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Books received
An ABC of Modern Immunology. By E. J. HOLBOROW. Pp. 89.

Boston, Massachusetts: Little, Brown; London: The
Lancet, 1968. 10s. 6d. $3-96.

A Short Textbook of Kidney Disease. By D. N. S. KERR and
A. P. DOUGLAS. Pp. xiv+295, illustrated. London:
Pitman Medical, 1968. 60s.

Elementary Clinical Radiotherapy. By M. L. FENNER. Pp. 159.
London: Butterworths, 1968. 25s.

Ulcerative Colitis. By J. C. GOLIGHER, F. T. DE DOMBAL,
J. McK. WATTS and G WATKINSON Pp. 365, illustrated.
London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cassell, 1968. 85s.

Noise and Man. By WILLIAM BURNS. Pp. 336, illustrated.
London: John Murray, 1968. 50s.

Tobacco. Experimental and Clinical Studies. A Comprehensive
Account of the World Literature. Supplement I. By P. S.
LARSON and H. SILVETTE. Pp. 803. Baltimore: Williams &
Wilkins; Edinburgh and London: E. &. S. Livingstone,
1968. £9.

Fourth Symposium on Advanced Medicine. Edited by O.
WRONG. Pp. 420, illustrated. London: Pitman Medical,
1968. 55s.

An Introduction to Biochemical Aspects of the Adrenal
Cortex. By J. S. JENKINS. Pp. 120. London: Edward
Arnold, 1968. 45s.

A Textbook of Radiology. Edited by DAVID SUTTON assisted
by R. G. GRAINGER. Pp. xi+1186, illustrated. Edinburgh
and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1969. £15.

The Growth Plate and its Disorders. By MERCER RANG. Pp.
203, illustrated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Living-
stone, 1968. 55s.

Clinical Neurosurgery. Congress of Neurological Surgeons,
Volume 15, Proceedings of the Congress of Neurological
Surgeons 1967. Pp. xxvii+440, illustrated. Baltimore:
Williams & Wilkins; Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1968. £7 10s.

Symposium on Some Aspects of Neurology. Edited by R. F.
ROBERTSON. Held 30th November and 1st December, 1967.
Pp. 151. illustrated. Edinburgh: The Royal College of
Physicians, 1968. Price not given.

Biochemical Aspects of Neurological Disorders. Third Series.
Edited by J. N. CUMINGS and M. KREMER. Pp. 302,
illustrated. Oxford and Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific
Publications, 1968. 63s.

Paediatric Urology. Edited by D. INNES WILLIAMS. Pp. 585,
illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1968. £8 10s.

Selected Topics in Medical Genetics. Edited by C. A. CLARKE.
Oxford Monographs on Medical Genetics. Pp. 282,
illustrated. London: Oxford University Press, 1969. 80s.

New Editions
Psychological Medicine. An Introduction to Psychiatry. By

D. CURRAN and M. PARTRIDGE. Sixth edition. Pp. 447,
illustrated. London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1968. 35s.

Vertebral Manipulation. By G. D. MAITLAND. Second
edition. Pp. 179, illustrated. London: Butterworths, 1968.
48s.

Recent Advances in Pharmacology. Edited by J. M. ROBSON
and R. S. STACEY. Fourth edition. Pp. ix+557, illustrated.
London: J. & A. Churchill, 1968. 95s.

Lecture Notes on General Surgery. By H. ELLIS and R. Y.
CALNE. Second edition. Pp. 395, illustrated. Oxford and
London: Blackwell Scientific Publications, 1968. 42s.

A Course in Renal Diseases. By G. M. BERLYNE. Second
edition. Pp. 398. Oxford and London: Blackwell Scientific
Publications, 1968. 40s.

Textbook of Rheumatic Diseases. By W. S. C. COPEMAN.
Fourth Edition. Pp. 959, illustrated. Edinburgh and
London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1968. £10 10s

Body Fluids in Surgery. By A. W. WILKINSON. Third edition.
Pp. 307. Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone,
1968. 35s.

Book reviews
Toxicity ofAnaesthetics. Proceedings of a Research Symposium

held in Seattle, 12th to 13th May 1967
Edited by B. R. FINK. Pp. 332, illustrated. Baltimore:
Williams & Wilkins; Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1968. £7 7s. 6d.
A collection of twenty-six papers by forty-five authors is

presented by the editor following a foreword by Professor
J. J. Bonica. The book proceeds with great enthusiasm into
the area of the cellular and biochemical changes which result
when living tissue is exposed to volatile anaesthetic agents.
The subject matter is laid out clearly in four sections entitled:
'Effects in Model Cell Systems', 'Regional Cellular Effects',
'Effects on Organ Function' and 'Teratogenic Effects'.
The reader is taken into the animal laboratory and seminar

room throughout and gains insight into the experimental
method. Inevitably, conclusions are speculative. Some of the
discussions following each paper are given. While the book
is of demanding concern to the research worker, I feel that
the clinical anaesthetist will not be tempted under the cover
at the price.
On the other hand, the wider reader will find interest in the

chapters on halothane toxicity and come across some
obscure data. For instance, Chapter 6 points out that
bizarre impurities may be found in many of our daily drugs
and in Chapter 7 we learn that the volatile anaesthetics are
not inert but are partly metabolized in the body. Chapter 17
dealing with halothane toxicity studies in mice is noteworthy

for reminding the reader that the results of an animal study
cannot be applied always to Man, nor to other animal
species, nor even to its own species if the strain differs-not
even to the same strain and family if the sex and seasons are
different. Nor if the drug used in the study is manufactured
by different companies-nor if the same company changes its
method of manufacture. The chapter highlights the essence
of the research problem-the establishment of the common
reference frame.

Surgery of Repair as Applied to Hand Injuries
By B. K. RANK, A. R. WAKEFIELD and J. T. HUESTON.
Third edition. Pp. 350, illustrated. Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1968. 75s.
Surgery of Repair as Applied to Hand Injuries first made its

appearance in 1953 and rapidly established itself as one of
the most valued textbooks on the shelves of those dealing
with hand injuries, either regularly or only on rare occasions.
The new third edition has been extensively re-written and the
high quality of the illustrations has been maintained. Through-
out the book attention is drawn to the elucidation of the
correct physical signs and then interpretation, the manage-
ment of injuries before, during and after operation.
Much of the book's appeal is due to the fact that the

authors are all busy surgeons and the contents is a condensa-
tion of their experience and practice.
Having read the book, one can approach the numerous
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problems of an injury to the hand with greater confidence
and the comprehensive index permits rapid revision of any
point.
Neurological Examination in Clinical Practice
By EDWIN R. BICKERSTAFF. Second edition. Pp. 378,
illustrated. Oxford and Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific
Publications, 1968. 63s.
This is the second edition of Dr Bickerstaff's book in

which he has extended several sections to bring them up to
date and has added chapters on the more modem neurological
investigations including cerebral scanning and echo-encepha-
lography.
Although this book has many rivals, there are few as

comprehensive and, at the same time, as free from verbosity.
It is clearly written and gives a precise account of the ex-
amination of the nervous system, simply stated and profusely
illustrated. The section on the examination of the cranial
nerves is especially good with a helpful note on the difficulties
and fallacies commonly encountered. The chapters on
examinations of particular difficulty, especially those on
small children and on laboratory investigations, are equally
well done. The concuding section in which the author gives
his indications for the investigation of certain common
neurological disorders is excellent.

This is an outstanding book and is to be strongly recom-
mended.

Disease in Infancy and Childhood
By R. W. B. ELLIS and R. G. MITCHELL. Sixth edition.
Pp. 687, illustrated. Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1968. 80s.
If there are no perfect textbooks there are a few that

approach the ideal, though with the increasing tempo of

change in medicine they are becoming rarer. The good
traditional book was meant to keep: the modern one is meant
to be replaced. The good textbook read well, and should still
do so even in our four-letter word era. It was more than a
bare repository of data: it meant and should still mean some-
thing in the lives of its readers. Its single authorship gave a
uniformity of style and philosophy which has become
uncommon now that even small books remind one of multi-
storey car parks.
The many virtdes of 'Ellis' are maintained in the sixth

edition. Professor Mitchell has renovated it admirably, and
contributes much that is new while cherishing its individuality
and character. It remains pleasant to handle and to read. Its
approach has always been stimulatingly different from most
paediatric texts. The common description of disease by
systems is often illogical when applied to childhood; here we
can enjoy the attempt to adapt it to age-periods and the
changing reaction of the immature host. There is no falling
into the trap, irresistible to the authors of so many small
texts, of futilely mentioning as many rare diseases as can be
squeezed into a line or two. It starts with a description of
social and environmental factors which gives depth to all the
rest. The synthesis in the chapters on congenital malforma-
tions, neoplasms, disorders of storage and metabolism is
among the most successful. In the non-physical aspects of
childhood disorders it is neither so ambitious nor so success-
ful, and the chapter on behavioural disorders, at present
sketchy, should be brought up to the level of the rest.

I know ofno small paediatric book at this time which gives
anything like the perspective of this one. It is intended for
senior medical students, but will be just as pleasurable and
useful for graduates, including non-paediatricians, who know
where to go for greater detail but wish to get the tang and
broad sweep of moder paediatrics.
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