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Antibiotics in Clinical Practice
By HILLAS SMITH. Pp. ix + 346, illustrated. London:
Pitman Medical, 1969. £1 lOs.

In his preface, the author feels obliged to excuse himself
for writing a textbook on antibiotics for he feels that a pretext
is needed. He need have no qualms on this score. Dr Hugh
Marriott used to point out that a new textbook always
benefited at least one person-namely the author, who
would learn much from tiae facts that he had amassed in the
course of its preparation. This is particularly true of the
chemotherapy of infections, which is constantly changing
with the endless series of new antibiotics reaching out to us.
Hillas Smith's worthwhile job is just beginning, for, from
now onwards, he must bring out fresh editions to keep up to
date. Already his chapters on the sulphonamides, cephalo-
sporins, antiviral agents and amoebiasis are outmoded.
Likewise, several obsolete references can be omitted from
new editions. Instead, the space could be used for carefully-
designed charts to help the busy houseman, the harassed
medical student, and the examination-conscious post-
graduate, all of whom would be helped by dipping into this
splendid treasurehouse of information.

Gynaecological and Obstetrical Anatomy (Descriptive and
Applied)
By C. F. V. SMOUT, F. JACOBY and E. W. LILLIE. Fourth
edition. Pp. viii + 430, illustrated. London: H. K. Lewis,
1969. £4 lOs.
First published in 1943, this textbook has now reached its

fourth edition, there having been a lapse of some 13 years
since the last one. Considerable revision of the book has
taken place and additional chapters added on the anatomy
of the breast and of the abdominal wall. There is considerable
stress on applied anatomy and the clinical application of
anatomical and physiological principles in obstetrics and
gynaecology emphasized.
The book is directed at a particular audience, namely those

who require, subsequent to qualification, a re-introduction
to female reproductive anatomy and physiology. Thus it is
of particular value to postgraduate doctors who wish for
specialized information in this field or who are taking higher
examinations in the subject. It would be difficult to find a
book which would suit these requirements better; readable,
concise and with high quality illustrations, this book must
be on the bookshelf of any library where postgraduate
gynaecology is being taught.
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