running out of 'safe'
arthroplasty materials.
The meat of the meeting had, it appears, not been 'hung'

for long enough. Neither Flatt who has been following
up his prosthesis for 8 years, nor Swanson (5 years follow-up)
would provide any sort of assessment of their results, which
justifiably annoyed a number of the participants. The dis-
cussion was illuminating: Swanson: 'It is as presumptuous
of Savill to give follow-ups as it is to say he can compare his
results with ours.' And in another reply, 'Flatt has been if

anything more honest than he need be.' How honest is
honest?

Calnan seemed to have no difficulty in giving a straight-
forward assessment of the results of the integral hinge
prosthesis. Half the metacarpophalangeal joint replacements
were classed as bad and half the proximal interphalangeal
joint replacements were classed as good, 'good' meaning
more and 'bad' meaning less function than before operation.
For my money the most sensible remark was made by

Brewerton who said that the most ghastly looking and
deformed hands may have excellent function and ultimately
the success of prostheses will stand or fall upon whether the
patients can do more after than before operation. No-one
could provide him with this sort of functional assessment.
The finger is a very complex, beautifully balanced mechanism
and the interplay of factors producing dysfunction is often
very complicated. The extent of the role each factor plays
is not completely elucidated and the techniques of fault-
finding need further development. Little was said about this
or about the precise indications for surgery. Swanson said,
'many patients with grossly deformed hands pick up a coffee
cup by some trick and say, "my hands work great". This
means nothing.' I would submit that this means everything,
especially if the ability to perform such 'tricks' is abolished
by a surgical attack on a joint simply because it is deformed.
We should, I think, still treat patients and not joints.
One is left with the impression that we are as yet some

way from a solution with regard to a good finger joint
replacement arthroplasty, so much so that Backhouse,
Savill, Vainio and Vaughan-Jackson were able to put up a
convincing case for excision arthroplasty.

This symposium was very worth while and makes interest-
ing reading. It will help to crystallize thought on the subject
of finger joint arthroplasty and will, I am sure, stimulate
further research into the problem, for a solution is still
lacking.
Recent Advances in Orthopaedics

Edited by A. G. APLEY. Pp. 401, illustrated. London:
J. & A. Churchill, 1969. £7.

This further volume in a famous series is edited by Graham
Apley, who, in a lively preface, gives his interpretation of
recent advances-'new enough to be exciting and fresh
enough not to be hackneyed, yet not so advanced as to be
untested'. This admirably sums up the content of this volume.
The Edinburgh school provides an informative article

on genetics in relation to orthopaedics which includes a
list of known inherited conditions. Gout is still frequently
missed in orthopaedic diagnosis; both this condition and
the relatively new pseudo-gout are fully considered by
Currey and Mason.
The chapter on the reattachment of severed extremities

undertaken in China is of great interest and extremely well
illustrated although not all readers will agree with the
writer's view on the reasons for the success ofChinese surgeons
in this field.

Internal fixation of fractures is now more fashionable in
Britain partly as the result of the work of Muller who
describes the techniques of the Swiss association for the study
of osteosynthesis. The use of silicones in orthopaedic surgery
presents a new field described by Helal.
The longest chapter is a complete survey of bone grafting,

past and present, clinical and experimental from the Royal
National Orthopaedic Hospital. In the chapter on trans-
plantation of articular bone ends by Imamaliev of Moscow
there is a full description of the uses made of cadaveric
tissues and emphasis is laid on storage of the material at
-70° C for some months if the transplant is to survive.

Sharrard ably summarizes the present views on the
treatment of cerebral palsy and spina bifida; the latter
condition is now of greater importance than previously
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